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E have here ſubjoined ſeveral Letters, which will better ſerve 
to diſplay the character of M. de Voltaire, and that of his enemies, 

A'tribute of admiration paid, by a prince of the blood, to a young 
man whoſe rank in life placed him at a diſtance from that perſouage, 
and whoſe fame had not then leſſened the diſtance between em, 
has appeared to us to merit preſervation. 

The Note ſent by the celebrated Le Kain cannot fail - intereſt men 
of letters; in it, that great actor ingenuouſly paints Voltaire's enthu- 
fiaſm for the dramatic art, and for the talent of acting; and, at the 
fame time, the zeal with which he endeavoured, notwithſtanding 
his love of the art, and his deſire to find actors worthy of his pieces, 
to diſſuade that young man from the purſuit of a profeſſion too much 
degraded by prejudice, while he added to his advice the means of 
entering into ſome other ſituation. _ This anecdote is one of thoſe 
which prove that benevolence was the ruling paſſion of Voltaire's ſoul, 

Thus, with ſtill greater intereſtedneſs, he prevailed on Mademoi- 
ſelle Clairon, in 1965, to renounce the ſtage; although the powers 
of this ſublime 2ftreſs were in all their vigaur, and became daily 
neceffary to the poet, whoſe dramatic benim began to decline by 8 . 


and intenſe application. * 
His counſels to D' jembert and Diderot, when they were perſe- 
cuted for publiſhing the Fncyclopedia, and many circumſtances of 


the ſame nature, will further prove at che love of juſtice roſe, in 
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'Peoroxt ayant fait choix d'une jeune pucelle, 
| Et voulant donner a ſa belle 
Vne marque de ſon amour, 


»e i} 
L , 


1 


. 

anten 7 . * er — 
Pluto having choſen, a youthful virgin, being 

deſirous to afford the beauty a proof of his love, gave 

commands that a magnificent and gallant feſtival 


* The intention of Tuſtificatory, Pieces is ſuch as 
to require a more fairhful and literal tranſlation than 
perhaps can be given in verſe, which ſhould preſerve 
the true ſpirit of poetry. For which reaſon the 
originals of the few poetical pieces which are here 


contained, are inſerted, and rendered in proſe. in 
_the notes, * 
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domanda dune fete et fürpebe et gölante 
Re parat les horreurs de ſon triſte ſ&jour. 
, Pour ſatisfaire ſon attente, 
II fait aſſembler à ſa cour «uo 
Tous ceux dont le bon goũt et la delicateſſe 
Pouvaient contribuer au ſpectacle pompeux 


u' preparait à fa_maitreſſe, 
* Parmi tous ces hommes fameun, 


s n x16 II choiſit ceux dont le genie v 2 
$7127 >8'6talt ſigualé dans tous eus 
Par la plus noble poëſ ie. 
Chachun à x uſſir tra vailla de fon mieux. 
Pohr remporter le prix et Corncille et Racine 
e PDnirent leur veine divine 
Chaque auteur en vain diſputa, 
dene Et voulut gagner le ſuffrage AC] 
Du Dieu qui demandait Pouyrage ; | 
Bien que des deux eſprits la piece Pemportat, 
Fon ignorait encor qu'elle eũt eu Pavantage. 
ooo ——— ——— ——ů— 
mould diſſipate the horrors of his gloomy abode, For 
this purpoſe, he invited to his court all thoſe whoſe 
good taſte and delieacy could contribute to the pom- 
pPious ſpectacle, Wich he was preparing for his miſ- 
= tres; from theſe 4o-famaus men he ſelected 
all whoſe genius had been any where ſignaliſed in 
the ſüblime art of poetry. Each did his belt to ſuę- 
| >eeed; Corneille and Racine united their talents di- 
vine to bear away the prize; each in e 
and withed to gain the ſuffrage of the God, who had ADS 
lied his commands; for though victorious over all f 
» JJFeompetitors no one yer knew which of tbem 2 oh | 
| claim precedence. . The day at length arrived, when 
= © the hole aflembly of wits hoped to obtain the High 
* renown which public applauſe had to beſtow. While 
all were thus buſied in cogtention, Racine and Cor- 
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Enfin le jour venu de cet 6venement, Fi 
De tant J/auteurs la cohorte nombreuſe! 
KNecherchait la gloire flatteuſe 
De remporter Þ honneur de Papplaudiſſement, 
Tandis quia faire cette brigue, 
Toute la troupe fe fatigue, N 
Sans ſe donner du mouvement, 
Racine avec Corneille, au ſein de PElylce, 
Rappelaient Vhiſtoire paſſe e, 
Du temps ou de la France ils Etaient l'ornement. 
Ils avaient ſu par ceux qui venaient de la Terre, 
Du theatre francais le funeſte abandon, 

Que depuis leur deces le délicat parterre 
Ne pouvyait rien trouver de bonn 
Ce raalheur leur cauſait une triſteſſe extreme, 
lis connaiſſaient que dans Paris Pon wime 
D*un ſpectacle nouveau les doux amuſemens ; 

5 Qu'abandonnés par Melpomene, 

Les auteurs n'avaient plus ces nobles ſentimens 
e let h Ve | * nenn 

neille ſat tranquilly in the Elyſian groves, recalling 
to mind the hiſtory of times paſt, when they were 
the living ornaments of France. From ghoſts newly 
arrived they had heard of the fatal decay of poetry 
In France; and that the auditors of Melpemene, dif. 
ficult to pleaſe, had, fince their deceaſe, found-.no- 
ching worthy of the ſtage. Their grief at this intel- 
IBgetice was extreme; they knew how moch their 
countrymen were delighted with the pleaſures the 
theatre can beſtow ;* and that, forſaken by the muſe 
poets no longer poſſeſſed thoſe noble flights which ſo 
muck grace the ſcene. ' Since their ent to theſe 
abodes, they had become acquainted with a ſpirit, 
Inexperienced, but whoſe active and graceſul wit ſur- 
paſſed the moſt aged in genius and in ſcience. To 
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Qui font la grace de la ſcene. 
- leur {jour en ces lieux, 
Ils avaient fait Ja connaiſſance 
D' un demon ſans experience, i 
Mais dont Peſprit vif, gracieux, 
7 .. Surpaſſair déjà les plus vieux 
ildo Par ſes talens et ſa ſcien ce. 12 1 
Pour rëparer les maux du theatre obſcurci, 
Ce demon fut par eux choiſi. 
hie e lu font prendre forme humaine 
Des règles de leur art à fond ayant inſtruityic v 
Sur les bords fameux de la Seine 
8ous le nom d' Arouet cet eſprit fut conduit. 
Myant puiſe tes vers aux eau de Aganipe, 
Pour fon premier projet il fait le choix d' Oedipe 
Et quoĩque dès longtemps ce ſujet filt connu, 
Par un ſtyle plus beau cette nn . 


Fit eroire des Eufers Racine revenuß 
Ouque Corncille avait la ug corrigee,.: "hs 
$a ai 3603 bom fu ELA ahn 


the wrongs of the Tufering Peary? they choſe: : 

irit, preval ed on him to aſſume a human form, 
_ . inſtructed him nfe&ly 1 in their art, ſent. 
bim to the banks of the Seine, where he took the“ 
name of Arouet. Having drunken of the waters - 

the firſt ſubject 6 

old though the fable was, its new and L ful l beau, 
ties were fo numerous that it was imagined Racine 
144 returned from the ſhades, or that Cernellle had 
correged the defects of his verſe®/12 10 10 0011610928 
2 Hr Hts of} Si 3643 ein: non 295197. 34. 
* Theſe lines do as N _ Na the Prines.of 
ti as the approbation of Oedipus to la Motte. 
82 514 2 — matvally announced a wor- 


n 
Fi th Meter 2 and N Acine and nder was” 
prophecy more fully accompliſhed. 
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F4 
To M. PE VOLTAIRE.; . 0 


I THT Kid 8 115 May t, 1724. 


IsHAL Li never deb fie, the infinite obli- 1 
gations I owe to yu. The goodneſs of your”: | 
heart is ſuperior even to your underſtanding z 1 
and you are the trueſt of friends. The zeal with 
which you have ſerved me does me, indeed, 
more honour, than malice and baſeneſs of my 
enemies does me injuſtice, by the unworthy 
treatment which they have brought upon me. 
It is neceſſary that I ſhould not publicly ap- 
pear for ſome time. Fallax infamia terret. 

I have received a letter de cachet which &x- 
iles me to the diſtance of thirty leagues froin 
Paris. I depart with pleaſure in ſearch of ſb- 
litude ; but I am much mortiſied that this re. 
treat ſhould be enjoined me. It is ſome degree 
of teiumph for the wretched authors of my di,. 
glace, I am exceedingly willing to go into 
the country; but endeavour, fir, to procure 
the king's order to be n K. An another 
letter de cachet, in this form: 

The King, informed of the falſchood of hy" 
accuſation brought againſt the Sieur Abbe Des- 
fotaines, conſents that he i remain at 
Fru es abnon 15 250 T N 
Should 7 bt this order? Mois Mu. de 
Mayrepas,.. it wr on an ee Wa! 
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and I promiſe M. de Maurepas, on my bonour, 
to depart immediately, and not to return to 
Paris, till I hall * et permiſ- 
ion of him. 115 

This, my dear friend, is what, at prelent, 
nu ve te beg you to obtain for me. You 
will confer yet another infinite obligation on 
me, by this new ſervice. It is, in my mind, 
the ſimpleſt means that can be taken to repair 
the ſcandal and injuſtice which I have endured, 
till | can do better, and can ꝓrocure the necei- 
farxy information to diſcover the hidden ſprings 


fy 


> of the horrible Intrigue of my enemies. Not- 


withſtanding the atrocious nature of the acc 
fation; and the readiveſs of the public to believe 
the accuſed guilty, I have the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing thoſe who are even unknown to me take 
My part. Such men as Nadal, Danchet, de 
Pons, and Fréret, are the only perſons, I am 
old, who treat my name as, through my life, 
Jihill treat their infamous work and their un- 

ry characters. Genus irritabile vatum. 
I dave formed a plan for my defence, which 
wilt be excellent and curious, and 1 ſhall finiſh 
it in the country. I am too publicly known 
to remain ſilent after ſuch an execrable inſult, 
- (@ndTvthalt compoſe my apology in ſuch a man- 
ner that I ſhall have the honour öf prefenting 
it to M. de Maurepas, and ſhall befeech bim 
to permit its publication. In this, will beſeen 
ull the misfortunes which have befallen me; and 
theſe” misfortunes ever cauſed by mög of 

K I N 
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lers but it will particularly contain the 
hiſtory of my quitting the Jeſuits.” Rande 
Adieu, my dear friend; let me beg of” you 
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Wi E n you: page” humbly Gow: all Jai 


woedavl, and for the indulgence. you have 
granted to enable us. to repay „ou. We mall 
dver preſerve a faithful remembrance off it, 
and, on every occaſion, hall expreſs our lise- 
Y gratitude. Tour ſecurity is perfeckly good; 
and we beg you to be perſuaded we {ball dif. 
charge the debt as ſpeedily as we poſſibly can. 
J am in advance for feveral good ſpeculations; 
and dur zeal to ſerve others has added to our 
eee E 5 
Vou do me juſtice, fir, in bellevings me in- 
* of any ill deſign; I venture even to 
declare to you that I never have entertained 
anhand that never had a hover a more tender 
attachment to his miſtreſs than I to you, not- 
-withliandivg all that has happened. I have 


ingonſiderate moments, it is true; you have 
\ | 
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often creproved me for them, with reaſon; 
but Till yield to nd one in integrity of mind, 
purity of intentions, or z calous activity, when 

there ariſes an opportunity of doing geod. 

knew that I have been greatly calumtiia- 

ted and Know alſo that thoſe who exclaim- 

! 7 f ed muſt againſt me, quitted you to come to 

me wich à deſign of exaſperating my mind a- 
gainſt you. Since that time, I have rendered 

ſome conſiderable ſervices to one of thoſe per- 

| ſons; and ſhould occaſions preſent themſelves 

| of obliging the others, I ſhall willingly em- 

| "brace them. It is the only YENgeance which 
he to tale. 

"1 f you think I can, be uſeful to you in any 

Wo way, and indeed in affairs that may require 
| diſcretion, honour me with your commands ; 
and I beſeech you to be affured of an active 
and ſecret {eryice. 

My wife begs her moſt humble reſpects. 1 
have the ni to be, with pr ofound eſteem, 
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21% the underſigned, acknowledge that N. 
de Voltaire, having lent my wife and me the 
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conſequence of the deranged ſituation of our 
affairs, having conſented to take the ſum of 
three thouſand livres fecured by au obligatory 
writing, executed in the preſence of the nota · 
ry Ballot, on the 12th' June, 1736, has now 
forgiven ſeven” hundred and fifty livres Which 
remained to be paid of the three thouſand, 
and has given me an entire _ eee 


bare, _—_— 4 195 . en Anis 


wee ot uA Duin, 


1 7 4 * by + - 4 i : 
SET IL 0271 © 5 3% 3 I 1 1 111 Lee „ 


ee e ee 
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Ae To M. vt er Has 
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5 -g December 20,” 1738 
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Six, en e 


I ENTRE AT T you, in conſideration of the 
embarraſſed ſtate of my affairs and the deten- 
tion of my papers, to pardon my delaying till 
now to acknowledge the wicked proceedings 
of thoſe Who have availed themſelves of my 
misfortunes to oblige me to commence an un- 
Juſt ſuit againſt you, and to ſyffer an infamous 
factum (declaration) to be printed. I altoge- 
ther retraG; them both. The: malice of your 
enemies has ſerved to no other purpoſe thay, 
to diſplay the goodneſs: of your character 


% * 


* 


how I was! led into the error. The jealoufy 


s „ cron er 


meg for you have the generoſity to pardon 
the fault I have committed in liſte ging to bad 
counſel; I aſſure you I repented even in the 
moment in which I was ſo unhappy as to act 


againſt you. I, at length, perfectly perceive 


of men of letters is not unknown to you, and, 


in thie, you ſee to what exceſs it has been car- 


ried. They have inflamed my mind, and have 
made me the means of injuring you; which 
nas ſo diſpleaſed me that I promiſe you never 
again to ſee thoſe ho induced me to forget 
ny duty to you in this inſtance, ande will 
atone for the extreme injuſtice of it, by the 
conſtant attachment which I vow to prelevve 
through life to your intereſtis. 
Ibeſeech you, ſir, to: reſtore your friend- 


| hip: to me, and believe that my heart never 


460k any part in the malice of your enemies, 


and that it is my heart alone which: leads me 


# make this declaration 
o * Qt 20 have the' honour to be, with reſped, 
oo Your, mot humble ſervant, 
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\ aid of this month, in the bitterneſs of my 
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brart, to intreat your forglveneſs, and to aſ- 


ſure you of the ſincere repentance under which 


J ſuffer for the unjuſt ſuit which 1 was indu- 
oed by your enemy {you know to whom I al- 
Jude) to commence againſt you. I told you of 
my remorſe and the horror which I fot at my 
cruel attack of him who was my benefactor; 
Fin formed you that I had ditcovered the error 
into which I had been led; and Ibegged you, 
ſir, to believe that my: affliction 4s equal ton 

fault. Deign, fir, to extend your generoſi 


0 the granting me the pardon I venture to 


demand. I, retra& the unjuſt and caluranious 
factum which was made in my name, and which 
I-had the unhappineſs to ſign. I was blind, 
and your enemies ſeduced me. Again, I re- 
peat to you that Lam in the deepeſt atfliftion, 
and my re morſe has bruught ſickneſs upon me. 
There is nothing I would not do, doring the 
remainder of my life, to atone for my fault. 
In ſhort, fir, were you a witneſs tu the diſtr eſts 
Lfeel at being deceived, by ill counſel, you 
would pity my condition. Be ſo good, at leaſt, 

to give orders that I may be informed that 
yowhaye the clemency to pardon me, if you 
do not deign to write to. me yourſelf. I en- 
gage to, pay all the expence of the proceſs if 
I have money ſufficient ; nor is there any thin 

T:thould not be filling to do through the 3 
maining days of my life to teſtify to you Jiidi- 
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admiration of your character, aye the very pro 
my fene with Which T am, 

12 * Six, Your! moſt humble ſcryant, | 
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| Paris, June 3, 1742, 


| Bi * v E el 80 ür the three hundred 
livres that you have after all had the goodneſs 
to gise me. This new manner of avenging 
yöurfelf of an unfortunate man, whoſe great. 
eſt unhappineſs has been to forget what was 
due to you, and who has ſo long been gireved 
for his error, ſhall ever be preſent with my 
heart. Vour generous actions to me, aug- 
ment my ſincere repentance; and inſpire me 
With the tendeteſt reſpect and affection for you. 
Thoſe who: deceived me muſt indeed have been 
monſters; nor could they know your real cha- 
rater as I do. © My life ought to be employed 
in proving my devotion to you. I cannot find 
terms to expreſs the feelings you have excited 
in my heart. Permit me only to preſent my. 
ſelf before you, permit me to come and thank 
you; it is a favour I beſcech you to o add to n [1 
| your other goodneſs, 
* I am, with es and 15 an wet gra- : 
(3 tittide, TAI IT T7 | 
nn Six, Your moſt tumble ſervant,” 18 | 
—_— 465 5:25 100007 il 2 5t lr 
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| Milan, October a0, 1768. 

Si, 
THE Maa you haye the goodneſs to al- 
low me, and ſome {ſcholars whom I aſſiſted in 
perfecting themſelves in the French language, 
but who, - unfortunately for me, are quitting 
this city to travel, have enabled me to ſubfiſt 
at Milan. Great God! in what a ſituation 
ſhall I be placed, deprived of theſe. ſuccours ! 
I have..been/ formerly uſeful to you in being. 
your amanuenſis; can I no longer be of any 
ſervice to you? If Milan were a place in which 
works were publiſned in French, I could em- 
ploy myſelf in correcting the preſs, and thus 
avoid the wretchedneſs which threatens me, 
and from which you, ſir, can relieve me, by 
giving me an aſylum in your, houſe, where I; 
am perſuaded. you muſt have ſome- one who is 
le. uſeful to you than I might be. 

'I-hope, fir, that when you conſider my pre- 
ſent condition, and how different it is from 
that in Which you have formerly ſeen me, you 
will be induced to ſoſten its ſeyerity; and ſo 
much the .more. readily as this change in my 
circumſtances has not ariſen either from my. 
diſſipation or imprudence. -. 

When M. de Cideville procured me the ho- 
nour of being knawn to you, he, as well as 
myſelf regarded that honour as the means of 


221 
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augmenting my fortune how eould he fote- 
fes the injuſtice that would be dene me, and 
that my total ruin would be the reſult?: 
I fatter myſelf chat moved by my unhappy 
ſituatioh, you will honour me with ah aH E 
Which will diſſipate the frightful apprehenft- 
/ of which have of the future and which I can- 
\ ave hun without your kind aſliſtajice:”! With 
this hope, 1 meto e c re- 
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0 N my N 3 the les of Bormio, 
| iwhere his excellency Count Frederic was ſo 
WW + gbedasto: keep me three weeks for the beric- 
| „Ar of the air, and to reinſtate my health after 
chef ſicknefs I have had, Meſficurs Origoni aud 
krravireini remitted me from Florence, by 
11087 onder, five-and twenty ſequins, for, which 
I have given,thema, receipt, in the name of 
Mefficurs Francis @ and Lovis Bontemps of Ge- 
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_.I, cannot ſufficiently teſtify my gratitude to 
vou, nor could you, ſir, have ſent me this aſ- 
ſiſtance more opportuncly; as I wanted both 
linen and clothes. Although your generoſity 
extended the order to remit me what 1 ſhould 
have occaſion for without limiting the ſum, J 
thought it my duty not to abuſe your kindneſz; 3 
and without delay ' employed the twenty fiye 
ſequins in the purchaſe of ſome clothes which 
fortunately fitted me, and in four ſhirts which 
I have ordered io be made; and theſe will at 
leaſt place me in a condition to appear decent- 
ly in the houſes of fuch people of rank as have 
the goodneſs to admit me. In theſe families 1 
haye ſpoken of your goodneſs, and I was com- 
mended for having requeſted no more than 
this ſum, although your liberality had not re- 
ſtricted me. 

With what tranquility thaltf paſs the re- 
mainder of my life, ſhould I have the misfor- 
tune to ſurvive you, were you to ſettle me 
the means of ſupporting the diſtreſſing ſituation 
of my affairs, a ſituation which J have ſo little 
-merited.' I venture, fir, to hope this from your 
gocdnefs- I ſhall then have nothing further 
to deſire than an opportunity of expreſſing the 
greatneſs of my gratitude to you. I look for 
that happy day with impatience; and beg you to 
be perſuaded of the reſpectful wann 
with which I have the honour to be, | 


& $5216 17 
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6 and tranſported with joy, I thank you , for 

\ Your eonſoling promiſe of extr icating me 
from my diſtreſs, and for the eight Louis d'ors 
which you ſent me. They could not have ar- 
| rived more fortunately to relie ve me. from the 


| greateſt. embarraſſment, F earing | ſhould of- * 
fend Jou, 1 forbear to ſay all that paſſes i in 103 
mind. 5 flatter myſelf that your ideas of me 
are changed to my advantage, and Leſſure) you,. 
that Idelerye 1 they (hguld be ſo. by the ſenti - | 


ments of gratitude with which I haye the hor 
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you did me the honour to confide to me. You 
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will probably imagine that I haye read it with 
pleaſure, and you are not miſtaken; but ſhould 
yau.conclude that 1 telt:mytelt ſatisfied when 
J had finiſhed, you will be deceived. Charm- 
ed with what I have already ſeen, I have but 
the more ſenſibly, felt the abſence. of the re- 
mainder ;* and to the pleaſure, of peruſing the 
work has ſucceeded conſiderable anger againſt, 
the author. 3; | 
Your indifference, fir, or to ſpeak more frapk- ! 

ly, your indolence, muſt make all thoſe WhO 
know of what you are capable, as angry as 
myſelf. If you are ſo indifferent to fame as 
to conitemn the reputation which mult reſult 
from the perfection of this work, the juſtice. 
the public have done you with reſpec to what 
you have already imparted to them, calls on 
you to give them the remainder, which they. 
expect with impatience.” No one has aſcende 
with more truth, or mare penetration to the 
fountain head, nor has any one treated this 
ſubject with greater delicacy and preciſion. 1 
mall excite all your friends to importune you 
have made the work complete. At the head 
of theſe J ſhall place the Counteſs, to whoſe 
lips the Graces have imparted a gift of perſua - 
ſion; after which it will be ſeen whether we 
mall leave you indolent, and at Neon eaſe, for 
ſome time to com + » 4" 

You did me Juſtice, fr, when you aſſerted 
that I had no cotnexioh with the author of the 
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further now declare to you that I have never 
read the piece entirely through. I merely 
glanced over. it, becauſe. 1 was informed the 
author had cited me relative to M. de Voltaire; 
a circumſtance. which I could not hear without 
indignation. I would gladly know by what 
authority M. de Voltairc's name and mine are 
brought in queſtion, ſince neither the one nor 
the other are to be found in the work of mine 
Which is quoted by them. They go further : 
would. you ſuppoſe it, fir? They have inter- 
preted what I meant to ſay. The deification, 
of which they ſpeak, is merely a work of ima- 
gination, a chain of fictions, the links of which 
are connexed to form a Whole. The deſign 
in this was to point out in general the defects 
into which the learned fall, in various ſcic n- 
des and various nations. The author has, there- 
fore, in this work, been obliged to imagine 
| circumſtances, which, although related as cha 
— perſonal, ſhould be regarded 
as general Latire,, applicable to, all the 
ae who may be guilty of ſimilar errors. It 
£3 poſſible to write an allegory, or draw a 
| 3 which the imagination of the reader 
cannot apply to ſume one; whom are the 
author has not cyen known. Thus, he who, 
ig a work of invention, hall have beg only; a 
general object, ſhall be made to a llude, to an 
individual, by the malignity of falſe interpre- 
tation. If this be permitted, we mult no long- 
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elvis more reſerved, Judge of the intention 
4 he author in conformity with the general 
n of his work; and till they forbear to 

246 e the maligaity: of interpretation to — 
upon the writer whom they interpret. ant 
When I'faw in What manner the writer of 
the Voltairomaine had decided on my inten- 
tion, Town to you, fir, that I was extremeſy 
Curpriſed how he, who is faid to be the author 
of it, can be thus totally unmindfil of all de- 
cord. My ſurpriſe equalled my indignation 
and his temerity, not to uſe a harſher term. It 78 
ai that from the nature of the work, there 
is nothing . we might not 0 led to EX» 
Peck. u ill: at 
Jam TOR" tlie M. Us Voltaire ſo much 
defpifed this book as not to afwer it. He did 
perkectiy right Abortion is the deſtiny of 
ſuch writings; which can only exiſt by being 
the ſubject of converſation. M. de Voltaire 
has more valuable employment. Cultivating 
at preſent the Muſas ſeveriores, they have 
taught him tb riſe into thoſe tranquiF repions 
to which the vapours of the earth do * eo 
tend: Sapientum templa ſcrena. 2 
Here, fir, are the two madrigals 411K a de 
Bignicourt, Wblch 1 could not 'perfeMy repeat 
to you the Taft time I had the honour of TS 
ing you in Paris. 
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Pray inform me, fir, whether you are fe- 
quainted with the manuſeript on Tournaments, 
Purchaſed by M. de Reiux; and, when time 
| and circumſtances ſhall Cuir;/do not forget that 
| you have at Belleville a nen humble and ver Ty 
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| Win n of unjaſt anger you now repay m 
_ po Wherefore, Iris, would you e Hatrec 
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im. Fear not but that the people in power 
will be your partizans. I one day happened, 
at the table of the cardinal,” to affirm that he 
was the rector of a good ſwing in Normandy, 
by which I offended all preſent. His eminence 
made me repeat three times what I had ſaid, 
and I, ſhould have loſt the eſteem of the world, 
and have ruined my fortune, had not the Pre- 


v6t. des Marchands bore witneſs to the fact. 


The changellor thinks as I do relative to this 
*** of the police ; ; and M. Herault ought to 
be of the ſame opinion, or he will render him- 
ſelf accountable to thoſe whom he may con- 
demn, The chancellor thinks well of your 
works, which he has often mentioned to me. 
during our walks at Freſne. But of all your 
knights, my brother is molt angry with your 
enemy. I went to him after the receipt of 
your letter, and he told me that, in conformi- 
ty to the chancellor's orders, the Abbe Desfon- 
tains would be ſummoned to declare, whether 
the libels in queſtion were written by him; and, 
if not freely, would be obliged to fign the af- 
firmative or the negative. he aſſured the bus 
ſineſz will be properly conducted. I will ſhort- 


ly ſolicit the chancellor in perſon. 


,T embrace your cauſe with adour and tatis- 
fadion; which is bat juſt. I have continually 
known you the enemy of ſcandal; you are an- 
gry with knayes, and laugh at fools. I mean 
to Unitate your example to the beſt of my abi- 
ly; ; and yet I think myſelf an honeſt man. 
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This id no more than having an opinion? to 
impart ſuch an opinion to our friends is detrac - 


= Hen, Which religion, good ſenſe, and even in- 
ſtinct forbid. You have always appeared to 


me far from having any fuch evil propenſity, 
and Lam confirmed in this ſuppoſition by your 
acknowledged works, Which are *Worthy of 
yourſelf,» Continue to write without fear for 
fe and twenty years longer; but write poe- 
tuy, notwithſtanding! your oath in the pre face 
to Newton. With whatever clearfeſs, hedu- 
ty, and dignity, yon may have gudefftdöd and 
enplained the philoſophic ſyſtem of this En. 
gliſhaan, do not therefore” deſpiſe” pottical 
epiltles, poems, and tragedies. We "fhall al- 
ways obtain ſcientific food; but we ſhall ſoon 
have a dearth of works of wit, aud no longer 
vill go to the theatre from the want of good 
abe 1 and proſG. 

-»Adicn,-fir: why do you mention protection 
and ceſpec to an old friend, and one W will 
ape remain ſuch? 43 2 
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tien 1 ren Faris, Feb. 3%; 1757. 


15 WAS at your houſe this morning, fir, with 
a a Jefign of. having the honour of ſeeing yau, 


4 2 This —2 is — who formerly robbed 

me of ten louis d ors, was diſmiſſed from the 1 
antmorte!, and wrote a libel againſt me, ¶ Note 

of M. de Voltaire written on the original letter.] 
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and was informed that you were at court. "You 
would, without doubt, have been ſurpriſed at 
my viſit, but the motive by which it was octaſi- 

ened would have ſur priſed you ſtill more. Ne- 
verthe leſs, L aſſumed courage from the refled - 
ions which naturally ariſe in a mind of the firſt 
order, and I ſaid to myſelf: It is true that, 
Unce the year 17235, I have ſcarce ever had the 
bonour of ſeeing M. de Voltaire, but he will re- 
collect that he walks in a ſphere which does not 
permit every one to approach him; and he 
canuot be ignorant of the admiration of him 
which I have ever avowed, nor can he doubt 
the avowal without doing injuſtice to my dif- 


cerument. No one at preſent has it more in 


his power to render him juſtice than myfelf, 
from the opportunity which I had during a year 
of obſerving lm in thoſe ſocieties in which the 
mind and the heart may :diſcover their true 
feelings without danger, and thence I have 
formed an opinion of him, which perſuades me 
that it is a pleaſure to him to my obliga- 
tions. 

Theſe ſentiments, fir, led me to your houſe 
to beg the favgur. of you to lend me ten piſ- 
toles, for which I have an imtyediate occaſion; 


and ro offer you, for paymentyan authority to 


receive the ſum from the arrcats of a rent 
which was left me by a lady of your acquain- 
tance; ant Who Uds bean dead ſome. years. 

If the dead had any intluence I would implore 

her mediatiow in my behalt. You would not 
* Vol. II. a+ 99. A e ei ten 
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have xeſiſted that while ſherwas living, and per- 
aps ſhe till lives in your memory; at leaſt he 
we xrits the honour by the ſentiments ſnhe enter- 
tained reſpecting you. I was acquainted with 
them to the hour of her death e of that 1 
as a ſorrowful witneſs. een, 
The requeſt which I deſigned to e 
e to vou, I now communicate in wri- 
and if you ſhould pleaſe to comply with 
| 15 vin wait on any perſon you may think 
proper to name on your behalf, and place the 
authority in his hands. I fear to offend your 
dclicacy, ſhould I here employ; tricks of elo- 
quence to diſpoſe you to do me this favour. 
To explain gur neceſſity to a perſon whoſthinks 
nobly, is to ſay every. thing; and I will, only 
add. that my mnie "ul, be equally agent 


and durable. . 3100 
I haye the honour te ve moſt eruly, fir, your 
ads Rae's © vin 75 17055 
een cee 
A ie 84. ; Ain; at the houſe of M. Dionis. A 
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aire, to a magiſtrate wlio is his friend, and 
who is diſtinguithed by his virtue and his me- 
rit. I have long wiſhed to bring my bifinefs 


into repute by the works of a man whom T'then 


e only'by the powers of his mind, and 


who has ſince ſo {ſtrongly attached me to him 


by rhe qualities of his heart. My youth, my 
good diſpoſition, and my fincerity, titles to his 
favour which are ever ſucceſsful, completed 
What recommendation had comnienced. Bince 
that time, his confidence has rendered me the 
iuſtrument of ſo many acts of geverofity, that, 


as well in juſtice to him as in Eratitude 0 
friends Whom I particnlarly regret, I think it 


my duty to render an authentic teſtimony of 
all my tranſactions relative to M. de Voltaire, 


and to anſwer the unjuſt accufation of the li- 
ble entitled The Voltairomanie, which all 
worthy people behold with indignation, 
The following is the hiſtory of M. de Vol. 
taire's works fince I knew him, and which 1 
am enabled to prove by authentic documents. 
I began by priating the Henriade with con- 
ſiderable corrections, the profits of which M. 
de Voltaire preſented to a young man whoſe 
talents had made him his friend; and to whom 
he ao gave his tragedy of the Death of Ceſar. 
At the fame me he gave the liberty of re- 
printing Zaire, to another bookſeller, whoſe 
copy- right in that work had expired. Hel gave 


do me bis tragedies of Oedipos, Mariamne, d 
"Hrutus, "for my owtremotimet 1 21f6 ben 
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Tithed the Prodigal Son; the perſon who was 
charged to treat with'me for it demanded ſo 
rgaſonable a price, that, far from having any 
diſagreement, I gave him a hundred francs 
more than the price he had demanded. Some 
days after M. de Voltaire informed me in a 
letter that he never required. money, for his 
productions“, but books only. In fine, he 
made a preſent of his Elements of Newton 
to his Dutch bookſellers. Shortly after an edi- 
tian was printed which was called the London 
edition, aud I knew that the bobkſeller, who 
[| began it unknown to Voltaire, thought, never- 
__— theleſs, that it was an attention due to M. de 
Voltaire to communicate the deſign to him and 
© to ſabmit it to his corrections before it was 
publiſhed, The edition being ready to ap- 
peur, M. de Voltaire bought a hundred and 
fifty copies to preſent to his friends at Paris, 
ö which coſt him, including the winding, n, 
a hundred piſtoles. 
This, madam, is the account of the profit 
which M. de Voltaire has drawn from his 
works; or rather it is the means of confound- 
g. bis calumniator; and you will perceive 
what credit ought to be given to the impoſtures 
"of which His works is an entire;tifiue; '/ (0) 
07: Thaye the honour to to be, with the moſt pro- 
found reſpect, &. 2101. 1A 2. 011% 219ihutt 
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Declaration of the Abbs — DAN to the 
8 Police. l 
Dl annette | 


I declare that J am not the auther vf a n. 
bi 1 printed under the title of The Voltairoma- 
nie; and that T altogether diſavow it, regard. 
ing as calumnious all the facts Which are im- 
puted to M. de Voltaire in that libel; and that 
T ſhould think myſelf diſnonoured had I taken 
the, leaſt part in that production, profeſſing as 
T do all the ſentiments of eſteem for M. de 
Voltaire which are due to his talents, and 
Which tlie public ſo juſtly expreſs for him. 
None at Paris, April 4% Fj gye en 


Rae and; | 


K. B. The original is aepelted in the hands of 
M. mans v2 
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LED Cbampbonin, * I 5, my. 


2 mult! no 1 write to M. de Val- 
taire at Cirey; my ſon; he is lately gone to 
Bruſſels with the Marquis and Marchioneſs du 
Chatelet. You will eaſily conceive how much 
we are e afflicted at his abſence; neyer was there 


42 9 * „ * 


eee er 
t more tender or more reſpectable ſr ic ad- We 


feelingly regret; the four years which he paſſed 
in Champaign. Thoſe happy days, during which 
we lived with bim, cannot but recal to your 
memory the numerous marks of friendſhip he 
beſtowed on us; which were ſo effectual that, 
dad I the power, I could not do more even 
por you who are my ſon.” How great then 
TH . ought your gratitude toward him be? He was 
under no obligation of affording, you fuch ſin- 
TS gular marks of attachment, and I hope you 
TT will never forget the exceſs of his kindneſs. 
it is not enough that you ſhould partake 
| the favours he has done üs; it is HeceMary thay 
you mould even füt pafs us in gratitude.” LGV 
mim ke your father; every feeling of affess 
| tion 35 due from, you to him; and Will giee me 
| | fil” greater fatisfacklon than the ſüme affee- 


_ 
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= tion felt Din i Iv L927 | 
he repre of your mother equals mine; 
| 70d know! our friendſhip for him, and we 
boch larnent the Tofs' of thoſe ptoofs of congt- 
bY ial tendernefs; which be was fo ready rs 

"en return. ya * 11323 4 1211] 998 nog 
The Count and Counteſs de la Neuville, 
4 concerning whom you make enquiry, nike us, 
ws infinitely Fegret the loss of M. de Voltaire. 
UE He Upatted' betoved by the whole" contry, 
and e alt be wait bis abſence.” The Marguis 
$60 Marchtonefs du Chatelet give üs to Hope 
US tt hb in rötutn to eey as on as they 
LY + þ at 
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Write regularly to Bruſſels, my»fon3: and; 
depend on the affection of A and of your! 
mother, 00 b 94 ad od! RY ETquady) m 
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fl guullbo 11 10 e nm 4 eee. 2317 
iSt Guetta ot 1% Hide ; zn £69 bowled 
nong 210: « ex Ty T 1 ASgwormuÞd 1 bn 

Hoc © E 43 A 0 10 


r Tl entire HOY 1572010 
Abad To M. or Vorthike, * 
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ig g 2801 1363 TD OED 
Li AM extremely 2 Ty of becoming 
ſome way uſeful to you; this is an old ſentis 
ment which, I have often expreſſed in my pub. 
lications, which I have communicated to M. 
Thiriot on more than one occaſion, aud whie 
I feel very forcibly renewed ſince the affair 
Prault. I cannot endure that a multirude-o 
inſignificant people, embittering their minds 
againſt ſuch a character, ſhould, ſome of them 
from. pure maligaity, others from a falſe air af 
probity and juſtice, exert the mſelves to com : 
municate the poiſon, of their heart to more 
worthy pæople. 

It has occurred to me that the. public kalte, 
which has been hitherto ſafficiently uniform i in 
its partiality to my writings, would render ms 
more likely than any other man to do you ſom 
ſervice. . My admiration, of your talents, and 
the particular attachment profeſs to your per- 


L 4 


A 
„ 
3 
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don, would ſalene urge me to this object with 


much zeal: but my ovn intereſtſis connected 
with my wiſhes, and if I may in ſome meaſure 
gad to your reputation you may «t-the ſame 
; tigte, be ſexviceable to wy fortunes 17 14) 
Here follow two points, ſir, — — 
'2 little explanation; but it ſhall be ſhort ; 
for I have nn my" the propoſition em 
Jen, n+ HERS hot 701 
aſt. I. have thought. chat e defense of M. 
40 Voltaire and his works, written: with, care, 
energy, and ſimplicity, &c, miglit be a valua- 


cle work, and might perhaps once for all fie 


* 


ence malignity. 1 ſhould divide it into two 


Parts; ont of which would re ſpect his perſon, 
and the other bis productions. Thoſe advan- 
tages which the habit of writing may have 
added to ſuch abilities as I poſſeſs L will em- 
 ploy+: The work ſhould be proven Ane 
Nee Wine 
1; 2d«; The derangement "of; my is Fat 
that if Heaven: or ſome one inſpired by Hea- 

ven, does not enable me to ſettle them, I ſhalt 
oon depart for England. I ſhould not com- 
plain of my ſituation, had it originated in my 
ilh conduct; but, though I have been five years 
in Frances with as many friends as there are 


5 lr people: in Paris, and with the protecti- 


-on of a prince of the blood“ who entertains 
me * 5555 on W Lam yet without a ber 


*. — 5 » ge „ 2 — —— — 
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nefice of ſive ſous. Lowe about a Hundred 
and fifty louis d'ors; for which my creditors, 
unitiag together, have made me give my per- 
ſonal ſecurity; and ſo urgent is my necellity, 
that, having agreed to diſcharge my debrs at a 
time which expires on the firſt of the enſuing 
month, lam threatened with an arreſt if I am 
not punctual. Of a thouſand opulent perſons 
with whom I paſs my life, I know not one of 
whom Trcaw venture to demand this fam, or 
Who think would advance it for me. | 
The queſtion is, would M. de Voltaire, paſt. 
ly engaged by his generoſity and by his zeal 
for men of letters, partly by my deiygh to em- 
ploy myſelf in his ſervice, be willing to deli- 
ver me from the moſt cruel embarraſſment 
which IL have ever experienced? The under- 
taking is worthy of him; befide thut the no- 
velty alone of ſettling the affairs of a man to 
whom the protection of a prince of the blebd, 
and I may add the friendſhip ef all Paris is in- 
effectual, appears to me a  imgutar induc e- 
unt. 125 ee 
TI have two ways of repaying the obligation. 
The firſt; by a grateful ſenſe of rhe; favour ; 
and 1 tal be reduced to that if death faxpri- 
Fes me; for I do not poſſe ſs a revenue of d fin- 
gle ſou“; but I am not advanced in years, and 
enjoy a ſtate of health which promiſes me 
* life. The other mode 1s, to give ſecuri- 


e 


* 
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| Sue lebt, that would be ſufficĩent far 
myicreditars if they would liſten to rea on, but 
my; upholſterers and taylors, who have waited 
ſome time for their debts, did net think the 
ſerurityrfuficient. A man of letters will bet» 
* ri underſtand. the value of this fund ef! 
conelude, firs» for indeed here is a very 
extraordinary letter I flatter myſelf that, as 
+ 6411 find much pleaſure in'boaſting of your 
© Kindijeſs mould you grant me the fayour, you 
will alſo be careful to bury my. requeſt in ob- 
Mtion if any reafon, which I ſhall feel no wiſh 
ty diſcover, ſhould prevent you: giving it the 
Teception which I hope; But in either caſe, 
von Will pleaſe to regard as onc of your mew 
„ A rp ſervants and zealous admirers the 
ſit”: CY 1 4 504 5 e 
13118 ith It fonte Abbe rab, 


—4 dt ye! ba. 
P. S. Vöu will ly imagine that the two 


propoſals I bave, made you ſprang from;M. 
| N me of Jour, various en il 
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Made to the dee of «ak by Gi rler Ent 
1Ckairaut, April 1741, relative tothe memorial 


\ of Nee Voltaire, concerning Living Force. 
Wee drinne by brder of te kent 
demy, the memorial of M. de Voltaire entit 
i. 408, Doubts on the meuſure and the nature of 


JUSTtFICATGRY PIECES, 25t 


moving Forces. The memorial contains two 
parts“ The firſt part is an abridged recital 
of the principal reaſons which have been ad- 
duced, to prove that the forces of bodies in 
motion are as the quantities of motion, that 
is, as the maſs multiplied by the ſimple velocity, 
and not by the ſquare of the velocity; as thoſe 
pretend who adopt the theory of Vis vira, or 
living force. The reafons ſtated by M. de 
Voltaire are not given as demonſtrations, but 
propoſed as doubts: they, however, are the 
doubts of a well amen 3 ou V's 
reſemble deciſion. 

We hall not enter into tue bie of 
this firſt part, becauſe tlie intention of the au- 
thor ſeems only to have been to recite the 
ſtrongeſt reaſons which have been given againſt 
living forces, in a manner ſufficiently brief 
and clear, ſo as to be recollected by. ſhe read- 
cr, with facility. en | 

In the fecond part, Made Voltaire £648 r5 
the nature of force. As lic his conthudel that 
moving force is only the produce of the 'mals 
multiplied by the velocity, he admits,of no 
diſtinction between the vis mortua, or dead 
force, and the vis viva, or living force. When 
it: is ſaid that the force of a body in motion 
ffers infiuitely from that of a body at reſt, 
this, according to him, is equal to ſa ying that 
liquid, is infinitely ere liquid whey it Wy | 
than when, it, dogs not 
10 He, next; ates, thar, if. forc ce be . nothio og + 
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more than the produce of the mals multiplied 
by; the; velocity; it is nothing more than the 


hody itfelf acting, or ready to act. Thus he 
rejects the opinion of the philoſphers, who 


hae imagined that force was a diſtinct being, 


ſubſtance animating and ſeparate from bo · 
ies; that force ought to be ſought fog: in the 
ſimple beings called monades, &. 
M. de Voltaire having rematked;.n as many 


other perſons have previouſly done, that in 
various caſes the quantity of motion augments, 


and remaining convinced that force is merely 
tie quantity of motion, he aſks whether thuſe 
philoſophers who have maintained the ſyſtem 


of the preſervation of an equal quantity of 
foroe, in nature, are not as far from the truth 
as thoſe who ſhould maintain the preſervation 
of an equal quantity of ane Fan ek 
forms, Cece 2412877 549. 25; 039 


He next aſts, by refiteingoity the circur2s 
ſtance; that an elaſtic body ſtriking on ano- 
ther more large, does then communicate a 


greater quantity of motion, and conſequently 
aecording to him more force than it previouſly 
pofleſſed, whether it be not evidently deduci- 
ble that bodies do not communicate force; ſo 
that, the maſs and the motion being inſuffici- 
ent for the communication of motion, the vis 
inertia would be likewiſe neceſſary, without 


which matter would make n0. pelitanes * aud 
there would be no action. 

M. de. Voltaire, further P that the 
vis inertia; the maſs, and the motion, are not 
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ſufficieut. He/thibks there muſt be a princi- 
ple which keeps all bodies in motion, and in- 
ceſſantly communicates to them an acting force, 
or a force ready to act; which principle, ac- 
cerding to him, ſhould be gravity; Whether 
gravity have or have not a mechanical cauſe. 
Neither can gravity; continues he, account 
for all the effects of nature. It is very far from 
explaining the force of organized bod ies, which 
muſt habe an internal nen _ Gi of 
elaſtic porta tr tht 
M. de Voltaire ba his n by 
faying, that ſince the active force of elaſticity 
produces the lame effects as force of an other 
kind, it may be concluded that nature, which 
often attains different ends by the ſame means; 
may alſo attain one end by various means; 
and that therefore true philoſophy conſiſts in 
recording the operations of nature, previous 
to ſubjecting che whole to any general law. 
Of the various queſtions; difficult to reſolve; 
which the two parts of this memorial contain, 
it appears tliat M. de Voltaire is well acquaint- 
ed with what relates to experimental philoſo- 
phy; and that he has himſelſ woll conſidered 


rn ſubjects. FEEL CITES a. : 9: hag ac ie 
he- og _ oy uw l87t 5 38 
Al: nion 36 Pror, Cain Ara 


3. certify that the above copx 18 E incl 
able to the original. amn 
Faris, Aprit 275 yt... h apt 
Dokrobs DE MAIN, petjcitnt bene 
81 of che royal academy of ſcienees. 
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god ri eee tens. nid Ta. 
15 13, r, along, while ſince you heard, from... 
and. it is very mortifying that I am com- 
relle to gall your attention to me by a hiſto- 
1 of my misfortunes. Let I too well know 
the ſeutiments of your heart to yield, to m 
fears. , Mya father is {till living ;, he is eighty 
years old, and is, extremely. fecble. Ar kis 
2 Mall poſſeſs more than a hundred, thou- 
ſand francs; but I have not received a crown. | 
My. profeſſion abounds, with diffculties; and, 
ta purſue it, aſliſtance is required, on which, I 
have relied, and which has failed me. I haye 
been afflicted with long and ſevere ſickneſs, ang 
though at length 1 regained, my health, my. 
practice had declined. I afterwards Cones an 
"acquaintance, with a rich devotee; and, having 
incurred much expence in dreſs to enable me 
to appear ſuitably at her table, the barbarouſ- 
1y;fotbade. me the, houſe. At ſaſt, fir, the poor . 
M.;de Fimargon applied to me for aſſiſtauce, 
and counſel, and as I thought his affairs pror, 
miliggl, dedicated, my whole time and labour 
to the proſecution of his ſuit. My ilineſs had, 
e 96 ph half my, buſineſs, and I Joſh 8 


je received ab and, and wrote a Tha 
againſt me, ed almy ap my han 0 ttaire, | 


JUSTITICATORY: PIECES. 255 
remainder by giring my whole time to M. de 


Firmaręon. 

I flatter myſelf that I ould acquire baer 
by extricating him from that affair, and that 
his gratitude would ſufficiently indemnify me, 
Every thing has been unfucceisful, ſir. Mean 
white I was three months in ſeatekof a houſe; 
off the twenty third of December 1 hired one, 
and fince that time the workmen Have been 
employed in preparing it for my reception; 
ſo that fix months have paſſed in which I have 
been without a houſe, without chambers, and 
conſequently without employment. 

Judge, fir, of my ſituation. I dtp ths 
procure a crown from my father. He Who has 
been inflexible during his whole life, does not 
become feeling at the age of eighty. M. Do- 
dun, the old receiver-general, of whom 1 have, 
hired my houſe in the Iſle“, has made me wait, 
but he has expended four thouſand francs to 
make the houſe commodious for me, Which Will 
be to my advantage. I have ſome furniture 
which, were they on the ſpot, would ſerve' ny; 
purpoſe. I have not therefore, fir, auy pre“ 
ſent occaſion for more money than will enable 
me to remove my furniture to the place which 
of cburſe is an object of importance, to pay 
ſome trifling debts which T have contracted in 
the"courſe' of fix months, and to leave me 4 
fall Tim v with which! _ I Gd W 5 
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and ſubſiſt en fall:3nto pradice; :which 
65 cannot fail to doo et 2 BLN” 
I have frequently Ks fey that theaitifor- 
brunste are permitted to boaſt a little. Claim- 
ing this! privilege, to which my ſituation has 
given me tod clear a title, Lmay declare that 
1 do not feat any advocate who is at preſent at 
the bar. If I find aſſiſtance I ſhall ſoon reco- 
ver my loſſes, and my chambers will have their 
uſe j in the courſe of a year my practice will 
probably be conſiderable; and my father: muſt, 
in the end, leave me the property which he 


cannot carry away with him. But ſhould I not 


procure any aid, my houſe will become uſe- 
leſs ; I ſhall be no longer able to appear at the 
courts; and I ſhall be inevitably ruined ; for I 
haveko talents for any other employment. I 
will give. you all the ſecurity in my power; my 
wife and Twill engage jointly and ſeparately for 
the debt; or I will even give bills of exchange 
for it, provided ſufficient time is granted me 


for the payment. 


Will you abandon me, ſir, ad forget your 
long friendſhip for me? I am one of your 
Seit partifans; and the defender of Ocdipus 
ought not to periſh for want in the midſt of 
"the faireſt ho; es; nor does he aſk for more 


"Hana little a ſtance. You Will ha de the ho- 


0 r of BM ORIGHE: an adyocate; and, i te 


become celebrated, the work will hot be un- 
" worthy of you! THoogh,” you have kithepto 
done fo much add in various ways, this way 


, i 
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- perhapt'bs: wanting to vont ſame My whole 
reliance is on you, ſir; for the times are fright · 
fulſince nobody is ntereRedinbehalf of talents, 
You alone know all who poſſe is them; and you 
are their protector 3 and, ſhould you think 
that Lam among the number youwill not ſure- 
ly forſake me My fortune then depends on 
the judgment which yo {ſhall entertain of my 
capacity, and, I expect your de ciſion with con- 
fidence I lodge with M. Dubois, at the Pa- 
ais Royal, Rue de la Comédie Fravgaiſe,.. er 
fore you enable me to remove to my houſe, I 
| ſhall-look for the hongur of your animes, 1 
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Ws gave me "permiſſion ſir, again to re · 
mind you of my ſituation after your return 
from the country. 1 appear reſpectable eygough 
in my counſellor's gown; but I am in total 
want of clothes; nor can I pay any viſt th, which 
defapges all my as. Be ſo good as to in- 
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bern, une pod have thought of M. Tbiriot. 
F have had but four Tolls te ſubſiſt on for fix 
days, and you have promiſed 1 me ſome ſmall 
alfſiſtanee; do not withhold it at preſent, fir, 
Were I property dreſfed 1 Wobld be in a con- 
dition to e and my ſituation 
would change, I have the promiſe of many 
© canſes, but they are not yet ready for trial. 
We-approfich the -yaGations,- and the\time is 
therefore unfavourable. -- Will you ſir, mean 
while, ſafer me to die of hunger? I did not 
eat yeſterday; and the day before bread was 
my fed; but it was a feaſts, I cannot 
decently, go out lin my gown, and my-drefs- is 
in logo bad a ſtate to be ſeen. I dare not 
therefore viſit any one; nor have I money to 
procure; any thisg at heme. My ſituation is 
terrifying), For, God's ſake, ſir, give the! 
barer of this letter what you may think pro- 
. per for my; preſent: relief; he is d perſon on 
SH | whom you may rely. Pray inform me what 
. Thiriot does. Will you permit an old ſer- 
vant: to periſh; a man who venture to ſay 
poſſeſſes talents, and who is adtually in ſight of 
. the darbour? His veſſel is fomewhat. impaired ; - 
but he needs only aſſiſt ance to enter the vo 
Lam with the moſt MPN Sratitude, ei 100 
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122 ann during pen 
to render myſelf. worthy of your eſteem and 
your zeal for the intereſt of youthful poets in 
whom you difcover talents 'But having com- 
poſed" the muſic of an opera, I find myſelf, 1 
know not how, metamorphoſed into a muſician, 
In this quality the Duke de Richelieu commit- 
ted to my care the alteration of the Divertifſe- 


ments which you have introduced into the 


Princeſs of Navarre, and he even required me 
to make ſuch changes in the original plan as 
were neceſſary to adapt it to your new ſubject. 
I made reſpectful remonſtrances, the duke 
inüſted, and I obeyed ; it is the only din 
which can be done by a man in my fituation? 
M. Ballet is charged to communicate the al- 
terations to you; which I have endeavoured 
to execute in the feweſt words poſſible; and 
that is th& only merit I can give them: Do 
me the favour, fir, to examine them, or ras 
ther to ſubſtitute others more worthy of the 

place which theyj were deſigned to occupy. 
I alfo hope, fir, that you will * to oe 
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your opinion of the recitative before it is per- 


formed, and point out to me the places in 
which I have departed from good taſte, that 


- is, to ſay from your conception. Whatever 


may be my ſuccels in theſe trifling eſſays, they 
Will. ever make me. proud ſhould they procure 
me the opportunity of being known to you, 
PAT of exprefling the admiration and profound 


| 1 with Which! have the honour to obs! 


sue, Jour very humble, &c. 
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On * Rouſſe au- formerly declared LP 


your enemy leaſt he ſhould be compelled to 


acknowledge himſelf your inferior. Another 
Rouſſean, without the genius of the former, 
thought proper to imitate his malicious con- 
duct. e Gn by the ſame name as 
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* Joon: Baptiſte We 40 not know the athey Ron — 
feau; it was not the Rouſſeau of Thoulouſe, author 
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thoſe, but polleſs neither the talents of the one 
nor the preſumption of the other, and am ſtill 
leſs capable of their injuſtice to you. I am very 
willing to live unknown but not diſhonoured; 
and ſuch I ſhould deem myſelf had I failed in 
the reſpect which all men of letters owe to 
you, and which all thoſe entertain who merit 
reſpect themſelves. 

I will not dwell on this ſubjed, nor "violate? 
even when you are the object, the law I have 
reſolved to obſerve never to addreſs the praiſ- 
es of any one to himſelf, But, fir, I will take 
the liberty to ſay that you formed an unworthy 
judgment of an honeſt man when you believed 
him capable of returning ingratitude and arro- 


gance for your kindneſs and politeneſs to him 


in the affair of the Fetes de Ramire“. I haye 
not forgotten the letter with which you ho- 
noured me on that occaſion, and which con- 
vinced me that, notwithſtanding baſe calum- 
niet, you are the true patron; of riding talents 
which need protection. You deigned to pra. 
miſe your friendſhip to the firſt efforts of my 


mind ; they were unſucceſsful, and that was 
whut 1 ought to have expected. A ſolitary 


being who knew not how to ſpeak, a timid, diſs 
concerted man did not dare to preſent himſelf 
to you * ee een would! have beun 2 ? 


DILLIOLLIATST | ERS tHyg ot [15:55 


= "a \ am 2 


* La TEE de Navarre, G was Mr waras 
called, Les Fetes de Ramire, | 


7 


of — 6 6 ns tees 


mt. 
6— RT INT IT I TT * * 


5 ( { 
— 

. 

: 


* 


5 252 N BELEOTION or 
But it was confidence and not zcal that I want- 


ad; fearing to intrude on your obſervation, 1 


expected from time a! favourable occaſion to 


teſtify to you my reſpect and gratitude. 


From that day I renounced letters and the 
deluſive hope of acquiring fame; deſpairing 
to obtain that object by the uf genius, I 
have diſdained to owe it, like ordinary men, 
do indirect means. But I never ſhall renounce 


my admiration of your works. You have paint- 
"ed friendſhip and every virtue as a man who 
- underſtanls and loves them. I have heard en- 
vy murmur but have rejected its clamours, and 


have ſid without fear af deceiving myſelf: 
« Theſe - writings which elevate the mind and 
excite fortitude are not the productions of a 
man indifferent to virtue.“ 4 


Nor did you form juſter notions of a rep 


Mean, ſiner I was known to you as ſuch? 1 
adore liberty, and equally deteſt defpotiſm 
aud ſervitude, and would not impoſe either 
on any man. Such principles illy ſympathis - 
with inſolence; which is often the ſentiment 
of 'flaves, or of men ſtill more vile than thoſe, 
IMtle authors who are jealous of great talents. 


declare to you then, ſir, that nat only Rouſ- 


ſeau of Geneva never held the diſtourſe you have 
attributed to lum, but alſo that he is incapable 
vf ſuch language. I do not flatter myſelf that 
Iſhall deſetve the hotiour of being known to 
vou; but Ever r Mage $a AY: it Will 


D een 1 1: 2; 07 0 


* . F » "F ig 5 o g 
ow r N ; * 


were wearonz + PIRCES. 263 


be, I hope, nay. b ee worthy of your 
elbe inden en bene inen e, 
14 is hovour to be: with profound x T's 
bed, din ti mas eat Vu bt 6 YH. 
5 1 ne ier 23321067 7 f 1674 
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To" M. DE VorTaiRe, 3 I 


ne Nov. an, un 


1 WAS, ir, at the time nformed. of ah 5 in- 
gratitude and inſolence of the inſignificant 
d' Arnaud toward you, and I exprefied my in- 
dignation at his conduct. I even deſiged M. 
d' Argental to refer back to the letter of Fré- 
ron, and to take a copy of it. This letter was 
in the hands of every; one, and was circulated 
in. ſo; diſadvantageous a manner that L wiſhed 
to ſee the preface, which was complained of, 
and which was accuſed of being mutilated - It 
appeared to me as ſimple as Lcould wiſh, and I 
found nothing to blame in it but the name of 
the author and his ſtyle. In ſhort, ſir, Ido 
not doubt that the king, whom you ſerve, will 
do you ſpeedy juſtice. He is fortunate who 


„ 3 
\ 


* 
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has occuſion to defend the truth before am 
narch, who himſelf e diſſe minates 
K Us ng 

Yet, notwithſtanding this aſſurance, fir, I 
muſt again exhort you to aſſume greater for- 
titude. A ſplendid fame, and perfect tran- 
quillity are rarely. found friends and compani- 
ons. , 

But to retdi to "this worthleſs. man. 1 am 
this inſtant informed that he has juſt written 
a new letter to Freron, in which he declares 
that the matter is entirely accbmmodated. In 

the name of God, fir, while you patronize true 
talents, beware If tlioſe drones. They pre- 
ſerve no remembrance of what they owe you, 
sKeept it be to infüre their bene factor. This 
ſubzect recals to my mind that a perſon“ told 
me one day, that, being placed at the theatre 
near the Abbé Derfortains and d' Arnaud, he 
heard the firſt reproach the other with enter- 
raining ſome attachment to you. But, fir, an- 
_ fweret d Arnaud, you do not conſider that᷑ he 
ſerves me, and that T'owe him my gratitude; 
On! replied the abbe, we may receive obliga- 
tions from him when we have oeccaſion; but 
e mut calummiate him * 
Pou ſee that the man has not Ane this 
have” +4 not has been ſlow to put it in practice. 
Adieu, -fir ; diſdain this vile race; and en- 
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ſpecling events. Truth is ever finally trium- 
Phant, and envy ſinks Wen pore, as 


| axe reputations. F 
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To M. DE. VOLTAIRE. | _w_ 


* 115 14 : + [a8 - 81 | Lyons, April 15, n 


1171 


ye ars. In the kiod of — — to which 1 was 
reduced by the unjuſt conduct of the French 
comedians of Paris of quitting that place, there 
was no retreat which better ſuited my natural 
inclination for repoſe and liberty; and 1 am 
ſo much the more ſatisficd, with my choice as 
other reaſons. have led you to the ſame aſylum, 
But it is not enough that our inclinations hap- 
peu to be mutual, our ſentiments alſo ſhould 
be in uniſon... How painful would it be to cach 
of us, if, inhabiciug the lame place, gud vilit- 
ing the ſame families, we can heithef ſee nor 
converſe with each other without reſtraint aud 
perhaps bitterneſs. I know that I have offend- 
ed vou, but it was not by indulging any of 
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„The — of M. de Voltaire will be found in in 
the fourth volume of the General Correſpondence, er- 
roneouſly dated 1754 — — wich an extract — 
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thoſe-paſſions which are at ouce a diſgrace 40 
Ute ra ture and human ore ges 2 
My attachment to Rouſſeau, and my com · 
plaiſance to the Abbe Desfontains were the ſole 
beauſes of the offence I have given you. Their 
- death has avenged you of them; and the little 
good 1 did by my ſucrifices to them does not 
permit me to lament their deat g 
A thouſand men in my ſituation wn tell 
you; fir, that they eſteem you more than your 
moſt zealous "partiſans, - becauſe: their eſteem 
was more confſiſtent and leſs blind. The proof, 
on my ſide, is incofiteſtible. ' D'Auberval, the 
_ tomedijar at Lyons, whoſe talents you Have 
 HUmired;and whoſe character you would adore 
d you Know Rim as I do, can aſſure you that 
VB Feharged him with the verſes,” Wbich I now 
ſend you, three days before your ſudden and 
btifbreſeen departure. Iavailed myſelf of your 
tuleing this city in your route; and through 
hiehll was alſo paſſing. Theſe verſes are yet 
Mire ſeaſonable than ever, as L ſhall be at Ge. 
neva on the 224 of this month; and as we ſhall 
both begſettled there. I have . to add 
But the llowing offers- boo DID 4 
I have written a criticiſm on your works an 
br volumes, which are yet in manufcript; 
hoe I ill fend to yo Preffxed to my flit 
comedy is a letter with which you were offend- 
ed aft have been formerly told, by Rouſſet; 
1 wilt Tuppreſs that letter in the edition of my 
2 which I am * $81} The Ker 
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ſuntaĩnes publiſhed t wo poems which he excited 
me to write againſt you; Iwill ſuppreſs thoſe 
alſo : and at eee merit your friend- 
thip=:i3 570 wat mbteaCFoddgA S99%07.95905 L649 
1 will do more; my fugitive pieces in two 
volumes are dedicated to a gentleman af the 
country of Vaud, who is anxious td! be known 
to you, and whole - acquaintance would give 
you plraſure ; to convince the public of the fin». - 
cerity of my regard for you, Lam ready, with 
your permiſſion, to dedicate my Theatre in 
fuur volumes to you. I do not think that you 
can require ny thing further... 
But ſpeaking of editions, it is time, firs that 
you reſolve, as well as myſelf, to publiſh, an 
edition of your works, avowed by,yourſelf, and 
executed under your own iuſpection. The 
public expect this with impatience, and they 
will not believe any thing tobe yours which 
vou do not yourſelf: give them. At Geneva, 
yuuꝭ axe in a place which will permit you to ex- 
ecute the duſign; and I will undertake; if zou 
think proper, a part of this work, in the ſame 
manner as thirty years ſince at the Hague yen 
confided to my catc the correction of the n 
for the Henriade. 1570 | 


tend ga copy of this ame, whey che 3 


which-are encleled, to M. de d 


honours me with his eſteem and friendſhipt , I 
flatter myſelf that he will be very bappy.to 
ive the Whole planhis-prote con is it 
verefſary. that the rr ſnould zen * 


* 


[ 


| 


gn r brio or 
_ n vo the ſtep Which I take? DO 


yon not know, fir, that it is greater to acknow - 
ge our faults than never to have committed 
any, and more 'glottous to pardon than to 
avenge ourſelves? Merville addreſſes himſelf 
to Voltaire! Vo fee that I Hniſh poetically; 
but it is not as à pet, it ig as a friend, an ad- 
mirer, and a man Who thinks, that I aſſure 
yort of the particular eſteem and 9 
ent wich which F neee 
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AI ary kecbeck, ür, it is my duty to ef pref 
my ac to you; and, while 1 offered "the 
rüde out] in of. my 1 -owful reveries, "I 

nought not "of making a preſent worthy of you, 

ut 10 aequitting myſelf. of an obligation by 
xenderivg the homage which we all owe to vou 
* pur; ene Senſible, beſide, « of the Honour 
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2 5 the letter of M. Te Volmire.t to NM. Roufſean, 
dated Auguſt 9 1755, in che fourth ee of tlie 
General orteſpondence 7 911 7 Won 
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1 which you do my country, I participate in the 

| gratitude of my fellow, citizens, and hope that 
it will augment in proportion to tlie profit 
they may deri ve from your precepts. Embel- 
liſh-the afylum you have choſen, enlighten a 
peuple worthy of your leſſons, and do you, who 
ſo well know how ta diſplay liberty and virtue, 
teach us to cultivate them, in, our actions as we 
adore them in your writings. All who approach 
you ought to learn from you ae road to glory 
and immortality. 

Lou perceive, ſir, I Ant alpire to the re- 

putation of once more leading men into the 
woods; not but that I regret my part of the 
loſs of a ſtate of nature. With reſpect ty your- 
ſelf, fir, to make. you a ſavage would be a mi- 
racle ſo great that it can be wrought only by 
God, and to pernicious that it can be willed only 
by the devil. Do not, therefore, attempt to 3 
walk on all-fours; to do which no man on "ll 
earth is lefs qualified. You teach men too ef- 
fectually to ſtand firmly not to remain erect | 
yourſelf, T own the difgrace which attends | 
on celebrated men of letters is great indeed, 
nor do I deny that the evils are numerous which 
are attached to human nature, and whieh ap- 
pear tobe independent of our vain knowledge. 
Men have opened ſo many ſources of miſery to 
themſelves that their happineſs is but little the 
creaſed when they chance to eſcape a ſingle 
misfortune. 'There 'are ſecret, connexions, 
however, in the progreſs. of things which are 

e 


*. 
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unpercelved by the vulgar, but which do bot 
eſcape the thoughtful eye of the philoſopher. 
Ir was neither Terence, Cicero, Vir gil, Se- 
neca, hor Tacitus, ho cauſed the erĩmes of 
the Romans and the misfortunes of Rome. 
But without the flow and ſecret poiſon which 
inſenſibly corrupted the moſt vigorous govern- 
ment of which hiſtory has preſerved there. 
membrance, Cicero, Lucretius, Salluſt, and 
ſuch men had ne ver exiſted or they had never 
written. The amiable age of Laelius and Te- 
rence infenſibly introduced the brilliant period 
of Horace and Auguſtus; and, in fine, the hob- 
' $19 epoch of Seneta and Nero, that of Tac 
tus and Domitian. A taſte for the arts and 
ſciences” has its birth in a ſecret viee which it 
ſoon augments in its turn; and if it be true 
that all human acquirements are pernicious to 
the" ſpecies, thoſe of the mind and of know 


T3 


Tedfe,” which increaſe our pride and multiply 


Pur ande rings, will ſooneſt accelerate men's 


misfortunes. Yet, chere neceſſarily comes a 
tie in which thofe acquirements are requiſite 
to ſtay the progreſs of cvil: it is the Rect which 
ütt remain in the wound, leaſt, in removing 

' 5 the wounded: ſhould: expire. 2113, 422202999} 
"Ai to" myfett, had I porſued my firſt yore- 
tion and neither read for written, I ſheuld 
habe brensunqueſtionably more happy; yet if 
lettets could now be entirely effated, L ſhould 
be deptived of the only pleaſure which is left me. 
eis in letters that 1 find a conſelation for all 
my misfortunes ; it is Among their illuſtrious 
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children that I taſte the delights, of friendſhip, 
and learn to enjoy life and deſpiſe death, To 
them I owe the little merit I haye, and to 
them am 1 alſo indebted for the honour. of 
being known to you. But let us conſult inter- 
eſt in our concerns, and truth in our writings. 
Although there need philoſophers, hiſtoriang, 
and truly learned men to enlighten the world 4 
ard conduct its blind inhabitants, yet, if the 
wiſe Memnon has hot miſinformed me, I know 
nothing more ridiculous than a nation of ſages. 
Confeſs, ſir, if it be right that great minds 
ſhould - inſtruct men, the vulgar ought to re- 
ceive their precepts. If each, takes upon him- 
ſelf to give inſtruction, where will thoſe. be 
Who are to receive it? The lame, ſays wy 
talgne, are ill calculated for bodily.cxerciſe, 
| or decripid ſouls for the exerciſes of the mind. 
| Neyertheleſs, in this Jearned)age, we ſee none 
| wat: the lame. willing to teach others to walk. 
Ordinary men receive the writings, of. the 
An 00 criticiſe them, and not, to inftrut 
> themſelves: Never was the world ſwarmed 
1 with fuch dwarfs: in intellect; they crowd; the | 
; theatre, the coffee-houſes e544. with their 
ö 
. 
d 


ſentences, the bookſellers, Ralls, are coyereſ 

with their Writings, aud I hear the Orphan 

| criticiſed, becauſe, it is,applauded,, by a ſchool 

if boy ſo little capable of, perceiving its 17 
4 that ſcarcely gan he feel any, of its beauties , 
e. Let us look for the firſt ſourcc of all the 10 | 
Nl * © dnrGockekys (808 WE (all. My * mi- : 
as 


* all 1145 Bl M4. e 2OMBITOELLT] 


a — 


ſeties of mankind proceed from exror rather 
„ahen igborance; and that what we d hot 
| e much leſs, prejudicial to us thun that 
h. we think, We undexſtand. Now what 
1 means to run from error to error than 
he rage of knowing cery thing? Had not 
en pretended to know that the earth does 
nat turn on its axis, they had not puniſhe d 
. Sallieo, for; basing affirmed that it did turn. 
4 none but philoſophers had claimed the title 
. of philoſopher, the Encyclopedia had experi- 
denced no perſecution. 1a hundred de ſpicable 
being had net aſpired to fame, you would 
mMye been left to; the. peaceful enjoyment of 
Jos, or at leaſt you would have had to con- 
tend with none but adyerfaries worthy of you. 
Be not ſurpriſed then ſhould you feel fome 
thorns which are inſe perable from the flowers 
that adorn ſuperior talents. The calumnies 
of your enemies are the followers of your tri- 
umph; as formerly ſatyric acclamations were 
thoſe of the Romancgencrals.. It is the public 
eagerneſs for Jour writings. which produces 
the [thefts of Which you complain; but the a- 
Eimillating them with others is not caſy, for 
neither! iron nor lead unites with gold. 
"Permit me, in conſideration of the intereſt 
which [take in your repoſe and our inſtructinn, 
810 advi Jau ta diſdain vain clamours, by 
Which it is lefs the deſign to make you do ill 
11; Alan to; divert ou from prgducing god. The 
more uu ſhall de criticiſed, che more. muſt 
2 * 
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you be admired; ànd à work of genius is a 
terrifying anſwer to weak reproaches. Who 
Will dare to attribute books to you, vhich you 
have not written, while n 
"GicOhidnſtable Work? 

157 Fam proud of ybur invitation, and if this 
winter leaves me ſo circumſtanced that I can 
vilie wy native country in ſpring L will avail 
myſelf of your goodneſs. But I would rather 
drink the water of your fountain, than the 
- mille of your cows; ant with feſpect to the 
2 herbs of your orchard, I mucli fear to find 
- nothing” there but the lotos which is only paf- 


ture for beaſts, or the moll which prevents men 


from becoming . | 1 — 4 -benag 
reſpeckfully, z. 
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Lei Daigne 6couter mes uuchetdnen l 
Daigine favoriſer mes timides utcens. mo oil 
 Dosv6eurs-ambitie x/admitable interprète, 
Ta muſe fait parler les princes; les heros; 
Ladmienne fuit hafer le ſotin, la fauvette n: 
Phy Vorgane de Vino; olle enſpigne les ſots-. 
81 — —öä4äũꝗ 2 — agree 
Pai peint avee ſucces le vice of la vertu, 
Voltaire, feſt à toi que Fhommage en eſt dd. 
49 (1 Pai relu cent fois tes ouvrages. 
_ 'Fhavelever thought, ſir, chat the firſt duty 
of a man who wiſhed to acquire fame in any 
ſpecies; of poetry; would be to form his taſte 
on jour Writings, and the ſecond to offer his | 
ellas to your inſpection. I acquit myſelf; of 
this laſt, with much roliance on your indul- 
gence and advice. Hitherto thoſe whom I have 
sonſulted have given me ſuch various coun» 
ſels that>I know not which to purſues: Lam 
| rapronched by one; for having too cloſely imi- 
= tated la Fontaine; and by /another, for not 
baving ſuffciently imitated him. This friend 
catiüpla ins that the morals of my fables are too 
long; this, that they are too (ſhort s and a 
third would compel me to ſuppreſs. them all, 
OY - N06 pf Stzrirot TY” is 
timid accents of my adventurous muſe, and liſtening 
nat to condemn. 2 — interpreter of ambitipus 


hearts, thou ſpeakeſt with the dec of prinęes an 


of heroes. I bid the finch and the Ii 


innet prattle, and 
from the mouth of the aſs give leſſons to folly. And 
ſhould 1 by chance, in happy allegory, paint vice and 
virtue as they are, to thee Voltaire the praiſe is due; 
for times unnumbered have I read thy Works. b 
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alledgiag, notwithſtanding the example of all 
the fabuliſts, that che object of a fable ſhould 
be ſo inforeed by the fable itſelf, as to paſs for 
that ſpecies of commentary which is called the 
moral. I have crities who wiſh that my fables 
were all as ſimple as that of La Cigale et la 
Fourmi “; as if a writer of fables was con- 
demned tobe read by none but children. 

Ibis variety of opinions reſpecting my pro- 
duc tion has often led me to apply to myſelf 
the fable of the miller, hisſon, and the aſs: 
Parbleu, dit le meunier, eſt bien fou du cerveau, 
Qui: pretend contenter tout le monde eſt ſon pere. 

ou fee; fir, how neceſſary it is: ſhould be 
determined by a ſound judgment and from 
which my critics cannot appeal, and I ſhall act 
according to your advice, if Ioan deſerve that 
the author of the Henriade ſhould facrifice 
ſome moments to the reading a few fables; 
and that he ſhould deign to communicate his 
opinion to me. I expect this favour, ſir, from 
your zeal to encourage rifing talents, and 1 
mould at all times be proud to take leſſons 
from the . _ of F. rance. Lam, c 
Li | 02 blog ha! 
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Pour eſperer; par le oſſais, 9/1bit: q 3M | 
Egaler les brillians ſucces 1 
De ingénicus la Fontaine. 
Elle connfit tout le danger 
4 Du got decide qui Ventraine Nei 
E Mais tu daignas l'encourager: A 
Et ſi ſon vol sſt témérair e, 
Des qu'elle t'a déjà ſu plaire, 
ue riſque-t- elle As'y lirrer ?? 
Depnis qu'au pays de la feinte 
Un vif penchant me fait errer, 
Sans ceſſe une importune crainte 
De vant moi venait ſe montrer.. 
Aujourd'bui la douce . 7 
guide, Y ranime mes pass: 
Je cede awſeduiſant appas _ | 
* 3 une trop — — * 
2 — ne: Penivrer pas adit 
»P*uh fan TUE.” ta main diſpenſe?” 


ire” 


—— 


w 224 


r 

3 75 8 — . not vain ly 2 in her 8 

to _— the bigh renown of Ia Fontaine. 

the danger iuto which ſhe was led by dy the — wy 

dylcet, rhime; but thou deigneſt to encourage; ** 

her fight be daring, if thee ſhe can but pl 

what has ien, Ser gf . 
2116 13 WM e 0 210.69 11 

& of ein anfwer to M. as Voltairt/sletrer-of darch * 
1938) uddreſſed to the author of the fables. Ich Vol. 
of the general Correſpondenee- Nr. 0 09119 


JUSTAFICATORY:(PLEGES, 277 


Je Wai pas les charmans pinceaux 
De Pami detla Sabliere. - 
Mais ſur Phomme et ſur ſes de fauti, 


Je puis dans de rians tableaun , iv 
Repandre à mon tour la lumière, 1 
Et du ſeeptre juſqu au rabotʒ ll. 
Tous les animaux, dans mes fabtes, | 
Lions, fourmis, aigles, moineaux,' | | l 


| 
# , 
Prouyer A homme qu'il eſt un fot. . 


Peuvent, par quelques traits nouveaux, 
Trahir Porgueil de mes ſemblables. | 
Ta voix a chanté des heèer os, 44Þ' 22} 


Mais qu'il ſoit d*Athene ou de Rome, 9 9 
De Petersbnurg ou de Paris, ditic s jl 

Tes philofophiques-ecrits! ,/ St T4 4 4 |; 
Font voir que tout ber os eſt a | 


dl Ecoutons:ice.ruſtre:beb6te.... Denne 
Que fait raiſonner la Fontaine: 
Il voudrait, plein de vanité, hug "4 
. Que celui qui créa le chene 


al - +4 — 4k CERT RELEPE WALES \ 3+ 5 11 Ann A 
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FF 


[ light of poetry firſt hurried me into the land of fable, i 
a my dread has been continual : but now ſweet h | 
8 ——— and animates my ſteps, and I cede to the ſe- 
F ive charms of indulgence which flatters me; but 
5 tod much. Who would not be inebriated by incenſe, | 
1 Which th hand diſpenſes * NNO AU n er! 

'1 wanf the charming touches ef the friend-ef 1 
* Sabliere : but of man and his miſtakes I may dra 
* . „ i or in the cottage! 
5 etinite his "follies?”' I.may teach every atimal, | 
# whether lien, ant, eagle, or ſparrow, by new traits , | 
* to diſcover the ꝓride of human reaſon. Heroes thou 1 
4 haſt lung; batiwhethet of Athens or of Rome, Peter; 
14 bargh or Paris, thy philadaphic dictates! ne henνẽ,E | 


2 A SELEOTION) re 
Dans ſes Oeuvres Veit conſulté. | 


L'homme eſt plus ou moins entété 
De quelque orgueilleuſe e 
Dapologue fut in vente 
Pour corriger avec adreſſe 2 vd oben 
Des grands Vinſolente fierté, . 
Des flatteurs hindignschalleſtez 91 3H 1 
Dies petits Pindocilite> zo no non 
Heureux ſi, plein d'un/zele-extreme 
Sur les ridicules d'autruj vo 
Un auteur corrigeait Jlui-mEme: : = yiov i: 
Les défauts quiot remarque en lui. 
Mais quoi que Von en puiſſe dine, 
THY Fier d'un ſi gloricux accueil 
On verra eroitre mon orgu eil! 
8 mei fables te font ſourire 
en Greene 8 


themſelves are no more than men. The: idiot — 
of la Fontaine, ſwelled with vanity, wiſhed that he 
who. created the oak had but conlulted him, in his 
work. Man is ever more or leſs inflated by ſome weak 
vanity; and fable was invented artfully to correct 
the inſolent tineſs of the gteat, che baſe flattery 
oh; paraſites, and the rude obſtinacy of the vulgar. 
py. the or who, all attentive to the abſurdi. 
Lies of of others, can correct the defects diſcovered in 
himſelf. But reaſoning were vain; for, ſhould my 
fables but | excite a nN 12 0 1 en feel 
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the Ambaiſador M. de Chouvelin, on a hrrer 
written by M. de Voltaire to the King of Pruſſia, 
made by Grder nga men; * 155 100 1 


* HE letter is wr and; the anch and 
the manner are excellent. I ure pal two 
obſervations to make. 
iſt. I know not whether 1 would * —4 
tively preſent to him the idea of reſtitution. 
I imagine this muſt ever be a bitter draught, 
and I know not whether it will not injure his 
fame as much as his intereſt. anne it will 
be neceſſary to ſoften: this paſſage. 
2d. I think it would be expedient: further 

to explain to him the baſis of a ſyſtem of paci- 

fication which ſhould originate. in his on 
ideas, ſuch as they are found in his laſt letter; 
conſequently, to me it appears that I thowld” 
addreſs him thus: Dana £4 W - 94cint de Is ois 

Fou will not make peace but in conjunction 
with the Engliſh, and you are right, for your. 
honour is pledged; but why. will you nat make 
peace for the Engliſh and for-yourſelf at the 
ſame time? | Have you not ſufficient clahms 
to their eſteem, or aſcendency enough obe“ 
them, to induce them to ſacrifice ſome of their 


* * 


— — 0 NT "I _ ** 


The ori inal of Voltaire's letter was never found. 
That of the King, in anſ wer, is inſerted in the 2d Vol. 
ef the correſpe * is dated September _ 17 5y- 
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udvantages to the honour of ſecuring your 
own poſſeſſions? © Would not the French, in 
eompenſation for ſuch a benefit, be impelled 
and authoriſed to prevail on their allies to 
make conteſſiens equivalent to thaſe which 
the Engliſh ſhould have made: inqꝙoutr favour? 
Will you not then become the author and the 
mover of theſe reciprocal conceſſions which 
hall reduce the whole to an equilibrium 
that will be deſirable and beneficial to all par- 
Kies In a word, ſhould you induce the En- 
gli not to enjiroſs the dominion of the' ſens, 
the proprietorſhip of all the colonies,” and of 
trade in general, can you doubt but that the 
„French would engage your enemies to re- 
Indunce theſe claims which to you are moſt 
dice sn bro eee e eee u 
3#i//Sutha/ paragraph modenel by the-genicuvof 
M. de Voltaire, embelliſhed by the powerful 
-ztharms of his ſty le, and combined with the know- 
ledge he has of managing the king of Pruſſia and 
of the objects moſt proper to excite his attention, 
would, in my opinion, fully diſplay the grand 
 oliflives of a plan which it would be very for- 


a ſhould ny * feu on on, adopt, 
to matbrity ti 


el belegte e nden 701 unk nes. I 
-q yxiizuatiag 2 1 KE POT FE R bas 2 


* bun Fo Fe 2 1s 1 bbs Ti i, ) 5 1 
"To M. vz Voirae,” 


1 /, 5»; Commerdl, July 29, 1759. 
3 -majoſty,, 7, has. commanded 


_ 2 „ 7 


3 ＋ 0 


me to:ſupply. his loſs-of ſight by anſwering the 
charming letter he has juſt received from you, 
and by aſſuring. you of his frie ndſhip for your 
perſon, and of his high eſtee m ſor your works. 


His majeſty again confirms the atteſtation 
which he commanded me to ſend you relative 
to the exact truth of all the facts contained 
in aur :hiftory of Charles XII. From you, 
ſir, he is highly gratified- to learn that the 
King his ſon-in-law, by rene wing the ancient 
privigedgesſ of your manor lands, has afforded 
vou diſtiaguibed mbrKothis my * and 
4; eſte m. 10109507 
-1; Ecoannot but be feaſible; 45 15 ont 
your loſs nis in not reading characters traced 
by the hand which you would kiſs with ſo 
much pleaſyre ; a ſingle word from this ado- 
-red prince, Who is continually performing 
.. every thing which you muſt love to praile ; in 
- greatikings, would to you be a thouſand: times 
more: eſtimable than all which the moſt faith- 
"ful of mary dran and ien can 1 is 


g 2 
i y © J. A * . 


4 | ratten, 
P. 8. 35 King 44 FARE jegible. 
8 Lo from the heart, being in want of 
eyes; and aſſure you that I continually pre- 
ſerve ſentiments of pore eſte em and mm 


wo for 1 0 4 It 1 3 2 * 
2 41 
p. 8. 57 Count” eTrafan, 


Your” bert will . 
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auch amiable maſter has written. I anſwer 
from the heart being in want of eyes, &c. 
Pity an active mind : (and how ſeldom are the 


miads of kings ſo l) pity one who is deprived 


of the pleaſure of reviſing his works, and who 
ad longer can read, wräte, plays on mufical 
inſtruments, or ſee your old acquaintance“, 
at whoſe houſe his majeſty has written this 
mort poſtſeript. Fita ton mc Tide nt 
Dr go tm rth cL,q59t> T0356 
or tg nm banighh banm nov vegas biuodt } 
UDO n ET benen. denz 
inn ad 133 818 R Vb wos 
Mitt en THR Son 05 En, or "Don, dt 
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D 19.3 1 not K how you. to be fi ſo ficjently viſe 

to 1 0 with contempt. on the baubles of gr 


dent iq. as not. to be ſuſceptible of them 
ſhauld fee! no ſurpriſe that you. had Aiſdainedl t. to 
anſwer de letter I ventured to write to Jop, i 


which. my! beart deſeribed all its ſenſations, 
Was, Sonvinged when, my band. was the faſkful 
Fe gh} of, my ſentiments. that dhe dignity 
f yours wayld. not ſuffer;you to remain 29 
ible. to the 15 Midons af 5 unfortunate man, 
and that you, knew Hon to a up, the 1 


ful. Act, fir, as you pleaſe with reſpe& to my 
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which grief had cauſed to flow. I was: per- 
ſuaded that your bounty would not be implor- 
ed in vain, that your arms would readily open 
to afford innocence an aſylum; and that your 
heart was ſuperior even to your uuderſtand- 
ing ſuch were, ſuch ſtill are, my thoughts; 
and theſe emboldened me to explain my me- 
ant holy ſituation in my firſt letter. Imagine, 
fir, whether I am not afflicted by your ſilence 
at preſent. , Alas, perhaps you have ſuppoſed 
I ſhould repay your friendſhip and favours with 
the blackeſt ingratitude, and that I ſhould be 
cowardly and criminal enough not to be grate- 


other requeſts, but let me entreat you not to do 
me the injuſtice of thus ſuſpecting my probity. 
This is the only wealth I now poſſeſs, it is a pre- 
cious jewel which lich to preſcrve from the 
general contagion. Your ſuſpicions dim its luſ- 
tre, but your generoſity and greatneſs of mi 

may preſerve and reudet it more teſplehdent. 
Affection, zeal, and refpe&, arcallthe'wealth] 
bave, and now are and ever wilt femaig Tour 
Were you to refuſe me what I have. requieſted 


prope much ardour, but which it may: be in- 
TOP all 


oper for you to grant, T ſhould ever tema 
onvited your refufal'was diftated'by virtue; 
and that you were guided by reaſohs unknown 
to me; and Tthen hold only anxious of 
being ſoformed of What they were? En fine, 
fir, whatever your kind intentions may be, let 
P 
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whom ſuſpe nce keeps in a ſtate. the moſt pain- 
ful and whoſe love would ſtill be the ſame 
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though you were to remain —— its re- 
ay. bas 29:3 15 71 N Steen $511 

Ferhaps, ſir, eee ee eee bes 
letter + if ſo, and you ſhould deſire to ſee. it, 
Jou will ae to inform mee. 
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. one A thoſe e are moſt en- 
amoured with the Belles Lettres without the 
power of ſtudying xhem, and with theſe men 
of genius who, ſtudy them With ſucceſs, to take 
the preſent opportunity afivencwing that ho- 
mage which ig more flattering to himſelf than 
to ybu. The#ſentiments Which I have inge- 
nuouſiy avowed appcar to have affected you, 
and ſor theſe I am ſufficiently. re paid ſhould 
your feelings ha ye been in union with mine. 
Ihe kindneſs which you have ſhe wn toward 
me, induces me to aſk a favour. During theſe 
Hort intervals which employment more gloo- 
my have allowed me to dedicate to my love of 
Lare formed the raſh deſign of wri- 
ting a tragsdy, the ſuhject of which is perhaps 
the tt! ingular and inte reſting of any to be 
found in modern ſtory. It is the death of 
Charles I am he ulurpation of Cromwell. 
The difficulties attending ſuch a fable were 
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greut, nor have IU by the labour of a year been 
able to ſurmount them. I have written no- 
thing more hitherto than the plan of my piece 
after having changed it ſeveral times, and moſt 
mercileſaby burnt one entire aft, and more, 
which: did not equal the high idea I had form- 
ed of my ſubject. I am not, however, difcous 
raged, but have begun again; yet my ardour 
has ſlackened, becauſe I have been informed 
that you have for ſome time been yourſelf at 
work on ths fame ſubject, and that ſoon or 
late you intend to prevent your piece to the 
— | 

Tou may well imagine, ig that my raſh 
neſs is not quite great enough to contend wich 
an antagoniſt like yourſelf. It belongs only 
to a few to enter the liſts with and vanquiſn 
their maſters. I fliould quickly; abandon my 
plan, were I certain that you had formed che 


ſame; and eſpecially as this perhaps will bs 


the only work I ſhall ever write during u- liſe 
of 'vbſcurity ; and baniſhed as I am to a town 
in which there are men of wit, but who nrake 


no uſe of that quality, and who hate or deſpiſe 


thoſe Who do. My days will be ſhortened by 
labour, Which is the only wealth and the only 
pleaſure of which fortune could not depr ive 
me; and Cromwell only, to! whom I fhonkd 
dedicate: the remains of life, would preſetve 
the memory of a youth who grew too * old 
any he began to think too ſoon” n 

W Kari Ma ant age '6f Govern endeavoured 
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to oultivate poetry, and you may eaſily ima- 
gine how much aſſiduous ſtudy injures the health 
of a child. Excuſe me for having fo long de- 
taĩne d you on ſubjects of ſo little moment. On- 
y let me intreat you to inform me whether I 
ought to continue my project, and whether 
you have not anticipated my deſign. Deign 
to afford me leſſons, of which I am too much 
in wunt; and of which I am ſo deſirous, that 
you will ſearcely refuſe them. By your aid, 
I may diſcover impediments which I have not 
foreſeen,” or beaut ies wlich I could never have 
invented. You will encourage me in executing 


difficult taſk, and will teach me to avoid 


rocks and quick-ſands, among which: I ſhauld 
otherwiſe be wrecked; but which your genius 
will enable me to eſcape. Do not, I conjurt 


Youp deny the requeſt of a youth who ſee ks for 


inſtruction, who reſpects his maſters, who loves 
your perſon becauſe he loves your works: in 
Winch your ſoul ſhines forth, and who is in- 
debted to you for nn nn ſrom 
you he has learned to think. Abl 0nd 

AS 1 wy with all ms eſteem of heart, de. 
eo 15 N an . 
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freedom and almoſt happineſs, and in the cen- 

tre of the arts where I ſo long ha ve deſired to 

live and -cultivate literature. But, ab, ir, 

how ſtrangely have literature and good taſte 
| gone to decay! How little does all L ſee aſſi · 
milate with the ideas I had formed from read- 
| ing our beſt; authors! I am fallen as it were 
L from the clouds. I underſtand no man, and 
t no man underſtands me. They tell me of co- 
; medies which make the audience weep, and 1 
t ſee tragedies which, oblige me to laugh. I am 
J defired to write in the ſame taſte; and I do not 
8 know what | taſte: they mean. It i; neceſſary, 
zl 
d 


however, that I ſhould ſubmit; and I begin 

to petceive the thing it not ſo very difficult. 
12 I really, ſir, do not know, what will hereaf . 
ter be thought of the preſent age; but I am 
convinced that it is intolerably like the age of 
Seneca and Silius Italicus. You, ſir, are the 
man who be held the meridian of the Belles Lets 
tres, and for the decline: of which you long 
have conſoled us; but you have the affliction 
of not leaving o_ ig Aebi you of lala 
conſol ation: ls dir eit 

Pardon this beaded: fe: from a — 

partifan of old taſte, and an admirer of your 
works. I cannot prevail on myſelf ever to think 
that beautiful which never can be ſo, unleſs it 
be proved. that Moliere, Racine, Boilcau, and 
voy en are wretched writers. 
ave But Icome to the main purport! of my let 
in ter Which is to thank you for having prochred 
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SG acquaintance of; M. de la Harpe; I 
cannot ſufficiently,-praiſe his politeneſs the 
goodaeſs of the advice he has given me, and 
particularly the veneration which he expreſſes 
for yen, He ſwears by your name as Philocte. 

tes ſwore by Hercules; and I have no doubt 

tes. He will certainly be well able to oppoſe 
the torrent, and combat the monſters of litera- 
ture, But the evil is too deeply rooted-; bis 

bis example will come too late; and he- will 
only be able to 0 himſelf eee 
| - ſhipwreck. 
I did not find * minds of men mn preju- 
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diced in favour of my Medee non · Magicienne 


(Medea no Euchantreſs.) They took it ill that 
I ſhould rob the ſtage of a {plendid ſpeQacle 
lch produccd fo fine an effect in the opinion 
of merchant's'clerks, and of the vulgar. They 
further add that the magic invocations of Lon- 
gepierre have their charms ; and that his verſifi- 
cation will again become pleaſant to our cars. 
In vain did I affirm with you that an enchan- 
treſs cannot affect the paſſions which are totally 
deſtroyed by magic, and would be thought ri- 
tliculous in any Aber charwdber emcepb Medea, 
. that it is is difeuſting and monſtrous for her 
do kill her children without any cauſe; ſince 
the might have carried them off in her carr. 
I added a thouſand: other things of the ſame 
nature but ta no effect; and i find the people 
et this age r 
* than they 3 A 


Ins fine, fir, I have put my piece into the hands 
»of M. le Kain, and am waiting for his opini- 
on previous to the reading of it to the actors 
cCollectivefy. I do not augur much ſucceſs, 
Hoi conſole myſelf by writing better. 
As my revenues are nut ſufficiently great to 
pins: me to fubſiſt entirely as apoct, Tam 
in ſearch of ſome proper employment either 
as a8 a ſectetary or à teacher in ſome good fa- 
milly. Ik, fir, you ſhould be able to aſſiſt my 
praject by the means of your acquaintance, I 
mould add this to the many favours you have 
already done me, and my gfaticude woue end 
1007 with my life. 
Thave the honour ſir, to bs; with the moſt 
-incere admiration and wage wer ey 
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A 1 T is. . farreting to weukior the 
Ereateſt genius uf the age ſhuuld think proper 

to caſt a glance overmny works. I am ſorry 

that che third edition of the dictionary, after 
which you enquire, is not yet finiſned. When 
it dballappear,-with an additional volume, I 


wien myſelf the: Nr 5 9 to 
Vol II. 1 4 loony * ** 
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wh . 
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2 TOI "IEEE - — — = 
« 7 _ — bh - 
— — — 


* 
you; and hope it will be lefs-defcRive, than 
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that which 1 now ſend. In the mean time, let 
ine entreat yon to accept a copy of my Traits 


de paix entre. Deſcartes et Newton*, - Should 
it merit your, Approbation,, I ſhall from 14 be 


7 heck oh plura veliw, tu | tu dare deneges, TAL TIES 


i 24 

£0 U, my old friend, my honour, and my 
ſupportz2 are the only man in the world to 
hom I can write with my preſent! freedom. 


Frentis ad urban deſcendo pracmia, ©. 4 1 


1 (14 


For theſe two years I have habjrually, paiÞ the 


trſbute Which age opies te nature, Av afth-, 
ma was my prevailing and famihar maſady,;. 
liowever, a a ſevefEFeginien,, and, a plant which 
140 tigt know, ok of which f. have fortunately 


procuped'a 80 ſtock, though !. have no occa- 


non to aſe 1 it at preſent, eau every (yopſon | 


to diſappear toward autumn. My health there - 


. — — ——— 
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certain that it will merit Immortality 9 535 
Laber the unn to be, with reped, e. 
v9! glider £ Pao, Profeſſor of e rimental 
©. ET Philoſophy, in the ei Col- 
[5 021312968 8 at e 11g. 
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a Paris, Friday, Jan. 13, 165. 
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600 liyres aphually, in eonſequence of the en- 


| 1209) livres from the king of Pruſſia, of which 


per annum, paid me by the Count de Laura- 
guais, gave me hopes of extricating myſelf from, 


in my in rmities. 


s ristekrokr vers. 291 * 


thodfare is: as * as [cold wiſh, but my 
trifling fortune and my affalrs are in the ut. 
moſt confuſion. I have for three! years paid 


agagements into Which entered at the marri- 
age of my daughter. r I TIC er = 


The following is the ſtare" of ie income : 


only a, thouland are clear profit, 200 being ſet 
apart to pay for the journals and papers from 
which I make my extracts, and for copying 
thoſe and other works which I find it neceſſary 
to add. Theſe ioo livres from the king of 
Pruſſia, with an annuity of 369 livres, which 
13 ſecured. on the Hotel de Ville, and 400 livres 


my. difficulties, and of even continuing to pay 
the Goo livres according to my engagement. 
But a nc perpetual charge bas accrued by the 
neceſlity of my taking a ſecond wife to BY me 


Lou did me the favour to inform 1 me, in the 
beginuing of 1766, when [ begged you to re- 
member me inthe diſtr ibution of your bene-, 
fackions that f had de fetred my application 100 
lang, And that as a puniſhment { mult wait 
longer 3 11 that [ ought to haye reminded , You. 
of my 85 anary 11 We kids of the barveſt, Nog) 
that every body had ple eaned except ir, 
ſceing I did not preſent my ſelf among the reſt. 
You promiſed to repair the I! conſequence of 

N 2 


1 4 
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my negligence, and you added in the moſt 


under the adminiſtration of! the regent. 


Gazette. Hence, I have ever found myſelf en. 
cbüraged to ſay to you, When there ſhould be 
| occaſion, as Horace ſaid to Metaenas wlitle'he 
. etidinerate@his benefaRtions Nec fi 
lich, 
„dhe bende, Als 1 As Iduegd'!ntely'tö fury. 


recelye one with pleaſure. 185 


A * SELECTION: or 


obliging and gratifying mabner that you had 


the {ame regard for me as formerly. 

This recalls, to. my wind with bar Lent You 
uudertook and endeavoured, toward the latter 
end of the regeney, to procure half of yòur pen. 


lion, tobe ſettled on me and in what, manner, 
through your. ſolicitations, the Duke de Melun 
intereſted himſelf in the ſucceſs of that ae 

t 


the forrowfuf events which Anse in Tapi 
fucceſflon rendered ineffectual this und ammôn 


. ſtance of friendſhip and benevoletice; and 
- whith was particularly noticed in the HORtid 


1 


ura ve 


Mok 10 011 


ta dare deneges. gol 


at the table of the Lieutenant” Ciel“, that T 


btw Ft no one but M+ de Voltair e of whom 


Icbuld ask à favour; or from hom T' tout 


S1t 15 


do not ſend/you any literary latent hte, 


för Lam tob much engaged With little Aer 


Ibinot dt 28 1 41800 


tic Vexations. 
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Ts Ab officer of the ET. des Marchands, of Paris. 
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NME MORAND UMS 


£213 


R ing. M. de Voltaire, and particular Facts re- 


lative to that . Man; collected by me“ to ſerve 


as an Appendix to bis Hiſtory, Written * ths | 


Ahbs da Vernet. L147 207 (3 Y 5 119 V3] 2414 | ”, 
$1 


""__ 


L hee q un  grand-homme eſt un bienfalt el 
ꝛ— Dede, Ace l. Scene 1 


MI A Y 1 not be permitted to boaſt of a 75 
which while it created my fortune, conſtituted 
my, happineſs; I hope ſo, and that the facts 
Lam about to ſtate will juſtify, the, motto I, have 
choſen, although other wie ir, might. appear, 
too aſſuming... - . 72 

The peace of 1748, having e every. 
ſpecies of diyerſion to the city of Paris, be- 
came the memorable epoch of a ne inſtitu- 
tion of ſome ſocicties formed of tradeſmen, 
who, met together for the pleaſure, ff: Playing 
dramatic pieces, 

„The firſt was eſtabliſhed at the Hotel de 
Sopecourt in the Faubourg Saint - Honoré; the 
ſecond, at the Hotel de Clermont- Tonnerre 
in the. Marſhes; and the third, at the Hotel 
de Jabac in the Rue Saint-Meri ; of which laſt, 
theatre I was the founder. 27 

Among the young people who at that time 4 
played; with Tome reputation, and part. OS ; 


fr 0 IT 


* Le Kain. + The fr iendſhip of a great man is a 
gift of the gods. 4 


N 3 


— __} — — —— 
7 


> 94 * iht. 


hom have änce ſettled in the country;| Þam 
te only one ho remained at Paris; ahd this 
eircumiſtande, which I owed rather tu my good 
tortune than any ſuperiority of talents, hap - 
Pened an che: gullou ing way. 519 15 ti5tno.) 
The room in which we performed in the 
„Motel de Jabac being in ſucli condition thät 
there pairiug of it could be no longer delayed, 
e were under the neceſſity of requeſting 
permiſſion of the comedians of ihe Hotel de 
Glermont-Tonnerre to ax N their theatre, 
alternately with them. An agreement was 


agcondingly entered io hy boch parties, in 


he month of July, 1749, by which we were 


bound to pay half the eapences; and ans call 


ed with Sidney and George-Dandin, 
At will be readily ſuppoſed that the e- 
-tions of the two companies would excite-dil- 
„putes in the public; the reſult of which could 
not be favonrable to one without diminiſhing 
athe reputation >which the other till then bad 
enhoye d. The andience were divided in their 
opision of theſe gentlemen and of thoſe; of 
the young: tai ef this theatre and the young 


ladies of that. The ſirſt were more pleaſing, 


But the other diſplayed more Knowledge of 'the 
theatre, and more grace and att, &c. Thus | 
erk the public amuſed and combatted ſome 
for the company de Tonnerre, ant others for 
iche cen puny de Jabac. Bur-who cold have 
imagine that a ſociety of young people who 
Ludited: ne” 8 coutd provoke 
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the jealouſy, and complaints of the high prieſts g 
af Melpomene? Let, their influence inter- 
ruptediour performances, and a Janſeniſt prieſt 
re- eſtabliſnhed them. The Abbé de Chauvelin, 
Conſéiller Clerc of the parliament of Paris, 
-coudeſcended: to employ his power in behalf of 
pupils aga inſt their maſters, and we played 
the Mauvais, riche, a new comedy in five acts 
„and. in verfe, written by M. de Arnaud, to che 
moſt br illlant aſſembly then in Paris 3 but it 
was keccived with little applauſe. eee 
in the month of February, 1750. | 
M. de Voltaire was invited by the 8 * 
ſee the repreſentationz and, whether induced 
- bx; his. compaſſion for M. d' Arnaud or his 
complaiſange to the actors who to the itmoſt 
<xzerted themſelves to give ſome value to that 
ſecble unintereſting work, this great man ap- 
peared well pleaſed; and particularly inguired 
» Wikio! it was that played che part of the lover. 
He Was informed that the performer; was the 
1108; of à goldſmith of- Paris ho played for his 
amuſament, but who really wiſhed to make it 
his, ſerious employment. He expreſſed to. M. 
Arvand a deſire of knowing meg and Sets 
Him to engage me to Pay him a viſit on the 
following, dap ont bun :anleadls 2 
The pleaſure this, invitation gave me: was 
chen greater, than my ſurprile g but it is am- 
poſſible for me to; deſeribe the ſenſations of 
my mind when, 1 bebeld this man whoſe eyes 
Uurned with * 
3 


 - * 
1 VN * 
* * 
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"& SELEGTION O 
= to him I felt e e with enz 


K 10 N + tcar.;, but while. 1. 
3 theſe. enfations, , M, de Voltaire 
bad the, goodneſs fopyt.an end to my embar- 
8 by taking; me in his arms. and chan. 
ing God for baying created @ beipg who FOO.” 


excite. 1774 feelings tby; the, repetition, of ſuch" 
moderate. verſes. M5: 35 tt 


He afterwards — ſeveral enquiries rela- + 
tive to my fituation, and that of my father, 
the manner in which I have been educated, and 


the ideas 1 entertained of. my future fortune. 


Having ſatisfied him on theſe ſubjeQs, and hay-; 
ing partaken of a dozen; cups of coffee mixed | 
with. chocolate, the only nouriſhment, which NM. | 
de Voltaire took from five in the morning til 
three in the afternoon, I informed him with 
great eearneſtneſs that I knew/no, other bappi- | 
neſs on earth than that of playing dramatic 
pieces; that a melancholy; loſs. had left me 
maſter of my Fo Fat and that enjoying a ſmall. 
patrimony, of ſeven hundred and fifty liyres 
income, I had reaſon to hope that ſhould 1. 
abandon my father's occupation, I ſhould Joſe | 
nothing by the change, projided. I could on 
day be admitted into the, ss e 51 
C medi 8. | Y 17 © of 101 
* , teien, » cried N. 9e Voltaire, 
« never take that reſolution; continue t to per- 
form for Four ; pleaſure, hut think not. « 
ing ed your profeſſion. 
eſt, My * difficult talents, but it is degrad: 


> N 


mak-,. 
Tri is One, of the great 


LW” — af —— Ed 


hon 2+ 


e e hte people and proſeribea'Vy W. 
pderſtes, Pranee alf one Yay effects your” 
art! but it will chew ns Tenger pullels Baron, 
je Cbtvrbitt, br) Daiigeville: If you will re- 
noüßett your defigu ift lend bed ten the- 
fand Francs tb emplöy in cbmincrce, and 5 ou” 
Att réetuftittie füm ds it malt be convenſent 
to you. Come to me again at the end of the 
enk; Fefe Wen on the Tibet! add 40. 
quaifit ms with your poffitive detéeraidation.“ 

„Piſtöncerted, and moved Almoſt to the 
ſredding of tears, with the generous offer or 
tis exalted being wh men have called ava. 
rig Toftexible, and unfeeflng, 1 Wide te 
give Way to my lentimebts in expreting'of” 
gugtitude, and fouf times bégan a pecch with-" 
: oft being ober able ro fluch it. At length 
} refAved to rake my leave, which Tattempreds 
, with ad ſtammering voice; but as'T retired he 
2 calfed' me Hack and defited me to recite ſomte 


— gow . OT 


' ww — 
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MW mbffth* of iy patt Which Had been ace 


- MW ont rg play. Without coofiderifig the ub 
5 ject I föbilmity Enbbgh propoſed to fpeak the 
5 celebrated couplet in the ſecond act of Guſta- 
o No, not Tiro, fad NI. de Voftgire, 
„ pe g ad reviifyhig ect, . Fd 
Cf not to hear bad verſes, Repeat me”: ny pare” 
„ ved nb rem Racine! oe you B99 
# Förtungtely f retölfected that white Pat” 
at tbe College de Mazarin F bad fene cha 
*, || whote trage oy of Athaſie by havikg ear that“! 
„ pich repeatell numerous times by the fehelär 
N 4 


jusritic krönt Pikens, 29 


vately., . But Lhad;not fniſbed my taſk whey 
M. ger ſuddenly eried with enthuſiaſm, 
ah, m Cod what poetry, and how aſtoniſh- 
ing that this gragedy, ſhquld he written through - 
with; the fame purity and paſhen ““ He 

en dilmiſſed me ;,; and Said, while be; embra- 
— 6 15 1 foreſce. that you, will poſſeſs a moſt 
Pathetic, voice ; and that you will become the 
Aelight of Paris; but think no more of 4 pub- 
lic theatre,” 443 [$434] 3-21 Ns 561 of gant” 
This is an exact account af my firſt viſit to 
4 de Voltaire, The ſecond was more con- 
ve as he conſented, after, the moſt earneſt 
Haligitations.. on my ſide, to receive me into 
his hauſe, and to allow me a yearly income; 
ſhe; built, over his own apartment, a ſmail 
theatre zin Which he had the goodneſs to ſee 


me agg; the whole company to which Lbelavg- 


red. glay with his nieces. He cauld not reflect 
, without; the ſtrongeſt diſpleaſure that till then 
ve had been permitted to expend much money 
10 de analen te our friends and to 
+ the, public. 1 cg in 231+ lo 34 
The expence which M. & Voltaire incurred 
b this temporary, eſtabliſhment, and his for- 
mer diſintereſted offer to me, convinced me 
ig he ſtrongeſt manner that he, was as noble 
and, generous in his actions as his enemies were 
unjuſt while they aſcribed to him the vice of 


bd esam. The ſe were ſa das of meh 


a 


jus ririeg rb ptzcks. 299 


was! myfelf a wirneſu; but truth obiges me 
further to confeſs that Ns de Voltaire did not 
only” aid me with his advice for more than fix 
months,” but alſo that he defrayed thy expen. 
ces during the Whole of that time, an 

that ſihce my being eſtabliſhed in the theatre 
Tlhaveaprook/6f receiving from him more 
than two thouſand crown. At preſent he 
calls me His great actor; His Garrick; His 
dear child!“ Theſe are titles which I oWe 
ſolely to his partiality for me; but the title 
| which my heart adopts ! in that of '& reſpectful 

| anädigratefat pupil. „ 

| nd indeed IL ou jrbt-to. be rute ful Face it 
Was to M. de Voltaire alone that Frowed the 

) fit worions of my art; and ſince it was ftlely 

; through his intereſt that the Duke de Aumont 
| thought proper to: grant the order for my firſt 
© 


| 

| 
appearance” at the theatre in the month of 

-. September, 1750; tlie reſult uf Which was 

&. that, aided bya perſevetranct, prof" againſt | 

n very! obſtacle, 1, at che end of ſeventten 

y months, ſurmounted” all oppolition'from the | 

0 eity and the court, and was entered on the 1 

| liſt of the King's 1 in the month R | | 

"February; DN Be3 e ML eee Bp! 4 | 

Wuoever reads theſks: acta“ ine übleter 

that Pam far from reſembling thoſe ungrate- 

"fubſhearts%whio /bluſh to acknowledge al bene- 

faction; aud who, to complete their baſcnefſs, A 

'meavly; calummate their bene factors, I e 

known more thai one of that Kind eonnectod 

Ns 
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with M. de Voltaire. I have been witneſs of 
the de predations wWhieli ha ve been made on him 
by people of every rank. Some be has pitied, 
ſilentiy others, but ne ver avenged 
himſelf of any. The boobſellers, whom he has 
prodigiouſſy enriched by the various editions 
f his Works, have ever pubhely aſperſed $is 
<haradcter's» but there is not one of them lilo 
Has dared to attack him in a court of juſtice, 
conſcious as they were of tlit᷑ ir guilt . 
The friendſhip of M. de Voltaire is ever 
unſhaken. His manner is impetuous, his heart 
good, his ſoul compaſſionate 3 he is modeſt in 
an an extreme degree, notwithſtanding |the 
praiſes which have been laviſhed' on him 
kings, by men of letters, and by a people aſ- 
ſembled to hear and admire him; profound 
and juſt in his opinion of the works of other 
— — with affability aud polite- 
neſs tin his commerce with wen, and infle xible 
toward thoſe who have - offended him. In 
theſei features his character will be feen drawn 
I att truths ber vn inn e ee 
| 1 He could ele de repronched with having 
— 1 beenttthe firſt to attack bis-2dverſuries ; but, 
I! after hoſtilities were commenced; he bas ap- 
pearcdias a lion ruſhing from his retreat, and 
at fuch times ſomt of his enemics have fahen 
before him, and others have taken their flight. 
hade heard him frequently zy, that His 
being unable to poſſefs the fre ndſhip of Ci e-. 
billowigave „ that he. had 
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ever eſtecmed dis hbilities, but could never 


pardon his having refuſed his approbation td 
Mahgmedt. 51 55157; inquires 7s 4050 vet 
I will fay nothing of the ſublimity of his'va- 
Tibus talents; in whatever way hetiexercitel 
them) ha diſphayed ecudinion; wit, taſte, aud 
phitoſophy; and Europe will pronounce his 
eulogium. His works, diſtributed over the 
earth; ite ſuScient to form the materials of 
his praiſe; and happy is he who can appreci- 
ate them, and ſpeak yortrverys 4 of mts EE urat 
ed and extraordinary mano; 17 nt 
Fe facility with which be hot is Univer- 
ſally: knowü z but few have been witnets to 


ſich inſtances as thee beer ex en 1 mg: | 


ee dat zu! 
His ee bad loſt or Heltr fed; tht 
fifth act of the tragedy of Zulima. M. de Vok 
tuite produced another in a very ſhort time, 
and Which abounded with new ideas, that eie 

e had ſuggeſted. Nor bite 
He altered the — of Cicero; In ile 
fourth act of Rome Preſerved, when we per- 
formed that tragedy in the month of Auguſt, 
1750, at the theatre of the Duchefs du Maine, 
at the Chateau de Sceanx. I thiak it is not 


paſſible tliat any one could be more true, more 
pathetic; or more <nthukaftic than M. de Vol- 


taixe in this part, It was, indeed; Cicero 
Hümſelf, pouring forth his eloquente from the 
trihunal, against the deſtroyer of u country, 
uf its mus, its — andkäts N de 


75 
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cannot forget that the Ducheſs du Maine, af. 
ter having expreſſed; her admiration of this 
nem part, aſked M. de Voltaire who was the 
performer of Lentulus; Sura, and that M. de 
Voltaire anfrored,. « Madam, he is the beſt 
of 130 all.“ It was myſelf whom he treated 
with/ fuch e goodneſs, nor was it 
very flattering to the knights, counts, ad 
canes whoſe companion I then was. 
Iwill not conclude this article without nam- 
Fo ſome: other anecdotes which were within 
my oun knowledge, and which may perhaps 
ſerve. to give ſtill more correct eas of the 
character of M. de Voltaire. lo, 
It is well known that, on 5 death of the 
erlebrated Baron, and on che retreat of Bauberg 
from. the ſtage, both the comic and the tragic 
parts of the ſe great actors were given to Sar · 
raſin, Who at that time did not approach near 
therexcellence of his maſters, a circumſtance 
l ich drew a ſevere ſarcaſm from Voltaire, 
he had committed to bim the part of Brutus 
in the tragedy of the ſame name. The piece 
was rehearſed at the theatre, and the feeble · 
neſs af Sarraſin in his invocation to Mars; his 
Want of vigour, grandeur, and dignity tlirough- 
out*the firſt act, excited Voltaiwe's/indignati- 
onto ſucha degree that he cried out, 8iv,do 
you xocollect that you are Brutus, the moſt. 
auguſt of all the; Roman Conſuls, and that yo 
muſt not addreſs the god Mars as you would, 
ly, Ah good Virgin, let me gain a priae of a 
hundred france in the lottery!“ 
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Thereſult of this new mode of inſt ruction 
was that Sarraſin diſplayed no more ſtrength 
or animation, for he did not poſſeſs thoſe qua - 
lities, and was only a good actor when the 
geue required pathos, He knew not the art 
of painting the paſſions with energy, nor was 
the ſoul of Michridates, nor the ne of 
Auguſtus ever perceived in him G 
The;celebrity which: Mademoiſelle Dutueſnit = 
had acquired in the part of Merope, and which 
ſhe has uniformly maintained during twenty 
years is well known. Yet eyen this reputation 
was no protection from the railleries of M. de 
Voltaire. When ſhe rehearſed Merope for the 
firſt time he obſerved that this fu mous adtteſs 
did not inveigh againſt Polifonte in the fourth 
act with ſufſicient vehemence and paſſion. 1 
muſt be: poſſeſſed by the devil,” laid Madame 
Dumetnil, „to aſſume the tone you deſire.“ 
„es, Madam,“ anſwered Voltaire, * ve muſt 
be poſſeſſed by the devil to excel in ahy art BY 
I; believe PE: 171 hg ene, C h a 
great truth, 21 | 
He was one 14 ay aſked his in ref neding 
the propriety with which {ome preferred Made- 
moiſſelle Dumeſnil to Mademoiſelle Clairon, 
and the juſtneſs of that enthuſiaſm which this laſt 
excited in the public tothe great mortific ation 
of the actreſs who had ſerved her as a model. 
The partiſans of the old taſte pre tended that to 
ſeize on the ſoul aud to excite its feelings, it was 
ne ceſlary to pollets, like Mademoiſelle Dumeſ- 
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ile Ent hae Wand ef Coraeint, azad iet 
x Jedibiſeſle lion Had it hot. . She büse 
n*the throat,” "ied" Voltdire 3" atid the guerr 
Geld Was Accurate) Jecid ed)! Da 
A very'y dun ng and bexttiful Zi,” davighter® 
off Pires belonging. tothe bürkiameiſt 
played With ine"he Part a Fame Tr" ae, 
me” 6n de Vhaire's" theatre. "This am. 
e girl, who was büt fiftech years old, "as 
25 from being able to" ſpe ak with fielen 
ſtrength. and 'grandevy the imprecitions which” 
it was. ber part to utter againſt her Nac 
She was young, bandfome, and intereſling, 
y e Voltaire aſſumed more gentlene 0 
Thewed her how far diſtant ſhe wa 
Tr from the ſpirit of ber part. 9 Madam,“ laid 
; be ko her, 2 ima gin ne to yourſelf thatMahoinet 
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2 50 imp 0! Kor, ry ttrociotis villian, who cau- * 


ur father 1 alfaflinated, has juſt” pol- F 
0 125 four. brot „and Who to crown“ 1 
Pic LG 2BFutety raviſh' 1 7 
all | this kriflißg e gives. ou a 101 
515 your policencls to m is well; judge 
tit he > excired | the leaſt diſguſt In you, K lis, 


| \ 170 155 it "the tone that) you ſhould F wy 
' Then I. de Voltaire himſelf e te! 
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imprecatign and gave this p or intzocen | 
who was blunt Wh Apt and Te 192 
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wit car a 1 Lon o neh mote Precious as. 
ELITE tet "77 50 
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* An Attorney. 


and melodious, but beware of ſuffering any of . 


1 have' painted him as a tyger who, while he 
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In 175 5, being at M. de Yoltaire's houſe: , 
of the Delices near Geneva, which he had jp 
obtained from the attorney-general Tronchio, 
he depoſited in my hands the Orphan of Ching, 
which was at firſt; in three acts, aud which he 
named bis hidden treaſure. Speaking of a 
noble character in this trage dy which poſſeſſed. 
great noyelty, _ he ſaid- to me, My friend, 
the inflexions of your voice are naturally ſöft 


thoſe to eſcape Jou in the part of Gengis Khan. 9 
You muſt impreſs it ſtrongly on your mind that 


careſſes bis female, ſtrikes his talons inte her 
ſides,” Ik the other performers find the piece 
languid 3 in parts, I permit them to make ehr. 
tailments. Theſe are citizens that we müſt p 
ſometimes ſacrifice to the ſafety of the republic.” 
But take care that they uſe the licence with 
caution; for falſe critics are often more Aan. 
gerous in dictating theſe ſort, of Auer 8% 
than men who are down-right ignorant. wry 
After my departure from _Ferney, in the 5 
month of April, 1762, M. de Voltaire formed 
a deſire to have the Orphan of China played. 
at his little theatre, The bookſeller Cramer 
ſtudied the part of Gengis Khan, under the' 
inſtruction of the Nuke de Yillars, The 5 pr re. 
tefitions of this noble man to teach the aft of © 
performing on the ſtage are well known; — 
_ his pupil Cramer a cold, infi pid, deciaim Fr 


M. de Voltaire was vot flow to Peine 
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de Voltaire, who: perceiving a very great 
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the defect; and, in the-firkirebearfal, he was 
more than ever convinced that a man may be 
at the ſame time a duke, a fine wit, and the 
ſon of a great man, without any of theſe titles 

ing him talents to exerciſe the fine arts, 

knowledge to comprehend their principle e, or 
A take t decide.on their execution, 
a Valtaire hiſſed Cramer: and 4hreat- 
ened to: torment him this way till he ſhould 
have changed bis ſtyle of ating... The faithful 
Gene veſe applied with incredible application 
to ſorget the whole of his maſter's leſſons, and 
#6turned 40 Ferncy: at the and of fifteen. days, 
-tþcnepeat; his part in a new.,manner before M. 


| change, cried with rapture to Madame Denis, 
My Neice, God be prailed 1+ n has 
diſgorged 00 
u For more than thirty ot, Fes had ne ver 
bebeld/a party as ſtrong as that Which was fur- 
med to oppoſe the firſt, ge reſentat ion of the 
© tragedy, of Oreſtes, except indeed; that which 
was formed againſt Adelaide de Gueſclan. 
Oreſtes was $b1ſ=d ſrom three'!ts;cight in the 
evening. Jet, the be ſt informed par t. of the 
public, whoſe jbdgrvent alone ſuryives tempo» 
rary efforts becauſe. i it s'imparrial;z preyailed 
y, de ver Cyébillon's zealots, and finally 
RON A Tata / Pon by: a. 
ed. acclamationhs, It was in one of . theſe ing - 
briating moments that Voltaire ſprang half 
iout of his box, and oried with all his ſtrength, 
Go on Athenians ! It is Sophocles b 


* 
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This! frankneſt and admirable preſence of 
mind every hour characterized the only man 
af whom we have collected auy anecdotes. 
This which follows diſplays M. de Voltaire as 
nature formed him, that is, men elo- 
quent, and ever! philoſophie, o 
In 1742, at the third or fourth repreſenta. 
tion of Merope, M. de Voltaire obſerved a 
defect iu à part of the dialogue. On liv re- 
turn from the Marchionefs du Chatelere houſe, 
where he had ſupped, he corrected the faulty 


part, made a packet of his correctious; and 


ordered u ſervant to carry them to the Sieur 
Paulin, a very worthy man, but a very mode- 
rate actor, whom Voltaire had educhted has 
nie uſed to fay, with great care to play his ty- 
rauts. The ſervant obſerved to his nisſter 
that it vas paſt midnight, aud that it would. 


be impoſſible to awaken! M. Paulin at that 


hour. Away,“ replied the author of Meropt, . 
4!tyrants' never fleep. A ul 24 dogg a1 bouig, 
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ny , A_SELECTION OF... 
his majeſty the Ving of Pruſſia, I am not the 
jeſs attached to his intereſt, nor leſs ready to 
3 his N for "the ſhort dcn 1 . 

He arreſted me at Fidabtark for a Feen 
of his po etry, of which be made me a preſent, 
and 1 remained | in priſon till the bogk, was 
brouy ht Fr om Hamburg. I have reſtored to 
the Eng 's miniſter, at rankforr, all the. lets 
rers of his majeſty which I had preſerved as 
precious marks « of the goodneſs vith which he. 
nad honoured me. At Paris I will reſtore. 


all the other letters which may. be demanded 


FA.+H) Y £1 1. '4 £2111 * 3345 'S. 


His Mh wiſhes t to recal a contrad which, 
1 deigved to make with me. 1 am cer-. 


j rainy ready. to return it with all the reſt; and, | 


ab Yoon as it ſhall be found, 1 will reſtore ir 
or Eduſe. 1 it to be reſtored. This writing, which - 
vd not Contract but altogether the effe& of 
A $ goodneſs, and which has been With. 
out any e Was on a piece of paper ne. 
half leſs Ag” that which d' Arget page "50 | 
my chamber to the king's apartment at Potl: 
dam. It contained nothing more than thanks 
on my part for the penſic ion which his majeſty . 
bay " Fanied” ne” with the permiſſion of, the © 
my maſter, for that Which he had alſo I 
granted Hp my neice after my death, and for F 
the croſs, and chamberlain's key.” weine 
The king of Pruſſia deigned to write at the 
bottom f this 8 of Paper, as well as I 


* „ 
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remember: C 1 ſign with great pleaſure the 
grant which I have deſigned to make for more 
than fifteen years paſt.” This paper, abſo- 
ately uſeleſs to his majeſty, to mylelf, an 
the public,” half afvredly be returned as Toon, 
as it can be found among my other papers. 1 
neither" can hor will make the leaſt 4 of it; 
aud, to remove all ſufpicion, L declare wylelf 
gällty of treaſon toward the king of France, 
my maſter, and the king of 2706 if I do not, 
deliver up. this pa per the ioſtane it ſhall fall 
neg my hands. 1 . 
MW neice, who attends me in n my bebt 1 
engages under the ſame oath. to reſtore it 1 25 
ſhall come into her polſeſhon; and till I ca 4, 
examine my papers at Paris entirely. anaul. 
the faid writing. r declare that Th, TI 
claim on his majeſty the king of Pruff and, 
in "my. pr reſent cruel ſituation, The Orange, 
thing Wehe the compaſſion which bis grea tay, 
nefs ere mind owes to a dying wap who. has, 
hazarded' and loft all by bis attachment to his 
majeſty, who has ſerycd him with zeal, Jan. 
has been ufefur to him but has ne per failed in 
reſp ea to. "bis perſon, and who relies ON, the... 
3 fs of, his heart. 1. am obliged. to lie, 
ws) being unable to Write I gn, wit! "thi 14 
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Attibugs ſabfement a M. de Volieire! « et qui 10 kent 
mettre 4 Bane, ſous 1a/regence,' en 1916“ 00 
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"pp 'T RISTE Sher Tagbres'6hjets; 9 
Jai vu la Baſtifle tet Vincennes, 1* 
Le Chatelet, Blektre, et mille priſons «11430 
De braves citoyens, de hdelles Tigers $200 07 T6 
f J'ai du la liberté ravie, 5 A £3 i oy 
De la droite raiſon la régle ponſye * Fl 
J'ai vu le peuple Let beer 1 a 
Sous un rigoureux eſeluvage: * 
7 Pai vn le foldat rügiſfant mw 
de Feng de faim, de ſoif, de depit et de rage; in 
Pai u les Tages contredits, 
Leute remontrances znutiles: os 2 
"Pai vu des magiſtrats vexer toutes les uke 
Par des imp6ts erians et d'injuſtes edits: 
J'ai vu ſous habit d'une nen 
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. demon nous donner la lei, #7 19v0g 
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on ſight of gloomy woe I have ſeen the Baſtile, 1 
| 9 the 23,4 ON the-Bictrre, and a thouſand 1 
other priſons, gorged with brave eitzens and faithful 
1 E bave ſeen freedom in chains, and the iy n 
ple groaning in rigorous bondage; I have ſeen —＋ * 
counteracted, and their, — of no effect. ſt 
have ſeen magiſtrates - oppreſs the kingtlom by! the Þ 
ade taxes and uojuſt ein bave een a denen th 
S199 91.0101 HS TCH 1 4 Oc 
*Palfely attributed to . FR vottaire; fo which : þ 


during the regency he' Wus ſent to the Haſtile, in the 
ar 1716. | 5 
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Sacrifier ſon dieu, fa religion, ſon ame 
Pour feduire Peſpfit un trop crédule roi; 
ai vu un homme Epquvantable, "a 
Ce barbare ene wi de tout le genre-hymain,, 
Exercer dans Paris, les armes à la main 
Une police Abomnnable: a 
Pai vu les tyrans impunis: 
Pai vu les gens d'hongeur perſécutés, baunis: 
Jai vu méèmel'erreur en tous lieux kriomphante, ; 
La verits trahie, et la foi chancellante 
Pai vu le lieu faint avill; ib 30 
Pai vu Port-royal abgli; 
Pai vu Patton: la plus noire 
Qui puiſſe jamais arriver 
L'eau de. tout POcean ne pourrait la N 
Et nos derniers neveut auront peine à la croire: 
Pai vu dans ce {6jour. par la grace habité 
Des facriteges; des profanes H B. Fi 
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—_— in a woman's form“, | and Facrifice! her God, 
er religion, and her ſoul, to ſeduce the mind of a too 
credulous king. I have ſeen a man of horror , the bar- 
barous enemy of the human race, with arms in his 
hand ecerciſing at Paris authority the moſt abomina- 
ble, Thave ſeen tyrants unpuniſhed, and men of ho- 
nour perſecuted and in exile. I hae ſeen error — 
where triumph ant, truth betrayed, and faith wir 
ſtaggering ſtepse - have ſeen holy places defiled; and 
Port Royab aboliſhed! I have ſcen che blackeſt act 
chat ever can be oommitted ; not all the waters of the 
ocean could waſh away its guilt, nor will future gene- 
rations think it credible. I have ſeen in the pure abodes 
of merey, Herilegious and propbane bands diſturb iue 
5171 * *. 


* Madame de Maintenon, +M. D'Argenſon, 
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Ce welt pas | tout encor ; J ai vu 1 * prèlature 
Se vendre, ou deyenir le prix de Vimpoſture: 
Fai vu les dignités en Pr Git uus Ignorads : : 

al vu les gens de rien tenirles premiers rangs: 
dai vu de ſaints prelats devenir la victime 
Du feu divin qui les anime. 

O temps 16 moeurs! Pai yn dans ce ſiècle maudit 
Ce cardinal, Porne ment de la France 
Plas grand encor, plus ſaint qu'on ne le dit, 

Reſſentir les effcts. d'une horrible vengeance: 

Pai vu Phypocrite honore : 

Pal vu, cet tout dire; le Jeluite adoré. 

Pai vu ces maux ſous le regne funeſte 

Dun prince que jadis la Blere cElilte 

*. Accor da, par vEngeauce, 2 nos defirs- ardens : 
$a Fat, vu ces maux, et Je n'a pas vaſe ans. 


al feat of aer e f Nor is this Il. I "2p hen the 
#: mitre bought and fold, or made the reward of impoſ- 
tare, I have ſeen high dignities the prey, of the 1g- 

© norant, and baſe men holding the higheſt rank. 
have feen holy prelates fall a ſacrifice to the divine 


ardour by which they were animated. Oh times! Oh 


manners In this accurſed age, I have ſeen that Car- 

Adinal who is the ornament of France, more great and 
holy even than fame reports him, feel che moſt horri- 
ble effects of vengeance. I have ſeen the hypocrite 

honoured, and in a word the jeſuit adored, Theſe 

evils Ihave ſeen; during the reign of a Prince whom 

heavenly wrath in vengeance formerly granted to our 
ardent wiſn. Theſe evils have I'ſeen, * * age of 
2 Wee havamor paſſed. alt rr ans A1 5 
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\Þ WA Stired of the lazy and turbulent life led 


at Paris, of the multitude of Petit-Maitres, of 
bad books. priuted with the approbation of Cen- 
ſors and the privilege of the King; of the ca- 
bals and parties among the learned, and of 
N the mean arts, plagiariſm, and book. making 
= which diſhonour literature. In the year 1233, 
I met with a young lady who happened to think 
1 as I did, and who took a reſolution to 
go with me and, ſpend. ſeveral, years in the 
country, there to cultivate her underſtanding, 
5 from the hurry and tumult of the world. 
„This Lady was no other than the Marchion- 
0 de Chatelet, who, of all the women in 
France, had a mind the moſt capable of the 
different branches of ſcience. Her father, the 


* gn Breteuil, had taught bex Latin, which 
0 .* * 
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| ſhe underſtood as perfectly as „ Dacier. 
. She knew; by rote the moſt beautiful paſſages 
in Horace, Virgil, and Lucretius, and all the 
philoſophical works of Cicero were familiar to 
her, Her: inclinations, were more ſtrongly bent 
towards the mathematics and metaphyſics than 
any other ſtudies, and ſeldom have there been 
united in the ſame perſon ſo; much juſtneſs of 
diſcernment, and elegance of taſte, with ſo ar- 
dent a deſire of information. 
Yet, notwithſtanding her love of ences, 1 
ſhe, was not the Jeſs fond of the world, and 
thoſe, amuſements which were adapted to her 
ſex. and age: ſhe, however, determined to 
' quit them all, and go and bury herſelf in an 
old ryincus chateau, upon the borders of Cham- 
* pagne and Loraine, and ſituated in a barren 
and unhealthy ſoil. This old chatean ſhe orna- 
mented, and embelliſhed with tolerably pretty 
gardens; I built a gallery, and formed a very 
good, collection of natural hiſtory: add to 
which, we had a library not badly furniſhed. 
We were viſited by ſeveral of the 1 
who came to philoſophize in our retreat: 
| among others we had, the celebrated Köüenig 
1 for two intire years, who has ſince died Profeſ- | 
14 ſor at the Hague, and Librarian; to her High- | 
Il | neſs. the princeſs of Orange. Maupertuis came... 
a 
t 


alſo, with John Bernouilli; and there it Was 
that Maupetuis, ho was born the moſt jealous 


* ft 


þ bee all human beings, made me the object of a ; 
#1 | paſſion which has ever been to him exceedingly 
| | dear. YL TRE | | 80 3 
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1 taught Engliſh to Madame du Chitelet, « 
ho in abqut three months, underſtocd it as 
well as I did, and read Newton, Locke, and Pope, 
with equal eaſe. She learnt Italian likewiſe as 


ſoon. We read all the works of Taſſo and 


Arioſto'togetlier, ſo that when Algarotti came 
to Cirey, where he finiſhed his Neutonianiſmo 
per le Dame, [The Ladies Newton, ] he found 
her ſufficiently ſkilful in his own language to 
give him ſome very excellent information by 
which he profited. Algarotti was a Venetian, | 
the ſon of a very rich tradeſman, and very 
amiable; he travelled all over Europe, knew 
a little of every thing, and gave to every thing 
a grace, + 
Ia this cur delightful retreat we ſought'only © 
inſtruction, and troubled not ourſelves concerns © 


ing what paſſed in the reſt of the world. We 


long employed all our attention and powers 
upon Leibnitz and Newton: Madame du Cha- 
telet attached herſelf firſt to Leibnitz, and ex- 

plained one part of his ſyſtem, in a book exceed- 
ingly well written, entitled Inſtitutions de 
Phyſique. She did not ſeek to decorate philo- 
lophy with ornaments to which philoſophy is a 

ſtranger; fuch affectation never was part of her 

character, which was maſculine and Juſt. The 
proper ties of her ſtyle were clearnefs, precifion, 
and elegance. If it be ever poſſible to gire 
the femblance of truth to the ideas of Leibnitz, 
it will be n in that Wen, þ . > Fer a 
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Madame du 


few people trouble themſelves to RON how: or 
What Leibnitz thought. 
Born With a love of truth, ſhe PLL aban- 


doned ſyſtem, and applied herſelf to the dif. 


cdveries of the great Newton; ſhe tranſlated 


tis whole book on the Principles of the Mathe. 
and when ſhe had after-. 
wards enlarged her Knowledge, ſhe added to. 


maties into French); 


this book, which ſo few people underſtood, 


an Algebraital Commentary, which like wiſe is 
not to be underſtood by commom readers. M. 
Clalraut; one of our beſt Geometricians, has 
carefully reviewed this Commentary, an edi-, 
tion of it was be gun, and it is not to the ho- 


nour of the age, that it never was finiſhed. 


At Cirey we cultivated all the arts; it was 


there 1 compoſed Alzire, Merope, Enfant, 


Prodigue, and Mahomet. For her uſe I wrote 
an Efſty on Univerſal Hiſtory, from the age 
of Charlemagne to the preſent, 


epbeha of Charlemagne, becauſe it Was the 
point of time which Bouſſuet ſtopped, at, and 


becauſe I durſt not again treat a ſybjeRt Aires 


dy handted by fo great a maſter, 
hatelet, however, was far 


from ſatisfied with the fert Uitory of 


this prelate; The thought it eloquent only, and, 
wab provoked to find that the labours of Bol- 


ſuet were all Waſted pon a hation To fdefpicar 
bleas the Je win. ; 
After having pont Wu; years In this 1 retreat, 


in es midſt of the arts and ſciences, we were 1 


1 5117 5917941 x5 ladies 
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obliged to go to Bruſſels, where the family of 
du Chatelet had long been embroiled in a law- 
ſuit with the family of Honſbrouk. kn 

Here I had the good fortune to meet with a 
grandſon of the illuſtrious and unfortunate. 
Grand Penſioner De Wit, who was Firſt Pre- 
fdent of the Chamber of Accounts, and had 
one of the fineſt libraries in Europe, which 
was of great uſe to me in bn my Univer- 
ſal Hiſtory, _ 

But I had a ſtill poecion Wei at Bruſ- | 
ſels, and which gave me infinite plcaſure. I 
terminated the law. ſuit, by an accommodation, | 
in which the two families had been ruining each 
other with expences for near ſixty years, and 
gained two hundred and twenty thouland livres 
paid in ready money to the Marquis du Chitelet,- 

While I remained at Bruſſels, and in the 
year 1730, the unpoliſhed King of Pruſſia,” 
Frederic-William, the moſt intolerant of all 
Kings, and beyond contradiction the moſt fru- 
gal, and the richeſt in ready money, died at 
berlin, His ſon, who has fince gain@ ſo fin- 
gular a kind of reputation, had then held a 
tolerable , regular correſpondence; with me 
above four years. The world never perhaps 
beheld à father and ſon who leſs reſembled-- 
each other than theſe two monarcbs. 

The father was an abſolute Vandel, who 
bought of no other thing, during bis whole 
eign, than amaſſing of money, and maintain- 


ig, at the leaſt poſſible expence, the fineſt 
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10 8 in Europe. Never were ſybjeAs poor- | 
r, or King more rich. He bought up at a 
| deſpicable price the eſtates of a great part of 


26 Lindau, Who ſoon devoured the little 


money they got for them, above half of which 
2} We tothe Royal coffers by means of du. 

ties upon conſumption. All the King's lands 
were farmed out to tax-gatherers, who held 
the double office of Exciſeman and Judge; in- 
ſomuch, that if a landed tenant did not pay this 
collector upon the very day appointed; he put 


on his Judge's robe, and condemned the delin- 


ghent in double the ſum. It muſt be obſerve 


ed, that if this ſuame Exciſeman and Judge 


did not pay the King by the laſt day of the 


= month, the day following he was lümſelf * 


* , 


ed to pay double to the King. 


Ai If Did a man kill a hare or Jop a tree any 


Where near the Royal domains, or commit avy 
eee peccadillo? he was inſtantly condemned 
to pay a fine. Was a poor girl found guilty 
of making a child? the father or the mother, 
{3 1 or ſome ther of the girl's relations, were oblig. 
7 th: pay liis Majeſty for the faſhion. 
The Baronneſs of Kniphauſſen, who at that 
ilctime was the richeſt widow in Berlin, that is 
d toliſay, ſhe had between three; and four hun 
dred a year, was accuſed of having brougit 
th one of the King's ſubjects clandeſtinely int 
the world iu the ſecond year of her widowhood 
His Majeſty thereupon wrote het a letter, wit 
nis on hand, wherein he * it wa 
5 0 
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neceſſary, if ſhe meant to ſave: her honour, 


and preſerve her character, ſhe muſt imme di- 


ately ſend him thirty thouſand livres (1250 l.) 


This ſum ſhe was e to botiow, 1 was 


ruined. 
He had an AnibaMidor at- * 5k Re whoſe 


name was Luifius ; 


and certainly of all the 


Ambaſſadors that appertained to royalty, be 
was paid the worſt. This poor man, that he 


* * 


| | Pruſſia.” 
word that the King, 
had ſtopped on this account, a year's ſalary to 


might be able to keep a fire, had cut down 
ſome trees in the garden of | Hous-lardick, 

which then appertamed to the Royal-bouſe = 
His next. difpatclies brought bim 
his gracious Sovereign, 


defray his damages, and Luiſius, in a fit of 
deſpair, cut his throat with the only razor he 


1: had, An old valet, happening to come in, 


called aſſiſtance, and unhappy for bim ſaved 


his life. Jafterwards met with bis Excellency 
at the Hague, and gave him alns at the gate 
of the Palace, Which is called the Old Court, 
and which belonged to the King of Pruſſia, 
where this = Ahne n lived: twelve 
8 (31 

Turkey, it au be confeſſed, isa Republic, 
has compared to the deſpotiſmexercited by 
3 Frederick Willa. 

It was by ſuch like means, aan that he 
><vuld; 10-4 reign of twenty-ciglit ycars, load 
the cellers of his Palace at Berlin with al hun- 
dred and twenty millions of crowns (fiſteen 

O 4 
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millions Rerling).all well galten 9 barrels, 

hooped with i Iron. os, N La. i425 
Hie took great pleaſure in. furaibing the. 
grand apartment of the Palace whith Beayy 
articles af mafſy ſilver, in Which the worth of 
the vorkman ſurpaſſed not the ſterling of na- 
ture. He gave to the Queen his wife, in 
charge, that is, a cabinet, the contents of 
which, e ven to the coffee - pot, were all gold. 
Tue Monarch uſed to walk from his Palace 

cloathed in an old blue coat, with copper but=/ 
tons, half way down his thighs, and when he 
bought a new one, theſe buttons were made 
to erve again. It was in this dreſs that his 
Majeſty, armed with a huge ſerjeant's cane, 
marched forth: every day to review his regi - 
ment of giants. Theſe giants were his great- 
eſt delight, and the things for which he ent 
to the heavieſt expence. 2737 

The men who! ſtood; in the fr PASS of this. 
regiment were none of them leſs than ſeven 
feet higb, and he ſent to purchaſe them from 
the farther N. of Europe to the borders of 

Aſia. I haye feen ſome of them ſince his death, 

The King, his ſon, Who loved handſqme, . 
05 not gigantic men, had given. thoſe L ſaw 
to) the Queen, his wife, to ſerve in quality of 
Heiduques: I remember they accompanied 
the old ſtate coach, which pteceded the Mar- 
quis de Beauvan; who! came to compliment 
the new King in the month of November, 
1740. The late King Frederic-William, who 


20 
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had formerly ſold all the magnificent furniture 
left by his father, never could find a purchaſer 
for that enormous unguilt coach. The Hei- 
duqdes, who walked on each ſide to ſupport 
it, in eaſe it ſhould fall, 250 bande With 
eath other over rhe roof. 
After Frederic William bad reviewed his 
giants, he uſed to walk through the town, 
aud every body fled before him full ſpeed. 
If he happened to meet a woman, he would 
demand why "ſhe ſtaid idling her time in the 
ſtreets, and exclaim, “Go get home witk 
yon; you lazy huffy; an honeſt woman has na 
buſiaeſs over the threſhotd of her on door 7? : 
which re monſtrance he would accompany with/ 
a hearty box on the ear, kick in the groin, or a 
few well applied ane on the moubere ri 
his cane. 
The holy Miniſters of the Gofpet were treat- 
ed alſo in exactly the fame ſtyle, if they hap- 
| pened to take a fancy to come upon the parade.” 
We may cafily imagine, what would be the 
aſtonihment and vexation of 'aghandal, like 
this, to find he had a ſon endowed with wit, 
grace, and good breeding; who delighted to 
5 pleaſe, was eager in the acquifition of know- 
ſ ledge, and who made yerfes, and afterwards! 
4 ſet them to muſic.) If he caught him with a 
N book in his hand, he threw eit into the fire; 
5 or playing on the flute, he broke his inſtrument; 
„ and lometimes treated wy 6 OY 2 rn as 
ö ex If 


er 


„„ 


1 
2 * 3 & * * 
\ £ 


0 5 


322 Molins or /VOLTATRE: 


he treated the ladies and e eee 
Be met: wich them on tlie parade. 
The Prince, weary of the attentions of: ſo 
3 one fine morning, 
in 1730, to elope, without well knowing whe- 
ther he would fly to France or England. 
Pateriial economy had deprived him of the 
power of travelling in the ſtyle of ſon and heir 
to qa farmer- general, or even an Engliſh tradeſ- 
man, and he was e to: borrow a fe 
hundred ducats. & {£14 * 09 
Two young: gentlemen, both very amiable, 
one named Kat, tlie other Keit, were to ac- 
company him. Kat was the only ſon: of a 
braye Ceneral Officer, and Keit had married 
the daughter of the ſaid Baroneſs of Kniphauſ- 
ſen, Who had paid the ten thouſand crowns 
about the child-making buſineſs before men- 
tioned. The day and hour were appointed; 
the father was informed of the whole affair, 
and the Prince and his two travelling compa- 
-nions.,were all three put under arreſt. 
he King believed at firſt, that the Princeſs 
W ihelmina, Mis daughter, who was afterwards 
married to the Prince Margrave of Bareith, was 
concerned in the plot: and as he was remar k- 
able for diſpatch in the executive branch of juſ- 
tige, he proceeded to kick her out of a large 
window, which opened from the floor to the 
ieling. The Queen; Mother, who was pre- 
ſent at this exploit, with great difficulty ſaved 
ber, by catching! hold of her en at the 
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moment ſhe was making her leap. © The Prin- 


ceſs received a contuſion on her left breaſt, 


Which remained with her during life, as a 
mark of paterual affection, and: which * TY 
me the honour to ſhew me. 515 0 Oer 1 


The Prince had a ſort of miſtreſs; the de 
ter of a ſchool-· maſter, of the town of Brande- 
bourg, who had ſettled at Potzdam. This 


girl played tolerably well upon the harpſi cord, 
and the Priuce accompanied her with his flute. 


He really imagined himſelf in love, but in this 


he was deceived; his avocation was not with 


the fair ſex. However, as he had pretended 


a kind of paſſion, the King, his father, thought 
proper that the damſel ſhould make the tour 


of Potzdam, conducted by the hangman, and 


ordered her to be eh b in nn of 


kis ſon 
After be had rogeled nim with! this Aboriag 


ſpectacle, he made a transfer of him to the 


citadel of Cuſtrin, which was ſituated in the 
midſt of a marſn. Here he was thut up, with- 
out a ſingle ſeryant, for the ſpace of ſix months, 
in a fort of dungeon, at the end of which time 
ey was allowed a ſoldier as an attendant. 
This ſoldier, who was young, welt made, 


MiAiſdareys and played upon the flute, had 


more ways than one of amuſing the! rgyaÞpri- 


ſoner. So many fine qualities have mad his 


fortune ; and I have ſince know him, at once 
Valet de Chambre aud firſt Miniſter, with all 


the inſolence which two ſuch poſts may be 
ſuppoſed to inſpire. 


3 
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The Frince had been ſome weeks in his pa- 
lace at Cuſtrin, when one day an old officer; 


followed by four grenadiers, entered his cham- 


ber, weeping. Frederic had no doubt he was 
going to be made a head ſhorter; but the 
olicer ſtill in tears, ordered the grenadiers to 
take him to the window, and hold his head 
out of it, that he mighi be obliged to look on 
the execution of his ſriend Kat, upon a ſcaf . 
fold expreſsly built there for that purpoſe. 
He ſaw, ſtretched out his hand, and fainted. 


The father was preſent at this exhibition, as 


he had been at that of the-girl's Whipping- bout. 
Kit, the other confidant, had fled into 
Holland, whither the King diſpatched his mi- 
litary meſſengers to ſeize him. He eſcaped 
merely by a minute, embarked: for Portugal, 
and there remained till the death of the moſt 
clement; Frederic - Willig. 
It was not the King's as 15 bank ſtops: 
ped: there; his deſign was to have beheaded 


the Prince. He conſidered that he had three 


other ſons, not one of whom wrote verſes, and 
that they wert ſuſſicjent to ſuſtain the Pruſſia n 
grandeur. Meaſures had been already con- 
certed to make him ſuffer, as the Czarovitz, 


; eldeſt nnn the Great, had ſuffrred 


before. i 179. an OO fit mum ou. bg; 
It is not . clear, from any known 
lays, human or divine, that a young man 
ſhould have his head ftruck off, becauſe he 
had a wiſh to travel. But his majeſty had 
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caundigudur(» in Pruſſia, equally as learned 
and equitable as the Ruſſian expounders of 
law. Beſides that his ou paternal authority, 
ina caſe of need, would at any time ſuffice. 
Fbe Emperor Charles the Sixth, however, 
pretended: that che Prince Royal, as a Prince 
of the Empire, could not ſuffer condeumation 
but it a full Diet; and ſent the Count de Se“ 
kendorf to the father, in order to make very 
ſerious remouſtrances on thatifubjet t. 
The Count de Sekendorf, whom I have 
ſince. known in Saxony, where he lives re- 
tired, bas declared to me, it was with great 
dlifficulty indeed, that he could prevail with 
tbe King not to behead the Prince. This 14 
the ſame Sekendorf who has commanded the 
armies of | Bavaria, and of whom the Prince, 
when: he came to the throne, drew a hideous 
portrait, in the hiſtory of his father, which he 
inſerted in ſome thirty copies of his Memoires 
de Brandebourg“. Who would not, after this 
ſerve Princes, and prevent an dunn cu 
ting off their heads? (If: 244416 
After eighteen months eee . 
ſolicitations of the Emperor, and the tears of 
the Queen, obtained the- Prince his liberty; 
and he immediately began to make vefſes, 
and write muſic more than ever. He read 
enn Kanaan bade D I. 


gave the Elector Palatine the pt ofthis worly 
"RI PEER prefenied do mo. at 
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Leibnitz, and even Wolf; whom he called a 
compiler of traſh, and devoted himſelf to the 
hole circle of ſciences at oncmmme. 
As the King, his father, ſuffered nim to 
have very little to do with the national affairs, 
or as there rather, indeed, were no ſuch aſ- 
fairs in a government the whole buſineſs of 
- which was reviews, he emyloyed his leiſure 
in writing to thoſe men of letters in France, 
who were ſomething known in the world. 
Theſe letters were ſome in verſe, and others 
were treatiſes of metaphyſics, luſtory, and 
politics. He treated ine as a ſomething divine, 
and I him as a Solomon Epithets coſt us 
nothing. They have printed ſome of theſe 
ridiculous things in a collection of my works, 
and happily they have not printed the thirtieth 
part of them. I took the liberty to ſend him 
an exceedingly beautiful ink-ſtand; he had 
the bounty to preſent me with a few gew. gaws 
of amber, and all the wits of the Pariſian 
coffeechouſes e wich wie — : 
Das made.. OA DSUON 1 
A young ee e 2 
3 was likewiſe a rhymer, and of courſe a 
favourite with Frederic, was diſpatched from 
the frontiers of Pomerania to us at Cirey. We 
prepared a feaſt for him, and I made a fine 
illumination, the lights of which compoſed the 
a and name of the Prince Royal, with 
this device, 'PEſperance du genre re oY 
$86 SO SOIT GE TUBULE, ö nis 21 
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For my on part, had I been inclined to in- 
-Suigs perſunal- hopes, I had great reaſon ſo to 
do; for my Prince always called me his dear 
friend, in his letters, and ſpoke frequently of 
the ſolid marks of friendſhip which he deſign- 
6 for me as ſoon as be. Ta: mount > 

\throneud lot, ff nett : 
241 /Dhe . at laſt was n while 1 was 
at Bruſſels, and he began his reign by ſending 
an Ambaſſador Extraordinary to France; one 
Camas, who had loſt an arm, formerly a French 
refugee, and then an officer in the Pruſſian ar- 
my. He ſaid that, as there was a miniſter 
from the French court at Berlin, who. had but 
one hund, he, that be might acquit himſelf of 
all obligation towards the Moſt Chriſtian King, 
had ſent him an bade with r once 
arm. 

Camas, as Aland as * 5 Kae at his 3 inn, 
diſpatched a lad to me, whom he had created 

his page, to tell me that he was too much fati- 
gued to come to my houſe, and therefore beg. 
ged I would come to hing inſtantly, he having. 
the fineſt, greateſt, and moſt magnificent pre- 
ſent that ever was preſented, to make me on 
the part of the King his maſter. Run - run 
as faſt as you can, ſaid: Madame du Chitelet,, 
he has an lepgi on 2 Wan tha of 10 
ae n % 0 211106 

Away I ran, nod! hu, — Ambaſlader, 
whoſe only baggage was a ſmall keg-of wine, 
tied behind his chaiſe, ſent from the cellar of 


Pg 


— — —„ ̃ ⁰Q oo — 
— 
* 


a | — wei or Vor 
the late King by the reſgnitig Monarch, with a 


royal command for me to drink. Iemptied 
myſelf in proteſtations of aſtoniſhment and gra- 


| | titude for theſe liquid marks of his Majeſty's 


bounty, inſtead of the ſolid ones I had been 
taught to 222532 and divided my keg with” 

Camas. Neal Y A017 19 UN Isg 
My Solomon was then at Straſbourg; the 
whim had taken him while he was viſiting his 
long and narrow land, which extends from Guel- 


ders to the Baltic ocean, that he would come 


incognito' to view the frontiers and troops of 
France. This pleafure he enjoyed at Straſ. 


bourg, Where he went by the name of Count 


du ür, a Lord of Bohemia. His brother, 
this Free Royal; Who was with him, bad alfo 
his travelling title; and Algaroti, who already 
had attached himſelf to —— was ihr "ny: n. 
who went unmaſüed. 

His Majeſty fert me a hiſtoryiiof Wehen: 
ch Brulſels, half verfe; half proſe, written in 
a taſte ſomething fimilar'': to that of mg 
mont and Chapelle; that is to fay, as ſimilar 
as a King of Pruſſia's could be fuppofed r. 
The following are extracts from his letter. 

« After theſe abominable roads, We verre 


obliged to ꝓut up at ſtill more . Iths. 


x Hungry and cold, and late at night, . "ob 
Each tbieviſh heft beheld our Nich — blog * 
And each, With more chan f 
(Ste we'd firſt in molt infernal m 
Would poiſan us, and after rob u,, 
Happy to think how they could fob us. 


5 


- 


* ; 
* 
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84 r is ſo common 
r Fe 
Roads frightful, food bad, drink worſe. This © 

wag not all; we met wich many accidents ; 
and to be ſure gur equipage mult haye ſome- 
thing very odd about it, for every place ye * 
paſſed 3 they took us for ana aul. 


One FE — * us 1 I '4 
Others ſuſpect we're civil thieves; 
Some think us late let looſe from college, 

And eager all of farther knowledge, : 

They croud and ſquint, and wiſh to fmoke us, 

As ebekneys gape at hocus- poc us. 

The maſter of the paſt-houſe at Kell es] 
aſſured us ere was no ſafety without paſſports, 
and ſeeing we were driven to an abſoſutt negeſ- 
ſity of making them for ourſelves, or of not en- 
tering Straſbourg, we were een forced to this. 
ſhifr, in the execution of which, tke Pruſſian. 
arms, which I had upon my ſeal, were mar vel - 
loofly! uſeful. + We arrived at Straſbourg, and 
the Corfaire de la duuane and the Viſiteur ſeem · 
ed ſatisfied with our proof. 


The rafcals found themſelves in lover, - 8 8 
With one eye read our paſſports over, 11 1 20 7 
And fix d the other on our ale, ien 14 cabal 
Determin'd we ſhould reimbur * * 
"Their pains, with guineas good and man ; 177th 
Thus gold, with Which Jove bou ht Mi Dan, 
Thus gold, with which your mig ty Cota 
Govern'd the world wi dl rous eaſe, eh 
Gold, For ens far than all the e IIS 
Vcliped or eien n or We Ka 


# =& 'S 
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| Soon brought che Scbundrels to allore ud, 

And ope the gates of Straſbourg for n 
[Ws may fee by this letter, that he was not yet 
eu. the beſt of all poſſible poets, and that 
his philoſophy did not look with total indiffer- 
ence on the metal of which his PRE * made 

b. ſuch ample propifon _— 
From Straſburg he went to viſit — territories 
in the Lower Germany, and ſent me Word he 
would come incognito to fee me at Bruffels. 
We prepared elegant apartments for him in the 
little Chateau de Meauſe, two leagues from 
Cleves. He informed me, he expected 1 ſhould 
» bee the firſt advances; and accordingly I'went 
| 10 pay him mà moſt! profound refpects. 
15 IAaopertins, who had already formed his 
Plau, having the mania of becoming Preſident 
of an Academy upon him, bad preſented him- 
L and was lodged with Algaroti and Keizer- 
in one of the garrets of this palace. One 
— er was the only guard 1 found. The Privy- 


|} Counſellor and Miniſter of State, Rambonet, 
| 1 walking ! in the court- yard, blowing his fin- 


gers. He had on a pair of large dirty coarſe 
"ruffles, a hat, all in holes, and an old judge's Wig, 
one fide of nen ee int pie sen, and the 


inn 


Bo 1 


{ * Surf Pape it is Tepee to render the true Fit of 


theſe extracts, and others inſerted in theſe Memoirs, 

N e ee either ſtupld or extravagant; 

h liberties have been taken in the ſtyle, which 

5 8957 ſcarcely be Ef meet in ether Parts at the 
Work. | 

* 


affair of great ae and ſo indeed he 
eee 

I Was conducted into his Majeſty's. apart- 
ment, in which 1 found, nothing but four bare 
a ſmall truckle bed, two feet aud a half wide, 
in a cloſet, upon which lay alittle man, wrap- 
ped up in a morning gown, of blue cloth. It 
was his Majeſty, Who lay ſweating and ſhak- 
ing, beneath a beggarly coverlet, in a violent 
ague fit. I, made my bow, and began my ac- 
quaintance by feeling bis pulſe, às if 1 had 


18 ſelf, and ſat down, to. table with Algaroti, Ke- 
Zerling, Maupertius, the Ambaſſador to the 
States General, and myſelf ; where. at ſupper, 
ve treated moſt profoundly on the im mortality 

of the ſoul, natural Hberty, and the, Aar 
nes of Plato. 


freedom, the Prevy-Counſellor Rambonet, was 
mounted upon a poſt-hor ſe, and riding all 
night towards Liege, at the gates of which 


with ſound, of trumpet, the name of the King 
his maſter, while two: thouſand ſoldiers from 

Vieſel were laying the city of Liege under con- 

tribution. The pretext for this fine expe di- 
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other ſcarcely touched his ſhoulder. They in- 
formed me, this man was charged with a ſtate 


walls. By the light of a bougie, I perceived 


been his firſt phyſician. 9 
The fit left him, and he roles dreſſed blim- 


While we were "thus ai on 'F 


he arrived the next day, where he proclaimed, | | 


tion was certain rights, which his Majeſty pre · 1 


— 
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tended to have over a part of the ſuburbs. It 
was to me he committed the taſk of drawing 
up the manifeſto, which I performed as well 
as the nature of the caſe would let me; never 
fſuſpecting that a King, with whom L ſuppad 
and Who called me his friend, could poſſibly 
be in the wrong. The affair was ſoon brought 
to a cbncluſion, by the payment of a million 
of livres, which he exacted in good hard du- 
cats, and which ſerved to defray the expences 
of his tour to Straſbourg, concerning which 
he "complained. ſo loudly in his poetic n | 
| epiltle© 72 th 
1 ſoon felt my attachment to Fe for — 
had wit, an agreeable manner, and was more- 
over, el King; which is @ circumſtance of 
ſeduction Hardly to be vanquiſhed, by human 
weakneſs. Generally ſpeaking, it is the employ- 
ment of men of letters to flatter Kings; but in 
cis inſtance, I was praiſed by a King, from then 
Ht crown of my head to the ſole of my foot, at 
the ſame time that I was libelled, at leaſt once 
Ia week; by the Abbe Des Fontaines, and other 
Grub ſtreet poets OPFESTISS 7 odor gt er ig rt] 
Some time before the death of his father, 
Iithe King of Pruſſia thought proper to write 
againſt the principles of Machiayel. Had Ma. 
FichiaveFhad'a Prince for a pupil, the very r! 51 
| Ting he would have adviſed him to do, would 


pa ve been ſo to write. The Prince Royal, ho- 
ver; Was not maſter of ſo much fineſſe; he re- 
1 ly 115 what he wrote i. but it was before I 
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he was à King, and while his father gave him 
no great reaſon to fall in love with deſpotie 
power. He praiſed moderation and juſtice 
with his whole foul; and in the ardour of his 
enthuſiaſm, looked upon all uſurpation as an 
abſolute crime. dc] 

This manuſcript he had ſent tome at Bruſfele, 
to have it corrected and printed ; and I had al- 
ready made à preſent of it to a Dutch book 
ſeller; one Vendaren, one of the greateſt knaves 
of his profeſſion. Icould not help feeling ſome 
remorſe, at being concerned in printing this 
Anti-Machiavelion book, at the yerg,moment 
the King of Pruſſia, who bad a hundred millions 
in his coffers, was robbing the poor people at 
Liege of another, by the hands of the be | 
Counſellor Rambonet. 

L imagined my Solomon would not top, ror 
His father had left him ſixty- ſix thouſand four 1 
hundred men, all complete, and ebener ' 
troops. He" was buſily augmenting. them, 
and appeared to have a vaſt inclination to gives « 
them employment the very firſt opportunity. 

I repreſented to him, that perhaps it was | 
not altogether prudent to print his book juſt +11 
at the time the world might reproach. him with 
having violated the principles he taught; and... 4 
he permitted me to ſtop the impreſſion. Lac 
cordingly took a journey into Holland, burpole- 9 
ly to do him this trifling ſervice; but the book- - 
ſeller demanded ſo much money, that his 
Majeſty, who was ne, in the bottom of his“ 


, 
9 . 
» 3 . 
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heart, vened to ſee himſelf in print, was bet⸗ 
ter pleaſed t be ſo ror bothing, 1 5 to 0 
for not being 8 

-_ While I. was in Holland, occupied in this” 
buſine(s, Charles the Sixth died, in the ment 
| of Ottober, 1740, of an indigeſtion, occaſioned © 
vy cating champignons, which brought on an 


ged the deſtiny of Europe. It was preſent- 
ly evident, that Frederic the third, King of Pruſ- 
ſia, was not fo great an enemy to Machiayel” 


Althoygh he had then conceived the projet” 


neglect to invite me to his court; but I had 
before given him to underſtand I could not 
c ome to ſtay, with bim ; that I deemed it 
a duty to prefer friendſhip to ambition; that 
I was attached to Madame du Chatelet; end 
that, between philoſophers, I loved a lady be t= 


- F'took, though for his own part he did not love 


to let him ſee, 
He had already aſſembled bis crop yet 


- x 4 
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A. AL 43.03 £« i inn 
xd 


110 


as the Prince Royal appeared tohave been. | 


I. apoplexy, and this plate of champignons chan- D 


2 of His invaſion of Sileſia, he did not the leſs. 3 


ter than a King. He approved of the liberty 


the Ladies. I went. to pay him a viſit in Octo- 
ber; and the Cardinal de Fleury writ me a 
long letter, full of praiſes of the Anti-Machia- 
vel, and of the author, which I did not forget 7 


3.3 


not one of his Generals or Miniſters could pe- 
netrate into his deſigns. The Marquis de Beau- 
veay, who | was gene to l him on bis 5 


MEMOIRS,.0F, VOLTAIRE. 335 0 


acceſſivn, believed he meant to declare againſt 
France, in favour. of Maria-Thereſa, Queen 
of Hungary and Bohemia, and daughter of 
Charles the Sixth; and to ſupport the election 
of Francis of 44 Grand Duke of Tuſca- 
vy, and huſband of that Queen, to the Em- 
pire, ſuppoling be might thence derive great 
advantages. 
I had more reaſon than ELL perſon to ſuppoſe, 
the new-crowned, King of Pruſſia meant to, eſ- 
pouſe this party; for three months before, he had 
ſent me a political diſſertation, after his manner 
wherein he conſidered France as the natural 
enemy and depredator of Germany. Put it 
was conſtitutional with him to de the direct 
contrary. of what he ſaid or wrote; not from 
diſſimulation, but becauſe he ſpoke and wrote 
with one kind of enthuſiaſm, aud afterwards, 
ated with another. # 
He departed on the 15th of December, with 
the quartan ague, for the conqueſt of Silelia, © 
at the head of thirty thouſand combatants, well 


diſciplined, and well accoutred. As he mount⸗ . 


ed his horſe, he ſaid to the Marquis de Beau- 5 
vau, Maria Thereſa's Miniſter, “I am going. T 
to play your game; ſhould the trumps fall in. 
to our hands, we will divide the winnings.” _ 

He has ſince that written the hiſtory of that 
conqueſt, and he ſhewed me the whole of it. 
Here follows one of the curious paragraphs, i in 
the introduction to theſe annals, which I, 8 
preference, care fully tranſcribed, as a thing 
unique in its kind. 


Add to the foregoing ad 1 
had troops entirely prepared to act; this, the 
fulneſs of my treaſury, and the vibaciry of my 

12 were the reaſons why et made War 

upon Maria Thereſa, Queen of f Bohemia and 

e S mu 66 £9 

A 4 Yew ines alter, "hz ve wet⸗ very 
| words.” | 12 
Aindltion, intereſt, ah 8 K te Make 

Nad world ſpeak of Tire, Yatguiſhed, all, and 

War was determined on.“ 

From the time that conquerors, or fiery 
«Gen that would be conquerors, firft were, 
to the preſent hour, T believe he is the only 

one who' has ever done himfelf thus much juſ- 
tice. Never man, perhaps, felt reaſon more 

fortibiy, or liſtened more attentively to his 
pet but this mixture of a philoſophic 
v mind, and a diſorderly imagination, haye a 
Ty compoſed his character. 
It is much to be regretted that I prevailed 
en Him to omit theſe paſſages, when I after- 
Wards correted his works; a confeſſion ſo 
+ unconimon, ſhould have paſſed down to pol- 
© terity,” and have ferved to ſhew upon what 
- motives the generality of wars are founded. | 

We authors, poets, . hiſtorians, and acade- 

mician declaimers, celebrate theſe fine ex- 

Plots! "bit here i3 a monarch. who performs 

"an condemns them. mM 

His troops had already entered Sileſia when 
n Miſter” at Viehna, the Baron de Melder, 


at leaſt find him a horſe. 
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made the very impolite. propoſal to Maria. 
" Thereſa, , of. ceding, - with a good grace, to 
the Elector and King his maſter, three-fourths 
l of that province; tor which his Prufian Ma- 


| 5 


_ Jeſty would lend. her three millions of crowns, 


and make ber huſband Emperor. 


o 


_ Maria-Thereſa, who at that time had neither 
troops, money, nor credit, was not withſtand- 
ing inflexible ; ſhe rather choſe to riſk'the toſs 
of all, than crouch to a Prince whom {he looked 


upon as the vaſſal of her anceſtors; and whoſe 


life the Emperor, her father, had ſaved. Her 


Generals could ſcarcely muſter twenty thouſand 
men, Marthil Neuperg, who commanded 
them, forced the King of Pruſſia. to give. bat- 


tle under the walls of Neiſſe. The Pruſſian 


cavalry was at firſt put to the royt by the Auſ-. 
trian; and the King, who was not accuſtomed 
to ſtand fire, fled at the firſt ſhock as far aß 


Opeleim, twelve long leagues from the field 
of battle. 1 


Maupertuis, who hoped to make his fortune 
in a hurry, was in the ſuit of the Monarch 
this campaign, imagining that the King would 


| But this was not 
the royal cuſtom, Maupertuis bought ay aſs 


for two ducats, on the day of battle, and fled 
with all his might after his Majeſty, on afs-back. 


This ſteed, however, was preſently diſtance?, 
and Maupertuis was taken and ſt 


tripped by the 
Auſtrian huſſars. * 


Frederic paſſed the night on a trucklecbed, 
e 8 


0 


#4 
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in a village alchouſe near Ratibor, on the con- 


fines bf Poland, whence he was preparing to 
entet the northern part of his own dominions, 
when one of bis horſemen arrived trom the 


camp at Molwitz, and ipformed bim he wy, 
gn pb vittery.” Thi news was confirme 

irter of an hour ditef by an Aid. de: Pamp, 
x: Was true enou 


Ir the Proffian Falllrz was bad, the infan 5 


try was the beſt in Europe; it had been under 
the diſeipfine of the old Prince of Anhalt lor 


thirty years. Marſhal' Schwerin, who cm- 


manded, was 4 pupil of Charles the welfth. 


He turned the fate of the day as foon as the "A 
wag was fed. The next day his Majeſty came 


back to his'army, and the conquering ok 


was very near being diſgraced. 


F returned to philoſophize in my retreat at 
Cirey, and paſſed the winter at Paris, where 
I had a multitude” of enemies; for, having | 
long before written the Hiſtory of Charles XII. 
preſented ſeveral ſucceſsful pieces to the thea- 


tre, and compoſed an epic poem, 1 had, of 


on all” thoſe Who write cither in verſe. 
ofe” ay perſecttors; and as 1 had the 
audacity tf write likewiſe on /philoſophic 
ſuhzects, Jof necemty, according to ancient | 
uſage, ' Was treated as an atheiſt | by all thoſe | 
wie arc called devotees. N 
Las the firſt” who dared develop to my 
coyfit? men, in an 1 ſtyle, the dif 


A the'gr ewton. 'he e 
eo Ibis e W, 


ORA 


ü n or vor TA. ˙ 


prejudices, which had taken W of the pre. 
jadice of the Peripatetics, were at that time 
ſo rooted in the minds of the French, that the... * 
Chancellor d' Agueſſrau regarded any man 
whatcyer who ſhould adopt diſcoverics. made. 99 
in Eugland, as an enemy to reaſon and the 
ſtite. He never would grant a. privilege that 
I might have my Elements of the Newtonian 
Philoſophy printed, n 
I was likewiſe a vaſt admirer of Locke; Ci 17 
conſidered him as the ſole reaſonable Merk 15 
ſicigg. Above all, I praiſed that moderation 
ſo new, 'fo Pendent, and at the ſame time 10 * 
daring, where he ſays, we have not ſufficient. 
knowledge to determine or affirm, by the 
it light of reaſon, that God could not grant the 
Lf gifts of thought and ſeniation to 2 being 
3 which we call Material. 5) 
he obſtinate malignity and intreniGicy? of 7 
WC with which, they ſct upon me on 
this article, cannot be conceived, The. i 
ciples of Locke had never occaſioned. apy diſ. 


* 
— 


. putes in France before, becauſe the D +" Wk 
read St. Thomas Aquinas and Quenel, and we 
reſt of the world read Romances, As ſoon as 
q s BY bad praiſed this Author, they began to E111 
1. out. zägainſt both him and me. The poor. crea); 
©, I tures, who were hotteſt in this diſpute, cert. 
770% tain] knew, very little, of either matter or bob. 
57 reg The fact is, we none of us; know, what... 
W or how we are, except that we are convince 
mn ve have motion, like, ſenſation, and thoughs” 

P 2 | 
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bat without having the leaſt conception of how. 
We came by them. The very elements of 
watter are as much hidden from us as the reſt. 
We a are blind creatures, that walk on, groping 
and reaſoning. in the dark; and Locke was 
exceedingly right when he aſſerted; it was 
not for us to detet mine what the Ag 
could or conld vot'do. 

"All this, added to the fuccefs of my theatri- 
cal pr oductions, drew a whole library of Pam 
Phlets down upon me, in which they proved that 
'T was a bad Pott, An” Atheiſt, and the ſonfof a 
Fedſant. ton, > UE ASSIC 
' K bitbry of my" life was printed, in Which 

tals genealogy, was inſerted. An zaduftticue 


ing; 54 


f 


thät Lind" which Tal been crammed into he 
bels they had Publiſhed a gainſt me. They 
nad [imputed adventures to me with perſtde 


RE I neve 1 knew, and with others that ever ex- 
ite. 


Lbave found while writing this; a let- 
ter from Marſhal de Richelieu, which infor m- 
ed me of an inipudent Lantpo6n, in & Hehlit 

"was proved his wife had given meat chegant 


coach, With ſomething elle, at a time to en 
"ke had no wife,” "+ F424 Tis 3177) TION tw SE 


At Hirt 1 took ſome pleaſure in melzrg a 
Kollekrlon of theſe calumbies, but they milfti- 
fied. to foch a degree I was oblized tbleave 
er, Such were the fruits I gathered fem wy 
labours: I, however," eaſily conſoled myfelt; 
ſometimes in my retreat atCirey, aud at others 


3 mixing with the e Mi 41 Ser 
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While: the refuſe r literature were thus 
On war upon me, France was doing the @ 
ame upon the Queen of Hungary; and it mult 
be owned, this wat was equally unjuſt ; far 
after having folemaly ſtipalated, guaranteed, 

and ſworn to the Pragmatic Sanction of the 
Emperor Charles VI, and the ſucceſſion of 
Muria-Therefato the inherirance of her father, 
and after having received Lorraine as the pur- 
' chaſe. of theſe” prochiſes, it does not appear 
very confiſtent, with the rights of nations to 
break an engagement ſo ſacred, The Cardinal 
de Fleury was perſuaded out af his pacific 
meaſures; he could not ſay, like the King of 
Pruſſd, ir was the vivacity of hisremper which 
occaliimed him to take arms. This fortu nate 
;Pretate reigned. when he wa eighty ix years 
age, bat held, the reins .of Government 
with a very feeble hand. 
: | Frang&was; in alliance with the King f 
Pruſſia When he ſeizgd upon Sileſia. Two ar- 
mies were ſent into Germany at a timg when 


- Maria-Thereſa, bad none. One of thele armies 
. had penetrated to within five leagues of Vien- 

na, without meeting a ſingle opponent. Bo- 
a hemia waz given to. the Elector of Bavaria, 
5 wha, was: elected Emperor alfog, after having 
c been cxeated Lieutenant-General of the armies 
y of the King ot Franeg They ſoon, howeyer, 
* _ committed//all the faults neceffary to loſe the 
18 . advantages they had inc d. 


The King of rh 5 5 the Bean 25 bay- 


ing matured his courage, and gained ſeveral 

1% victories, concluded a peace with the Auſtsi- 
*2ans.', Maria, to her infinite regret, gave lim 

up the county of Glatz with Sileſia. Having, 
| without ceremony, broke oi his alliance with 

France on theſe conditions, in the month of 
i June, 1742 be writ me word he had put bim- 
>felf under a proper regimen, and ſhould. ad- 

| : yide the other invalids to do theglike. , og, 


| | 
[ | * . - a 
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This Prince was then at the height of bis 
„power, having one hundred and thirty thou- 
Hand mon under his command aceuſtomed-to 
tuictony, and the cavalry of Which he himſelt 
uad furme d. Hel drew twice as much from 
Sileſia asl it produced to tho Houſe: of Auſtr ia, 
ſaw himſelf firmly ſeated in his new conqueſt, 
and was happy, while all the other contending 
powers were ſuffering the miſerieg of depye- 
dation. Princes in theſe times rule 
ſelyes by war---he enriched himſe 
le now turned his attention ta 
lichment of the city of Berlin, whe 
one ofthe fineſt opera- houſgs i in Euro 
whither he inyited artiſts of all denontina4ions. 
He wiſhed th acquire gloxy of every kind, and 
to acquire it in the cheapeſt manner poflible. 
His father had reſided at Potzdatn. in a vile 
ald bouſe ; He turned it; into a palace.” Potz- 
dam became 4 Beech town ; Berlin grew 
daily more extenſive; the Pruſſian began 
to taſte the ker life, which the fate 
King had entirely "I ne 4 


61 
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had furniture in their houſes, and moſt even 
wore ſhiets, for in the former reign ſuch things 
were little known. They then wore fleeves 
and fore · bodies only, tied on with pack thread, 
and the i Monarch has been 6 nt 
cated; a641bfo1 lan: ge 
The beene changed as it were ws A f 
'Lacedaemon become Athens; deſerts were 
peopled; und one hundred and three villages 
* were formed from marſhes cleared and drain- 


ed. Nor did he negle@ to make verſes, and 


- write mufic: I therefore was not ſo exceed - 


ingly wrong in calling him, The Solomon of 


the North. I gave him this nick name in my 
de 7 os e e to dane mas, 


5 27 T5 - * 1. 1 Fx N "y 


. nee Ti; F ; 1 

14 

N 49 ©. fit) 4 ; "of 

Is | 19170 197 Ap 1 

2 TIT 
1 . 1 g 

' Sack | * if ; 4 9 1 
11 4 1 * 
rern : j L þ 4 1 
4 : 4 p 
1 18 © | > ' c . - 4% + % * * — 3 * 4 
28 £4411 2 * YT 10 10 10 I (3D 3h K 98 9 14 * 

. c 
J | ef i $1 7 11 4 9 Ts - & : « % « — „ - - b 
„mamog nns isdn DONT et 1H3D36 OS 


1 | 7 Nn b 
Ng 4 } : F FF” * : 4 * * 4 * % #. £6 » : 
Hu B ai Cf . Qt 1s dÞ>biiss back J ei 


- WY .,E 4% * 7 7 . * 1 = * : a 
$103 als, & oi i bag 47 : 516ott Bio 
TY _ 77 18 2 4 : . -* p : MY? 
# *.% 14 IL N "94 / : d 4 LY 9 111,390 tash 
4 ba FT + + os 14 4 4 „ | m 0 - 4 
3 1711 $42 k xa » HU IX S1lodn * 
9 * = * - 1 
2141280 e ad - | 4 * 3 * 25 
218 "227 »:4, or * 2 $42 Nel 2 51 31) &1 
219 j 2 P 
- 4 „ * a 
JoSq ira 51 950 zus bat 301 
1 * 


—— 27 


bY 


£5 


— = — K * = Gi... 

— — —— ens — - — 
— — — 

— - : 


— — 


— 
. _ - 
— — WE ET ee ery re EI eee IRR __—_— 
1 


$173 AMIATACY 30, ein 


7 0 oa 77, 1 GX Uke Ne 1 IP! 9 191 
q 17 | Q E gf 
Dar 
4 hh HR my * 
Gs 5 5 +; N 1 " 
4 LOO \ WRITTEN BY HIMSELF, A 
'5 2 2H 94 7.0 2 21 
"#V: 1 "ran THE SECOND. 

Win 3 311 LY 5 It 

tos by | 5 mw * 1 
Pi by 


C7 AR DI N A L 80 1. 55 died "It twenty- 
math of February, 1743, at the age of ninety, 
Never did man come to be Prime-Miniſter la- 


ter in life, and never did Prime-Mitlifter keep 


his place ſo long. He be gan his career of good 
fortune!at the age of ſeventy-three,' by being 
King vf France and ſo be continded, indiſpu- 
tably, te the day of his death, always affecting 
the greateſt modeſty, never amaſling riches, 
und without pomp, forming himſelf only to 
ireigh, He leit the reputation of an artful and 
amiable perſon, rather than that of a man of 
Penius, and was (aid to have Kbown the in- 


| trigoes of a court, vente. than the affairs 'of 


Europe - mon 42 ON 5 £2) 
have often ſeen hit at we pole f Madatn | 
Ale Villeroi, when he Was ohly the ancient 
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which de was always called Bishop by divine 
indignation, as may be ſeen in ſome of his let · 
ters! Madame de Villeroi was an exccedingly 
ugly woman, whom he repudiated as ſoon as 
ever it was convenient. The Marſhal de Vil- 
leroi, her huſbaud, who knew not the Biſtop 
had long been the lover of his lady, prevailed 
on Lois XIV. to name him Preeptor to Lovis 
XV. From Preceptor he became Prime-Mi- 
niſter, aud Was not backward in contributing 
to the exile of his bene factor. Ingratitude ex- 
cepted, he was a tolerably.good man; but, ag 
he had no talents himfelf, he took care to drive 
away all thoſe who HO, be they of what Kind 
they would. ** FTA” 

Several of the Academicians r 
1 ſhould ſupply his place in the French Acade- 
my. It was aſked at the King's ſupper, * 
thould pronounce the Cardinal's funeral fi- 
on at the Academy? His Majelly replied, ijt 
Thanld'be me; the Datcheſs of Chatsauroux, 
bis Miſtreſs would have it ſo; but the Count 


de Maurepas,. Secretary of State, would not. 


He was bit, with a fooliſh rage of quarrelling 
with all the Miſtreſſes of his Maſter, and Saved | 


the effects of his diſeaſe. 


An old idiot, who was Meteptor to the 
Dauphin, formerly a Theatine Monk, and af. 
terwards bimop of Mirepoix, nate Roger, 
undertook,” for conſcience- ſake, to ſecond the 


caprice of N. de Maurcya:, This Boyer heyiog 


0 * | 
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the diſnaſal of the church livings, the King left 
allitheſ affairs of the Clergy to his mapage- 


went. This, in bis, opinion, Fame under the 
head nf g leſia ſtical matters z and berremon- 


1 that it would; be an offence. againſt; 
God, e eee me, ſuc⸗ 
ceed,a Cardi Hol ode Sinn 0 85 1 4 
knew that M. de Maurepas inſtigated him 
$0. ct thus; I therefore went to this Miniſter, 
and told him, that though the hongur uf being 
anAcademician vas not a very important dig. 
nit y, yet, after having been appointed, it was 


2 a iſagrecable thing to be excluded. Lou are 
| pon ill terms/with the Dutcheſs de Chateaur- 


un, wüh whom his Majeſty. is in love, and 


ke wiſe with the Duke de Richelieu, by whom 
he is governed; but pray, my Lord, what con- 
ion i there between theſe diſputes of your's, 
- and a poor {eat in the French Academy? 1 
rau ta tall me ſincerely, in cafe Ma- 
dame e can vangviſh the Biſhop 


de Mirgppix.in, chis conteſt, will you, remain 

deuter! elle ſeemed ig collect himſelf for a 

moment, and then replied,“ No; I Hall exuſh 
2 2 


, 1 
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7 * Sit nee ei ia og 
{ The Friel at length conguered the Miſtreſi, 
and I loſt my ſeat in the Academy, which! did 
vet give me much vezation; but, Jong tone 
cohled this adventure ; it depids ſe vruly the 
little arts of thoſe whom, we galh the Great; 
and ſhe ws how really triffes ars oſten conſiders 


_ £diby them as very important matters. 4s"; 
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/: Public! airs however; went on #0/better 
ſince the death of the Cardinal, than they had, 
dene dur ing the two laſt years of bis life. The 
Houſe of Auſtria roſe from its #lhev into ne 
He; Frauet was preſſed hard by her and 
Euglaud; and we had no refource left but 
the King of Pruſſia, who had led us into this 
wat, and Who abandoned us in our neceſſity, 
They edhecived the deſigu of ſendlag fecretly 
to ſound the intentions of this Monarch, and 
try if he was not in a humour to prevent the 
ſtorm, which, ! ſoon or fate, mult gather at 
Vienna) and fall upon him, after having” vifits 
ed us; to Tee therefore if he world not led 
us a hundred thouſand” men ow this: detaſton; 
and thus fix himſelf more e — the Sileſiaa i 
conqueſt: mad em sig Hr! 2 wog At of {pI * 
The Duke de Richelieu, and _ Daches J 
de Chateaurour firſt ima gined tis ſcheme, the 
King adopted it, and M. Amelot; Miniſten fer 
Foreign Affairs, but in 4 very fübaltern ſitua - 
ut jon, was {ingly charged to haſten my depart 
ture! A pretext was wanted, and I ſeized 
that of my diſpute with the old Biſhop of Mi. 
repoix, which met with his Majeſty's approba- 
tion. I weit to the King of Profile,” that I 
could no longer endure the perftcutiom of this 
Theatine Monk; and that I muſt rake vefigs 
with a King, nd as 5 philoſopher;' to ENA ße 
the ſnare of a Biſhop, Who was a bigdte This 
Prelate always Given bine Vane, inſtéad of 
F FT the anrie ie] Bihop of Mikepeis; 


F 
| 
| 
| 


| "I 


and:þis; writing being very bad, we uſed conti 
nually to read and call him the aſs — 
It vvas a ſubject of pleaſantry, and never was 
negociation more n ie eil ber e 
The King of Pruſſia, who — — . 
palſied hand, when the blow! was intended for 
the check off a Monk, or a Prelate become 
courtier, replied, with a deluge of ſarcalms up- 
on the aſs. oft Mirepoix, and ane me to 
come. nnn $33 4456 «3.004 GH, enen Ee 
- 4Þ — care, that * letters and 
theſe anſwers ſhould be read. It ſoon came 
tothe Biſhop's cars, and he went to complain 
to his Majeſty, that he was nabe, at for a 
fool 10% foreign CURED $4194 e bbs 
he King's anſwer was, it was a — 
1 ee es, and he mult tet it N e 
, ie. * 145 UL. L445 443 a £44.33) $ Fo BB! {; 
3 Whisanſwer- has ent little of: the, 1 
e ouis XV. in it; and, as coming-from him, 
alpen appeared to me extraordinary. Thus 
L had at once, the pleaſure of revenging my- 
ſell upon a Biſhop, who had excluded me from 
the Academy, of taking a very agretable jour- 
neg" and of baeing an opportunity to exert 
mylelf in the ſervice of the King and State. 
Eves the Count de Maurepas entered into this 
oje@t with warmth, becauſe at that time he 
=. caverned M. Amelot, and conſidered himſelf, 
in fact, as the miniſter for foreign affairs. 
The moſt ſingular part of this buſineſs was, 
that ve vrre obliged to let Madame du Ch. 


* 
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telet into the ſecret. There was not, in ar 
opluion, aby thing in the world ſo unmanly, ſo 
abominable, as for a man to leave a woman 
to go and live with a King; and ſlie would 
have made a moſt dreadful tumult, had they 
nut agreed, that to appeuſe her, ſhe ſhould 
be informed of the reaſon, and that the letters 
Rue: all paſs thrpugh her hands. 
Whatever money I wanted for my qourney, 
was given, upon my mere receipt, by M. de 
Monmartle, Which power LI took caxe not to 
abuſe. U ü ſtayed ſome time in Holland, while 
the King of Pruſſia was galluping, from one 
end of his territorics to the other, to be pre- 
ſent at reviews, and my ſtay at the Hague was 
not uſeleſs. + Jihad apartments in the Palace 


de la Vieille Cour, which belonged at that time a 


to the King of Pruſſia, in participation with 
the Houle of Orange. His envoy, the young © 
Count de Padvitz, loved, and was beloved, 
the lady of one of the principal perſons among 
their High Mightineſſes ; and he obtained from 
her, copies of all their ſecret reſolutions, which 
at that time, were very prejudicial to the in- 
tereſts of France. Theſe copies I ſent to our 
court, and my ſervice was found r accepts: 
ables On 9 DE A411. < 14 I D [Sx % 
When 1 e his Majeſty would 
lodgerme in the Pulace, as he had dune un m; 
for ner viſits- He led, at Potadam, the liſe 
he had always led ſince his ad vancement tone 
throne : the manner of it deſa ves adcfcriptigne 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
I i 
{| 


Wy 


| 


* 


. 


* 


wy 


* 


le röſe ut five informer, and ſix in win- 
ter. H you wiſh te know the royal ceremoe- 


to light his fire, dreſs, and ma ve him, thougk 


* 4 
' heel 


ſtead without facking, but crofs corded, and a 
# "Might mattrefs, the whole concealed by a ſcreen. 


\ x 
& ; 


men among the Romans, and Apoſtics of the 


Py 


nies, whar they were on great, and what on 


eommon occaions, the functions of his high 
 Almoner, his great Chamberlain, the firſt 


Gente man of his Bed- chamber, and his Gen- 
temen uſhers; Tanſwer;'s fingle lacquey came 


he partly dreſſed himfelf alone. His chamber 
Was rather beautiful; a rich baluſtrade of ſil. 


ver, ornamented with little loves, of exceed 


ingly good feulpture, ſeemed to form the al. 


coe of the ſtatelbed, the curtains of Which 


were ſeen; but behind theſe eurtains, inſtead 
bf a bed there was a Mbrary; and as to the 
royal bed, it was compoſed of a ſtump bed- 


Marcus Nurelius and Julian, the two greateſt 


Stoles lay not on a harder coujq abt. 
As ſoon as his Majeſty was dreffed and boot - 
ed, Stofeiſm, for a few moments, gave place 
to Epicuriſm. Two or three of his favourites 
entered: theſe were either Uieutenants, En- 
fine, Pages, Heiduques, or young” Cadets. 
Coffee was brought in, and be tô whoin the 


Handkerchief Was thrown, remained ten mi. 
un irt es tete | tte kh his Majeſty. Things 


were not carried to the laſt extremity, becauſe, 
white Prinee, in his father's Hfe time, he had 
been very illy treated for, and efcQvally cu- 


"on 


red of love, in bis amours de paſſade?. . Hoe 
could not play principal, and was obliged te 
content himſelf with the ſcconßc. 
Theſe ſchool : bay ſports being over, the fins 
affairs next were conſidered, and his firſt Mi- 
niſter game with a, large bundle of papers un- 
der his arm. This firſt Miniſter was a clerk, 
who, Jodged;up; two-pair-of-ſtairs in the houſe 
of Feideſdorff, and was the ſoldier, now valet 
de chambre and favourite, who had formerly 
ſerbed the King at Cuſtrin. The Secretaries 
af State ſent all the diſpatches to the King's 
Clark, wha; braught extracts to his Majeſty, 
and the King writ his anſwer in the margin in 
two words. The whole affairs of the Kiugdom 
were expeclited in an hour, and ſeldom did the 
Secretaries of State, or the Miniſters in office, 
come into his preſence; nay, there were ſome! 
to whom cven he had never. ſpoken. The: 
King, bis father, had put the , finances. under 
ſuch exact regulations, all Mas executed in ſuch 
a military manner, and obedience was ſo blind, 
that four hundred leagues were governed with 
as much caſe as a manor. 14164 51 
„About eleven O'clock, the King, . booted, 
reviewed in his garden his regiment of guards; 
and at the fame hour all the Colonels, did the 
like throughout. the provinces, in the interval 
af parade and dinner-time. The Princes, his, 
hrothers, the, Seer en ar 998 


rat eee and e lt Wh 60 
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of his Chamberlains, eat at his table, which 
was! as well furniſhed - as could be expected in 
a country Where they bad neither game, tole- 
rable burcher's meat, nor poultry, and e. 
ther got all their wheat from Magdebaurg. 
When dinner was over, he retired to his 
egbitet, and writ verſcs till nee or fix o clock 
2 young man of the name of Darget, mer 
+3 Sserctary to M. de Valory, the French En- 
oy, then came and read to him. At ſe ven he 
had a little concert, at which he played the 
flute, and ; as well as the beſt per for nic rs. His 
own compoſitions were often among the pieces 
7 Played, tor there was no art he did not culti- ; 
vate i, and had he lived among the Giceks, he 
* would not, like Epaminondas, have had the 
7 mortification to confers. he dad 1 Hot underſtand 
EY . ſic, 4. 
5 bel balls the hi 3 
35 5 of which was a picture, the de- 
hgn of which he himſelf gave to Pene, his paint- 
er and one of our beſt colouriſts,, The ſubje c 
V as. totally Priapian. Turtles billing, young 
men in the embraces of young women, nymphs 
Veneath' ſatyrs; cupids at laſciyious ſports, peo. 
ple fainting with deſire at beholding them, 
and rams and goats at ſimilar paſtimes. The 
ſupper Was frequently. ſeaſoned with the fame 
ind, of phiſoſophy; and any perſon who had 
Ty ard the diſcourfe, and looked at this, picture, 


| would hazs ſuppoſed they had c 1 the! _ 
yea TW | of, 6 1364 85 
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Never was there | a place i in the rl wire 
ap of Tpeech” was ſo. fully. indulged,,. 
where the Various Tuperltitions, of men, ma 
treated with' 10 great. a degree of plcaſantry, 
andtontempt. God was reſp<Acd, but thoſe 
who in his name had impoſed vpon creduliny, 
were not ſpared,. Neither women nor prieſts 
ever entered the palace; and, in a word, Fre- 
deric Tived without e without rene 
ch, and without a court. 10 wetter 

Some of the provincial Judges were e about 
to burn a poor devil of a Peaſant, acculed ef 
an intrigue of a ſhocking Nature. No perten, 
however, is executed, in the Pruſian domini - 
ons till Frederic: has conkir med the ſentence; 
2 moſt humane law, practiſcd likewiſe in Eng- 
land, and other countries. The King wrote 
at the bottom of the ſentence, that free liber- 
ty of opinion, nd of %% were Howes 
throughout his Territories. 

4 Miniſter, near Stettin, thought AN indul- | 
gence exceedingly ſcandalous, and. let tall ſome 
expreſlions in a ſermon, ppon Herod, which 
glanced at the King; he was therefore ſums 
moned to appear before the Conſiſtorʒ at Porte 
dan, though, in fact, there was no more a 
Confiſtory ar Court than there was a Mals, 

The poor man came. "The King put on a band 
and ſurplice- M. * Argens, Author, of the 
Jewish Lette rs, and one Baron de Polhitz, w who 
had changed his religion three or four times, 
dreſſed chemfelves up in the ſame manner. A 


folio volume of Baylc's Ditionary was placed 
upon the table by way of a Bible, and the cul. 


prit was introduced by two grenadiers, and 
et before theſe three Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


My brother, fait the King, I demand, in 


the name of the Moſt High God, who the He- 
od was, concerning! whom you preached? He 
who flew the children, replied the-fimple Prieſt. 
But was this Herod the firſt? faid the King; 
for you ought to know there have been fevera] 
Heros. The Prieſt was ſilent; be could not 
answer this queſtion; How! continued the 
King, have yon dared to preach about Herod, 
und are ignorant both of him and his family? 
Mou ae ynworthy'of the holy miniftry,; We 
Aball:iipardon'you for this time; but know we 
Mall enbeommonicate yon if ever you dare 

thereafter Kela . i one whom you 
do not know enn been elt 


1 They then e his es and per- 


don to bim, figned by three ridiculous names 
anxented on purpoſe. We ſhall go to morrow 
e Berlin, added the King, and we will de- 
mand forgiveneſs for you of our brotherhvod, 
Do not fail to come and find us out. Accord- 


ingly the Prieſt went, and enquired for theſe 


thred labowers in the goſpel vineyard all bver 
Berlin, where he was laugbed at; but the 
Ning, who had more humobr thaw Hberality, 


his journey. 
Frederic governed the e id 


WM 
- 


forgot to reimburſe him for tlie ene 7 ; 


wy T. 


* 
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High Steward, Great . and F irſt 
ler. mud zk 
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deſpotiſm as the ſtate. He pronounced the 
divorces: himmfelf When buſbaud: and wife want- 
ed to pair themſelves differently. A Miniſter 
one day ched che Old Teſtament on the tub. 
Ject of div orces, and the King told him, Moſes 
managed the jews juſt as he pleaſed as for 
me; muſk enen n to the wur of 
N abilities. 1 4 UMIED 215 108 20k 

This Chalarhy of. gobernment, theſe — 1 
* ſtill more ngular, this contract of Stoic- 
zm and Epicurianiſm, of feverity in militaty 
Aifchplinc,, and effem inacy in the interior: af 
the palace, ot Pages with whom he amuſtd 
higſelf in his cloſet, and of Souldiers who ran 
the guntlet fix and. ir; tunes, while tlie 


Monarch beheld them through his window, 


under which the: puniſhment was infiufted; af 
geaſoning on ethics, and of unbridled licenti- 
ouſneſs, formed, altogether, a heterogeneous 
picture, which, till then, few had known, and 
which has ſince ſpread through Europe. 
The greateſt economy of C vea k ind was 
obſerved. at Potzdam; the King's table, and - 
that of his ofſicers and domeſtics, were regu- 
lated at thirty-three ecrous (about four gui- 
neas) a day, excluſive of wine. Infteath of 
the Officers of the Crown taking charge of this 
expence, as at other courts, it rwas his valet 
de chambre Fridefdorffs Who was at once his 


Mhether it was from policy or economy, I 


. 
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Sndw.not; but he ue yer granted che 10 ldd. 
neſs to any of his former favourites, eſpeeially 
to thoſe ho had rüſked their lives. for im 
| When. he was Prince Royal. He did not even 
* peu che money he borrowedl at that time. Like 
as Louis XII. would not, revenge the afffionts 
10 the Duke d' Orleans, neither would'/the King 
„f Pruſſa RIDER: (th debts of the Prince 
Royal. Kine Fan $52 ph 
e aer eec, . ſulfered\whip- 
ping fur his fake by the bands of the common 
Hangman, was married at, Berlin to the Clerk 
of the Hackgey Coach office; for- they had 
æightden hachney coaches at Berling andther 
Tbyalibven- allowed hen a penſion of ſeventy 
erolns (eight pounds fifteen ſhillings) a year. 
She called herſelf Mademoiſelle Saumers, and 
Was a tall, meagre figure, very like one of the 
Sybils, v ichout the leaſt appearance of merit- 
kn % to he Publicly whipped for a Prince. 
When, however, he was at Berlin, he made 
eat ditplay of magnificence on publie days. 
- ' Was * ſuperb ſpectacle for the vain; that is 
tog ſay, for almoſt all mankind; to ſec him at 
ble, ſurrounded with twenty Princes of the 
e ve ſſels of gold the richeſt 
in Eurgpe, by two and thirty Pages, and as 


ed, and hearing diſhes of maſſy gold. The 
State Officers were alſo: employed: on these 


7 dinner they n Opera; * 


ogcgſions, though unknywn at any 2 


Many young Heidaques, all fplendidly cloatls 


* 


”_—_._ wa ws we 
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large Theatre, three buadred feet long, which 


Had been built witbout an Architect by one of 
hisChambertains, whoſe name was Knoberſtoff. 
The fineſt voices and beſt dancers were engag- 
ed in his ſervice. Barberini at that time dan- 
ced at his Theatre, the ſame Who has Hnbet 
been martied to the ſon of his Chancellor. 
Tue King had her carried off by his foldiers 
from Venice; and brought even through Vienna» 


as far as Berlin. 


He was a little in love with 


her, beeauſe ſhe had legs like a man; but the 
thing wot of all incomprehenſible, was, that 
he Save her à falary of thirty two thoufand 
Hvrcs (tbove thirteen huntlreck pounds.) His 
Italian Poct, who was obliged to piirthe operas? 
into verſe, ot which the King himfelf gave the 
plan, hade little more than a thirtieth Fre of: 
this twins but it ought? to be remembered, be 
was very ugly, and! could not dice. fü u 
word; Barberini touched fiir her "hare more 
than ; Ow three We uy —— of State toges-: 


ther. r 


As for th nt Poet, he one day took 


F 
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OT 
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care to pay himſelf with his own hands, fof 
ſtriptb off the gold from the orbaments in an 
old chapel of the firſt King of Pruffa's; on 

eh occaſion Frederic remarked, that as he 
ne ver went to the chapel,” he had loft nothing. 
Beſides, he had Htely written adi ffertation 
in favour of thieves, which aft. and wi ih the 


® colleaions of nie acrifemy'; " 


and he did gat 


think proper” this, time to contradict! his writ! 


Ins by bis ations. 
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of Franche: Comts; confined in the! riſon of 0 
the: late King, fbr kliat reaſon, had imeigſed 
inte Pruſſia. They promiſed him the placc of 

Chamberlain, aud gave him thät of foot fol“ 
diert This poor mam ſoon after deſerted with * 


one of his comrades, but was taken and brought 


before the late King! He had the fimplicit7 
to tell him, be vrepented of nothing but that 
he kad not ſtabbet ſuch a tyrant; and for this 
anſwer he had his noſe and eats tit off, ral 
the gauntlet fi and thirty times, and was al- 
terwards ſent to heel the barrawat Spandau. 


He cuntit ued this employment to the very tine 


that M. de Valor y, our Envoy; preſſed me to 
beg remiſſion for him of the moſt cle ment ſon 
of the moſt iron-hearted Frederic, William. 
His Majeſty had been pleaſed to ſay, it was 
to oblige me that he had got up an Opera, full 
of poetical beauties, and written by the cele- 
braved Meteſtaſio, called La Clemenxa di Tito. 


MEKiog, with the afiſtance of his compoſer, 


hach ſet it to muſic himfelf. I took this op- 

portant) to recommend the poor old French. 
man, without noſe aud ears, to Int bounty," 
which I did in the following admoßitöry verſes“ 
Wust V eat it be when Might) Frederze rejons. 
That wretchetg groan? Oh Genids uhiver fal, 
Soul firm, yet feeling; deign ta end the culprit-s 
Torments; ceaſe not your generous cares for Miſery: ,. 


Lo! at your feet, where Pity, daughter of 


- 


. 
* 


* 


n 


EEE 


＋ 9 228 


ks ei n+ e > A ww © 


MEMOIRS, 08. YOLTAIRE» 359. 


Repentance, miſtreſs of great minds,kneels trembling; 
Aſtoniſh'd to find her tears ſhed in vain, 
On the hand that has driven Sorrow from the Earth. = 


Wherefore diſplayed with ſuch magnificence 


The triumphs of great Titus? lmitate. 


Him every Way, of vaunt of him no more. 210 


The requeſt was ſomething daring, but one 
may ſay what one will poctically, His Majeſty.” 
promiſed remiſfion, and ſome months /attes,;/ 
even had the bounty, to ſend the poor gentle - 
man in queſtion to the Hoſpital, at three pence 
a day, Which fayour he had refuſed tothe 
Queen, his mother; but ſhe, in A ann 
had aſked only in proſe. b 

In the midſt of all theſe feaſts, operas, and | 
ſuppers, my ſecret negosiation went forward; 
the King was willing I ſhould ſpeak on every. 
thing, and 1 frequently took accafion to in- 
termix queſtions concerning France and Au- 
ſtria with the Eneid and Roman Hiſtory. The 
converſation was ſometimes! animated; the 
King became warm, and would tell me, that 
while our Court was knocking; at every door 
to procure, peace, he ſhould not think it ad 


viſeable to go to war in our defence. - I ent 


my reflexions upon paper, lett half blank, 
from my apartment to his; and he anſwered. 


my daring remarks in the Margie. I have . * 


paper (till, in which I have ſaidj, 

Can it be doubted that the Houſe of Auſtria. 
will ſeize, the very firſt opportunity to rede- 
mand ratet to which he an werd in the mar- 
Sia [000] enen - 10 | 
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of neguciation ſiniſned by a 


1 in which, in ung of his moments of 10 
vacity, he made me againſt the, King-of Evp- 1 
Tand, his dear. Uncle. 4 Theſe. 4wo; Kings did 
nut. ove. WG avather,.. My Pruſſian, Monarch 
wu pl we, Geo arge was the Uncle. ot Fiedetic, 


ut. not of e Pcuſlla; 24 and he chdel 
te :L 
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Ji Ge yr ag a new treaty With. Franke, 
ag! advanced. into. Bohemia with a hundred 
ps men, while the Apſizians verein 
2 [cha en gr 

8 1 dT related m my adventure to any. nad Pa- 
n, with the, ſervice [bad done the ſtate, he 
4 got have made che caſt, doubt of my ha- 
_— 4 een promiſcd an excellent. place. will 
def you "what was, my recompenſe The Dutch- 
5 de Chateauroux, was vc xed the negociation BW ' 
had. nat been brought abgut entirely by her 
Means; the had. likewiſe an inclination to have 
** "Amelor tuc ned out ee 1 ü 
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which trifling defect [ſhe found offenſive, and 
ſhe farther hated him becauſe he was governed. 
by M. de Maurepas; he was accordingly diſ- 
milled eight days after, and I was included in 
his dilgrace. 4883 | 
It happened ſome time after this, that Louis 
XV. fell extremely ill at the City of Metz. This 
was the time for M. de Maurepas and his ca- 
bal to ruin the Dutcheſs de Chateauroux. The 
Biſhop of Soiſſons, Fitz - James, ſon of the baſt - 
ard of James II. who was thought a ſaint, 
would, in quality of Grand Almoner, convert 
the King; and declare he would neither grant 
him abfolution, nor ſuffer him to communicate, 
if he did not drive his Miſtreſs, with her Siſter 
the Dutcheſs of Laurigais, and their friends 
from court; and the two Siſters in conſequence 
departed, with the execrations of the people. 
of Metz. or 


This action of Louis XV. was the occaſion 


that the Pariſians, equally ſtupid with the good 


folks of Metz, gave him the ſurname of Bien» 
Aimé, Well beloved. A fellow named. Vade 
firſt invented this title, which all the Almanacs 
echoed. As ſoon as the Prince recovered, be: 
deltred only to be the well-beloved of his Mi- 
treſs, for whom he found his affection increaſe ; 


and ſhe was again going to undertake her Mis, 


niſtry, when ſhe died ſuddenly, in conſequence 
of the paſſions into which ſhe had been thrown 
by her diſmiſſion. She was preſently forgot. 
A Miſtreſs was now wanted, and the choice 
Vol. II. . — 
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fell pponithe Demoiſelle Poiſſon. She was the 
daughter of a kept woman and acountryman, 
ho lived. at La F ertéſous- Jouare, and who 
had amaſſed ſome) money by ſelling wheat,to 
the corn factors. This poor man at that time 
had abſconded, having been condemned for 
-malyerſation,' aner had married his daugh - 
ter tothe under Farmer general le Normand, 
Bord of Etiole, and Nephew of the Farmer- 
general le Normand, of Tourneham, who kept 
her mother, The daughter had been well 
ellucated, was prudent, famiable, very graceful, 
had great talents, a fine lerfnndings: gd 
good heart. þ 
©: (was) tolerably. intimate with, dings, 2a. As 
even the confidant of her amours. She con- 
felſed to me, ſhe had always had a ſecret fore- 
- thought that the King would fall in love with 
her, aud that ſhe had always ardently. wiſhed 
de might, without making her wiſhes too appa- 
rent. This idea which ſeems. ſo chimerical for 
a perſon in her ſtation, originated from her 
having been often taken to the royal hunt in 
dhe foreſt of Senar. Tourncham, her mother's 


door, had a coustry houſe near there, and uſed 


to take her ont to air in a neat. Calaſh. His 
Najeſty had obſerved ber, and had often. ſent 
Hor mother never ceaſed telling 
Ber he was handſomer than Madame de Cha. 
teaurour, and the good mam Tgurneham con- 
+ firmed it in raptures. It muſt be owned, the 
daughter f Madame * was a morſeſ for 
uod 5b 3 E 4 K ease hit 


N. * 
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Miſty: After ſhe was certain of her Royal 
Lover, ſhe toid me ſhe was firmly perſuaded 
of the doctrine of predeſtination, and ſhe had 
ſome cauſe ſo to be. I paſſed ſeveral months 
Wien her at Etlole, while the King (ng 9 
bene 0 Ff 1746. Aufruf Duda | 
-2Thence obtained rewards which has * 
been granted to my works or my ſervices. I 
was dee med worthy to be one of the forty uſe - 
leſs Members of the Academy, was appointed 
Hiſtoriographer of France, and created by the 
King one of the Gentlemen in Ordinary of his 
Chamber. From this I concluded it was better, 
in order to make the molt trifling fortune, to 
ſpeak four words to a e ne. than to 
BOS a hundred volumes. an 261 d 
As ſoon as ] had the eee fortu- © 
| date: man, the whole brotherhood of the Beaux - 
'Efprits.of Paris was let loofe upon me, witk all 
the inveterate animoſity whichmight-bepxpeR- 
ed from them,” 'againſt a perſon who obtained 
thoſe benefactious, which they nen only 
* to their own merits M 2M Ext. 
My connexion with Madame 40 Chitelet 
vas never interrupted; our friendſhip,” and our 
love of literature, were unalterable ; we lived 
together both in town and out of town, Cirky 
is ſituatec upon the borders of Lorraine, 
_ Hold King Stanillaus at that time kept is Hintle 
” agreeable tae at Luneville. Old- and fan- 
tio as he Was, he yet had a friendſhip wich a 
"bady who was neither. His aſfectiyns were di- 


vided between Madame la Marquiſe de Bout- 


* 
5 ä 
80 5 1 F.- pH {OMEN 


lers, and JUnit; K hoſe name was Menon 4 
a Prieſt, the möſt dar ing, the moſt intriguing 
are eter kde n.. 
"This man had drawn from King Staniflaus, 

"means of his Qucen, whom! he had govern- 


2 


, about a million of Hvres,-(hear forty:two | 


cobrand pounds) part of which were employ- 
ed in building a magnificent houſe for himſelt 
and ſome jefuits of Nancy. This houſe was 
endowed” with twentyrfour thoufand livres, 
or "a" thoufand pounds a year; half of whicli 


of 


fuppned nis table, and the other half was to 


give" away to whom he pleaſed. The King's 
mitrefs“ Was not by any means fo well treats 
©; the" ſearcely could get from his Poliſh 
M#Jefty wherewith' to boy her petticoats; and 

e the feſuir enpied what ſhie had, and das 
jolently jealous of her power. They werd at 
open War f, and the poor King bad enough to 


5 


2 


A Omit the word Miſtrefs, it is falſe, and, 1725 
Friend. The Marchioneſs de Boufflers was a moſt diſ- 

intereſted friend, and ſeldom uſed bet intereſt but ir 
the ſer vice of her friends; and the expreſſion, where- 

wich to buy her petticoats, is not at all applicable. 
 þ #;Madwne de Bauiflers never. was at, yarience Wich 
Father Menou, who, all-intrigning as he was, never 
thought of giving Staniflaus Madame du Charetet for 
£4] eſs. Arhat lady, and Mi ide Voltaire never 

werebat Luneville, except W hen invited by M. de 


1 fy oben ige found yery ami. 
41 5 e OY as to the King of Poland. 1. 


"Menon really propbfed the jcurney to Voltaire and 


Madame da Chätelet, it was when he was informed 
they were comiag, and to make a merit of it with 


the King. | _ 
The two laſt notes are by M. de St. Lambert, au- 
thor of a Poem on the Seaſons, | | 
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do, every: day when he came from maſs to#re- 
concile his miſtreſs and his confeſlor. Our 
Jeſuit at laſt having heard of Madame du Cha- 
telet, who was exceedingly well ſhaped, and 
ſtilltolerably haudſome, conceiyed the project 

af ſubſtituting her 10 Madame de Boufflers. 
usta niſla ys amuſed himſelf ſometimes in write 
ingllittle works, which were bad . 
and Menou imagined an. autboreſs; would {uc- 
ceed with him as à miſtreſs, better than any 
other. With this — his head; he came 
tu Cirey, cajoled Madame du Chatelet, and | 
told us how delighted King Staniflaus would | 
hein bur company. lle then etur ned to the | 
King, and informed bim how, ardently we de- | 
ſired to come and pay our court to his Maje- 
ſty. Staniſlaus aſked, Madame de Boufflers | 
to bring us; and we, went to pals the whole | 
year, 1749, at Luneville.,,; But the projects of | 
the holy Jeſuit did not ſucceed z the very, re- 
verſe took place; we were devoted to Madanie 
de Boufflers, and he had two "women to com- 
bat inſtead of one. eee 

The life led at the ane —* N was, 
tolerably agreeable; though there, as in other 
courts,” there were enn of intrigues and: 
artilice. $437 | 
— hs — e e 1 
of 'Tfoyes,” who was overwhelmed with debts, 
and whoſe reputation was loft; wiſhed to come 


and augment our intrigues and artilice. 
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Wen 1 ſay he had loſt his reputation, 1 
mean alſolthe reputation of his ſermons and 
funeral ovations. He obtained, through the 
intereſt df Ur H ladies; the place of Grund- 
Mmoner to the King, who was flattered:by 
having a Biſhop in his pay, andi at very ſmalt 
wage too. This Prelate did not come till 
11er he began his career by intriguing againſt 
Madame de Boufflers, his denefactreſs; and was 
dilmified. - His anger alighted en Lewis XV. 
the ſon· iu- law of Staniſlaus: being returned 
to Troyes, he would needs playa part in the 
ridiculous farce of the cohfe ſſtonal billets, ins 
vented by Beaumont, Areh biſhop bf Paris; 
he mad bead againſt the parliament, and 
braved the King.” This was not the way to 
pay his debts, but to get hiinſelf impriſoned. 
Lewis ſent him inte Alſatia, and had him ſhut 
up in a convent of fat German Friatrs. 
ut Imuſt return to What concerts myſelt; 
Madame du Chatelet died in the palace of 
Staniſluus, after two days illneſs; and wd 
were fob affected, that not one of us ever ves 
membe ned to ſenil for Prieſt, Jeſuit, or any 
of the Sbven Gacraments. It was we and not 
Madame du Chatelet, who felt the horrors. of 
neui Tho gobd King Staniſlaus ca me t6apy. 
ehadmberg and mixed his tears withomine 2 fe 
of tits” brethren wontd have done ſo much on 
wile occdfiont” He withed werro Ray at Lu- 
neville * but T could 8 
place „und returned * : v 10-4380 
8 & | 
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It was my deſtiny to tun from King to King, 
although I loved liberty even to idolatry. The 
King of Pruſſia, whom I had frequently given 
to underſtand I would never quit Madame du 
Chatelet for him, would abſolutely entrap me, 
now he was rid of his rival. He enjoyed at 
that time a peace, which he had purchaſed 
with victory; and his leiſure bourswerc always 
devoted to making verſes, or writing the hits 
tory of his country campaigns. He was well 
convinced, that in reality his verſe and proſe 
tub, were ſuperior to my verſe and proſe, as 
to their eſſence; though as to the form, he 
thonght there was a certaia ſomething, à turn, 
that I, in quality of A cademician, might givo 
to his writings; and there was no kind of flat- 
tery, no ſeduction, he Big not employ to en- 
gage me to come. A 03m itt zds Aika, 

Who might ald! a „ ene a Hero, a 

Poct, a Muſician, a Philoſopher, who: pretend- 
ed too to love me, and whom I thought J alſa 
loved. I fat out once more for Potadam, in 
the month of June, 1750. Aſtolphus did nat 
meet a kinder reception in the palace ef Aleina, 
To be lodged in the ſame apartments that Mar, 
ſhat Saxe had occupied 3 to have the roa 
cooks at my command, when I chofe tot dias 
alune; and the royal coachmen, When Lhad 
an inclination to ride; were trifling favgurs, 

Our ſuppers were very agrecable, Ih 
not if I am deceived, but I think we, had, a 


* of wit The ow was: Wkly and gave 
4 
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| ecaſion.j;to; wit in others; and what is ſtill 
more. extraordinary, I never found myſelf ſo 
much at caſe. I worked two hours a day with 
his, Majeſty, corrected his, works, and never ' 
failed, highly to praiſe whatever was worthy 
of, praiſe, although I rejected the droſs. 1 
gave him details of all that was neceſſary i in 
rhetorie and criticiſm, for his uſe; he profit - 
ed. by my advice, and his genius aſſiſted him 
more eſfectually than my leſſons 
I had no court, to make, no. viſits to pay, 
— a fulfil ; I led the life of liberty, and 
had no conception of any thing more happy 
than my then ſituation. My Frederic- Alcina, 
. who, {aw my. brain was already a little diſor- 
dered, redoubled the potions that I might be 
totally inebriated. The laſt ſeduction was a 
letter he wrote, and ſent from his apartments 
0. mine. A, Miſtreſs could not have written 
more tenderly; he laboured in his epiſtle te 
pate the fear which his rank and character 
bot inſpired, z it contained theſe emp 
word „ 
% How is it poſible I ſhould bring r 
nels on the man I eſteem, who has ſacrificed 
country, and all that humanity holds, dear, 
do me? I reſpect you as my Maſter, and Jove 
ou as my friend. What flavery, what mit. 
fortune, What change can be feared, in a place 
where. vou are eſteemed as much as in your 
own country, and with a friend Who has a 
grateful heart ?, Freſpected the 7 Bs that 
endeared you to Madame du Chilfelet, but af. 


IN oF voET AHA. 369 


tet her Lam dne of your oldeſt friends. I give 
— promiſe you ſhall be nappy here as 
„„ 
Here is n letter, ſueh as few of their Ma. 
Jeftie write: it was the finiſhing glaſs to com- 
plete my drunkenneſfs. His wordy proteſtations 
were KilP ſtronger than his Aren ones.” He 
was atcuſtomed to very ſingular demonſtrations 
of tendernefs to younger favourites than I, and 
forgetting for a moment I was not of their 
age, and had not a fine hand, he feized it and 
imprlinted a kiſs; I took his, returned his fa⸗- 
lute, and figned myfelf his fla ve... 
It was neeſſary I ſhould get men froh 
the King of France to belong 5 two Maſters”: 
the Ning of Pruſſia took char ge of every thing, 
aud wröte to aſk me of Lois. f never it 
gined they were ſhocked at Verſailles, that a 
Gentleman in Ordinary of the Chamber, one 
of the moſt ufeleſs Beings of a Couft, ' B&uta 
become a uſc leſs Chamberlain at Berli. * 
granted me full permifion; but were hight! 
piqued, and did not pardoa me. I great 
diſpleaſed the King of France without pleaſing 
the King of prüffia, * laughed at me in the 
Beten or iis Heure. 
Behbld me then with a'fitver Veb gilt with 
gold an uging at my button-HUle, a efUZrout 
my*ncek, and twenty thong” ets, or "eight 
hundred goineas u year. Maupertdts fell Bet 
and yet ! did not perceite the occafion. © 4 
Ab chat thre tert was a Phylictan at Yerl? rs, 
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one LA Metrie,' wlio was the moſt frank and 
declared Atheiſt of all the medical people of 

Europe. He was a gay, pleaſant; thouglitleſs 
fellow hö knew the theory of phyſic as well 
an the beſt of his brethren, but without cbn- 
tradiction the worſt practitioner upon earth, 
for which reaſon he had left the profeſſion. 


He ridiculed the whole faculty of Paris, auc 


had even written many perſonalities againſt 
individuals; which they could not pardon; and 
they obtained a decree agaiilt him, by which 
da reward was offered for his apprehenſion. 
La Metrie had, in confequence;fled' to Ber- 
lin, where he amuſed himſelf ſuſſiciently by 
Wie gaiety, and likewiſe by writing and print» 
ing all that can be imagined moſt impudent 
upon manners; his books pleaſed the K ing, 
who made him, ant ma We Wan bis 
Reader. Gos t t i 59981 
One day eee La Metric, — 
RY Fpoke' Whatever came uppermoſt, told his Ma- 
Jdieſty there were perſons exceeding]y jealous 
of my favour and fortune. «Be quiet awhile,” 
ſuid Frederic, „e ſqueeze the orange; and 
throw it away when we have ſwallowed the 
Juice. La Metrie, did net forget to repeat 
to mefthis ſine apophthegm, worthy. Diony- 
um af Syracuſe. From that time I determined 
to take all: pollible care of the orange - peels I 
nac about twelve thouſaud guineas to glace 
out at intereſt, but was determined it ſhunld 
not be in the territories of my;Aleinas IL fund 
an advantageous opportunity of lending them 
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upon the eſtates which the Duke of Wurtem 
berg poſſeſſed in France. 10 lied A by 2 58. 
The King, who opened all my letters, did 
not doubt of my intention to quit his court. 
The furori of rhyming; howe very ſtill poſſeſſing 
him, as it did Dionyſius, 1 was obliged conti- 
 bualiy:to pore, aud again reviſe his Hiſtory 
of Brande nbourg, and all the reſt of his works. 
La Metrie died from having eaten a paſty 
iſtufſed with truffles, after a very hearty dinner 
at the table of Lord Tyrconnel, Envoy from 


France. It was pretended he had been con- 


feſſed before his death. The King was exceed- 
angly:vexed at this, and took care to be en- 
attly informed concerning the truth of the 
aſſertion ; they aſſured him it was an attocieus 
calumny, for La Metrie had died as he lived, 
abjuring God aud Phyficians. His Majeſty was 
convinced, and immediately compoſed bis fu- 
-neral oration, which was read, in his name, 
at a public fitting! of the Academy, by Darget 


his Secretary. He ſettled ſive and twenty 


pounds a year likewiſe upon a girl of the toun, 
whom La Metrie had brought from Paris, 
where: he had left bis wife and children 
Mupertuis, who knew the anctdote of the 
nds took an opportunity to fpread u 
report, that I had ſaid, the place uf King's 
Atheiſt was vacant. This calumby did: not 
ſucceed; but he afterwards added I had aſb 
ſaid; the King's poetry was bad; and this ans 
e en 291101191 2 ni d 100 
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From this time forward, I found the Kin 
ſuppers were no longer ſo merry; I had few- 
er verſes to correct; and my ee ee Was 
en ee 5: 7 es 
Algaroti, Darget, and a Frenchman; nds 
name was Chaſol, one of the King's beſt 'Otfis/ 
cers, left him all at once. I was preparing 
to do the ſame, but I wiſhed, before I went? 
togenjoy the pleaſure of laughing at a book 
Maupertuis had juſt printed. It was the beſt 
of opportunities, for never had any thing ap- 


peared ſo ridiculous or abſurd. The good man 


ferloully propoſed to travel directly to the two. 


Poles; to diſſect che heads of giants, and dif- 
cover thi nature of the foul by the texture of 


the brain; to build a city, and make the in- 
habitants all ſpeak Latin; to fink a pit in the 
center of the earth; to cure the fick by plaiſ. 
tering them over with gum-reſin; and, final- 
IN +6 propheſy, by —— y ery _ 
fancy. T6 evyiStiers: lee . 
The King laughed, 1 ane every body 
laughed at ne book; but there was a ſcene 


acting at thut time of a far more ſerlous nature I 


conderuing I know not what mathematical 
nönſence that Maupertuis wanted to eſtabliſn 
as diſchveries. A more learned Mathe matici- 
an Kobnig, Eibrarian to the Prineeſs of Orange 
at the Hague, ſhewed him his miſtake, and 
tat Leibnitz, who had be fore time examined 
that old idea, had demonſtrated its falſity in 
ſoveral of his letters, copies of which he ſent 
Maupertuis. 
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Maupertuis, Preſident of the Academy a t 
Berlin, enraged that an aſſociate and a ſtran - 
ger ſhould prove his blunders, took care fir 
to perſuade the King, that Koenig, being ſet- 
tled in Holland, was of courſe his enemy; and 
nent, that he had ſaid many diſreſpectful things 
of his e vere 20 Pen to me Trice 
of Orange. f | 
This precaution taken; he Anne ſoils 
few poor penſioners of the Academy, his de- 
pendents, had Koënig condemned as a forger, 
and his name eraſed from the number of Aca- 
demicians. Here however he was anticipated, 1 
for Koenig had ſent back his ee ee 1 
micijan-D:gnity to Berlin. 6 
Alb the men of letters in Bens Ae as 1 
full of indignation at the manoeuvres of Mau- | 
pertuis as they were weary of his book, and if 
he obtained the contempt and hatred even ot | 
thoſe who did not underſtand the diſpute. They 1 | 
were obliged to content themſelyes at Berlin 
with a mere ſhrug of the ſhoulders; for; the Wi: 
King had taken a part in this unfortunate af- ö 
fair, no perſon durſt ſpeak. I was the only ö 
one who ſpoke out. Koenig. was my friend; l | | 
and 1 had at once the ſatisfaction to defend 1 
the liberty of the learned, the cauſe of a friend, lit. 
and of mortifying an enemy, who was as enn 188 
the enemy of moderation a8 Of me.. 1 173 
I had no intention to ſtay at Berlin; 1 * 
da- preferred liberty to every thing few: 
men of letters have a proper ſenſe of it; moſt 
| ? * 
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” of them are poor; poverty enervates, and 
oven philoſopheri at court, become as truly 
fla ves as the firſt Officer of the Crawn, I felt 
how diſpleaſing my free ſpirit muſt be to a King 
more abſalute than the Grand Turk. He was 
a pleaſant Monarch, in the receſſes of his pa- 
lacey we muſt confeſs : he protected Mauper- 
tuis, and laughed at him more than any one. 
He writ againſt him, and. ſent his manuſcript 


to my chamber by one Mar vitz, Aa Miniſter af. 


his ſecret pleaſures ; he turned to tidicule the 
Pit to the center of the earth, the method of 
cure with Plaiſter of gum- reſin, the voyage to 
the South Pole, the Latin city, and the cow- 
_  -ardiceiof the Academy, in having ſuffered the 
the tyranny exerciſed upon poor Konig. But 
his motto was, No clamour when I don't cry;“ 
and he had every thing burnt that had been 
written upon neee V his on 
work. Widgong 93 29 202 8 book 

I ſent him tek bid tier, bis Chandderlain's 
hoy, and his penſion ; he then did every thing 
in his power te make me ſtay, and I every 
thing in my power to depart. He again gave 
me his croſs and his key, and would have me 
to ſup with him; I therefore once more ſuppe d 
like Democles, after which I parted with a 
promiſe to return, but with a firm defign ne» 
verito ſee him Wire e 04 10d azaie 6 $4 
Thus there were four of us who had eſcaped 
in a ſhort time, Chaſol, Darget, Algaroti, 
and I; in fact, there was ne ſuch, thing as 
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borne from Kings, but Frederic was too free 
in the abuſe of his prerogative. All ſociety 
has its laws, except the fociety of the Lion 
and the Lamb. Frederic continually failed in 
the firſt of theſe la vs; Vhich is, to ſay nothing 
difobliging to any of the company. He often 
uſed to aſk his Chamberlain Polnitz, if he 
would not willingly change his religion a fourth 
time, and offered to pay a hundred crowns 
down for bis converſion. Good God, my 
dear Polnitz, he would ſay, I have forgot the 
name of tliat perſon at the Hague, whom you 
cheated by ſelling him baſe for pure filver; let 
me beg of you to aſſiſt my memory a little. 

He treated poor d' Argenes in much the fame 
way; and yet thefe two victims remained. 
Polnitz having waſted his fortune, was obliged 
to ſwallow ſerpents for bread, and had no other 
food; and d' Argens had no property in the 
world, but his Jewiſh: Letters, and his wife, 
called Cochois, a bad provincial actreſs, and 
ſo ugly ſhe could get no employment at any 
trade, though ſhe practiſed ſeveral. As for 
Maupertuis, who had been filly enough to 
place out his money at Berlin, and not thinks 
ing a hundred piſtoles better in a free coun- 
try than a thouſa nd in a deſpotie one, be had 
no choice but to wear the: fetters/ which hin- 
{elf had forgede 6 60 9tow 57973. zvwi#T 
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Lt AVEN'G my palace of Alcina, I went 
if motith with the Dutcheſs of Saxe- Go. 
, the beſt of Princeſſes, full of gentleneſs, 
e and equanimity, and who; Cod be 
thanked, did hot make verſes: After that 1 
 Tpent* 2 few days at the country: houſe of the 
Ty e of Heffe, bo was fill a remove 
ther from poetry than the Princeſs ot Gotha. 
Thus T* took breath, and "thence continued, 
4 ſhort journies, my rout to Franckfort, where 
very odd kind of deſtiny was in reſerve for 
30 10 ne n: mln 03 921171] enn 3484) 4 
00g ak Fr Anckfort, and ene Uf my nieces, 
the "widow of 4 Captain who hat befonged t6 
the Tegimetit of Champagne, 4 moſt A miable 
woman, with.excellent talente, and who, more- 


over," Wis Eltrenie 4 at Paris: as belonging to 
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to quit that city, and come to me on the Maine, 
where ſhe, found me a priſongr of war. 

This fie adventbre happened- thuss+ one 
Freitag, who had been baniſhed Dreſden, 
after having been put in chains and congemn- 
ed to the wheel-barrow, became afterwards 
au agent to the King of Pruſſia, who was glad 
to be ſerved by ſuch- like Miniſters, becauſe 
they aſked no wages but what they could fteal 
from travellers. 7 þ 

This Ambaſſador, and one Schmitt, a tradeſ- 
man, formerly condemned and puniſhed for 
coining, ſiguified to me, on the part of his 
Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, that I muſt nor 
depart from Franckforr, till I bad given hack 
the precious effects I had carried off from his 
Majeſty, “My very good Meſſicurs (faid 1) 
I haye brought nothing out of that country, 1 
can allure you, not even the leaſt regret; what, 
then, are theſe famous jewels of the crown of 
Brandenbourg, that you thus re-demand?”-«. 
« Dat it be, Montſeer (anſwered Freitag ouf 
$3 vurks ouf poeſy ouf de King mine maſter,” 

„% Oh! (anſwered I) with all my heart; be 
hall have his works in-verſc and proſe, though 
I bave more titles to them than one, for he 
made me a preſent of a fine copy, printed, at 
his own expence; but, unfortunately for me, 
this printed copy is at Leibe, with MY. She, 
effects. l 

iT reſtag, then propoſed that 1 mould ſtay *1 
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Franckfort till this treaſure arrived from Leip- 
ſie, and ſigned the following curious quittance: 
Montſcetr ſo ſoon as ſhau ! dey great pack 
come ouf Leipſic, mit de vurks ouf 2 be 
given mit me, you ſha wl go ouf vere you, do 
pleaſe. Given at Franckfort de vurſt of Jae! 
1753. Freitag, 20 pipes ouf de King mine 
maſt er. RV, üer An n 204 
Et the bottom ech l. signed, - Good, 
vor dey vurks oof pocſy ouf de King your ma- 
ſter: ne, 515 the eee ſa · 
tislied. 1 OP 3 53 34 ee is £1 
On the 3 of June the grant pack of 
1 came, and I faithfolly remitted the ſa- 
. ered depoſit, imagining I might then depart, 
without offence to any crowned head; but at 


the very inſtant when we were fetting off, I, 


my Secretary, my ſervants, and even my niece, 
were arteſted,; Four ſoldiers dragged us 
through the midſt of the dirtibefore M. Schmitt, 
who had I know not what right of Privy- 
2 He to the King of Pruſſia. This Franck 

fort trader thought himſelf at that moment a 
Pruaſſlan General; he commanded twelve of 
the town guards, with all the importance and 
grandeur an affair of ſuch conſequence requi- 
rad. My niece had a pafſport from the King 
oll Frauceg and; moreover phever! had correct- 
ed the King of Pruſſia's verſes. Women are: 
uſually a rel pected amidſt the horrors of war, 
but the Counſellor Schmitt, ande the Refident 
Freitag, endea voured to pay their court to 
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Frede rie by hauling one of the fair ſex through 
the mud. They nut us up in a kind of inn, 
at the door of which the twelve ſoldiers were 
puſted. Four others were placed in my cham» 
ber, four in the garret, where they had con- 
ducted my niece, and four in a till more 
wretched: garret, where my Secretary was laid 
upon ſtraw. My niece, it is true, was allowed 
a mull bed, but four foldiers, with fixed bay - 
onets, ſerved her — 0 curtains .and 
chamber-maids:- ballet, O301% S1YY. $65" 393 
In vain we wan we had been lovidhdies 
the court the Emperor had elected at Franck- 
fort that my Secretary was a Florentine, and 
a ſubject of his Imperial Majeſty; that I and 
my nie ce were ſubjects of the moſt Chriſtian 1 
Kings and that there (was/no: difference be- 9 
twenn us and the Margrave of Brandenbourg. 1 
They informed us, that the Mar grave had more | | 
| 


power at Franckfort than the Emperor. 
Twelve days were we held priſoners of — 
for Which we paid a hundred and forty crowns, 
or ſeventeen pounds ten ſhillings a day. The | | 
Merchant Schmitt had 1eized: on all my effects, | 
which-were:given- back one half ligbter: ont Ul! 
nted not with to pay dearer for: the pocſ of | 
the King of Pruſſia. 1 loſt about as muchas 
it haducoſt him to ſend for me and tu take 
leſſons, and werwere quits at par ting. 9 
To complete the adventure, one Venduren, WH 7 
aBoakſeller at the Hague, knave by profefliong M 
and bankrupt by habit, was then regired te 
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Frinckfort. This was Ae man 10 en Thad 
made a preſent thirteen years before of Fre- 
derie's manuſcript of the Anti- Muchiavel. One 
finds friends where one leaſt expects them. He 
pretenué d that his Majeſty owed him ſomoe 
twenty dueats, for which Was veſponfible : he 
reckoned the intereſt, and the iatereſt of the 
intereſt. The Sicur Frillard, a Burgolmaſter 
of Franckfort, in the then year of his veign, 
ſuld, he) as a Bur go-maſter, found the account 
exceedingly right; he likewiſe found the 
meuns to make me diſburſe thirty ducats, ſix 
andutwenty of which he took to himſelf, and 
gabe the u baue I the org Book- 
| ere 244 nk blaß N Ae pi 
 waſfheſe Oder een ud Mandaten fate 
belug all thus ſutisfactorily ended, Tembraced 
my hoſts, thanked them for theiv-kind recep. 
tion, had departed; cit 141 207 MI Wai T2484 
Some time after I went to drink the waters 
of Plombieres, aud with them dränk heartily 
ofithe waters of Lethe, from a thorough per- 
ſuuſiong that misfortunes of all kinds are good 
for nothing but to be forgotten. My nie ce, 
Madame” Dennis, Who was the conſolut ion f 
myalife, attached to me by her taſte for het. 
ters, and the tendereſt friendſhip) accum pa- 
nie me from Plombieres to Lyvns 2 Here I | 


| 
| 
4 
| 


was receive by the accla marions of the Whole tr 
city} wat tolerably ill too by the Cardinal de CC 
Teneinz Archbiſhop of Lyons, fo well known tl 
by hon manner in which he no b. d W 
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tune z that is, fn ing the famous Laws ar 
Laſs, Author of the ſyſtem that ruined France, 
a Catholic. His Council of Embrin finiſned 
the fortune his converſion of Law had begun. 
This ſyſtem made bim rich enough to purchaſe 
a Cardinal's hat. He was a Miniſter of State, 
and told me in confidence, he durſt not give 
mea public dianper becauſe the King of France 
was vexedꝗthat I had ,quitted him for the King 
of Pruſſia. To this I anſwered I never dined, 
and as to Kings or Cardinals, I was the man 
who perhaps of any in the world was ſooneſt 
determined how to act. uftntemot 5 var 
I had been adviſed to drink the watens 
Aix, in Savoy, and though this place wayyn- 
der the dominion of a King, JI proceeded; to 
take; the jaur ey. 1,nccellarily,patied through 
Geneva; where the famous Phyſician Tranchin 
was uſt eſtabliſhed, and  wha:deelared that 
the waters of Aix would kill, but that hewovuld;; 
cure! Me, and 1 followed his advice. NO Cas 
thohe is permitted to ſettle at Geneva, nor 
yet in, the Swiſs Proteſtant Cantons; and it 
was to me a ſubject of pleaſantry, to acquire 
doma ins in the only country upon earth where 
it a forbidden I : tou}d, have any by 157 
| LÞoughty: by! a very ſingular kiml of con- 


tract, f hich there Was na example in that 


country, a ſmalbeſtate of about fixty acres which 
they ſold me for about twice as much as it 
would: ha ve coſt me at Paris; but pleaſure! is 
never too dear. The houſe was pretty and 


| | * 
382 MEMOTRS' or VOLTATRE. 


commodious; änd the galpediohiiati;ey it 
aſtoniſhes without tiring: on one fide is the 
Lake of Geneva, and the city on. the other. 
The Rhone runs from the former in vaſt guſh- 
es, forming a canal at the bottom of my gar- 
den, whence is ſeen the Arve deſtending from 
the Savoy Mountains, and precipitating; itſelf 
iuto the Rhone, and farther ſtill another river. 
A hundred country-ſeats, a hundred delightful 
- gardens, ornament the borders of the lake: 
and rivers. The Alps at a vaſt diſtance riſe 
and terminate the horizon, and among the ir 
prodigious precipices, twenty leagues extent 
n mountain are beheld covered with eternal 
Mme nenne eee fs e 
Thad another good houſe-+wich a more ex 
tenſive view; at Lauſanne; but a ſeat near 
Geneva is much more agrecable. In theſe 
two habitations I enjoyed what Kings do not 
give, or rather what they take away, Liberty 
and Late. I likewiſe had what they ſometimes 
do give, and what I had not of them. Here 
* put my on precepts in practice. 
How happy did I live in this iron age! 
vibe convenience of liſę and good cheer 
were found in my two howlſes,. An affable 
and intelligent ſocfety, filled up the moments 
wich ſtudy and the care of my health left va- 
cant. My profperity was ſufficient to make 
my dear fellow-labourers in literature burſt 
with envy. I was not however born rich, and 
iti may be aſked by what art I could acquire 


en 
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wealth enoagh to live like a Farmer- general: 
to which I anſwer, and I would have others 'F 
make me their example, I had ſeen ſo many Ki 
men of letters poor and deſpiſed; that 1 had Nl 
long determined not to augment the number. | 
ro France, every man muſt be either the | ' F | 
hammer or the anvil, and I was born the lat - 
ter. A ſmall patrimony daily becomes leſs, 
becauſe the price of every thing gradually in- 
creaſes, and becauſe, nenen often: has 
both rent and crop. 50 | 

It is neceſſary to be atoenti ve to wery wy 
teration which Miniſtry, ever in want and 
eyer inconſtant, makes in the finances. There 
always are occaſional opportunities by which 
an individual may profit without obligation to 
any one, and nothing is ſo agreeable as to be 
one ſelf the founder of one's fortune, The firſt 
efforts are a little painful, the following are 

pleaſant; and he who is an economiſt in his 
vouth, will be ſurpriſed in old age at his own 
wealth, which is the time when fortune is moſt 
neceſſary, It was then I enjoyed fortune: it 
was then that, after 2 lived n Kings, 
I became a King myſelf. 

Aud now, ni b living in this 0 op- | 
po and the moſt rigid independence, the i 
King of Pruſſia thought proper to be appeaſed: 1 

in 1755 he ſent me an Opera he had made 11 
from my Tragedy of Merope, which was, with- || WY 
cout diſpute, the worſt thing he ever wrote. | Il. 
From that time he continued to write to me: 
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* inte Hikd eld @"correſpondence With his 
. the Mar gra veſs of Bareith, whoſe good- 
towards me was unalter able. 
Thus while I, in my retreat, enjoyed the 
moſt pleaſaut Hife imaginable, Thad the philo- 
FHpliic ſatisfaction of ſeeing, that the Kings of 
Europe taſted not of my tranquillity; - and of 
theyce . inferring, that the ſituation of an in- 
dividual is often prefrrable to that of the 
greateſt Kings, as will preſently be ſeen. 
In 1756, England made a piratical war up- 
on France for ſome acres of ſnow; at the 
fame time that the Empreſs'Queen of Hungary 
appeared very deſirous to recover her dear 
Juliſia, of which ſhe had been pillaged by his 
Majeſty of Pruſſia. For this purpoſe ſhe ne- 
*gociated with the Emprets of Ruſha and the 
King of Poland, that is, in quality of Elector 
-of Sakony, for nobody negociates with the 
Poles. On the other hand, the King of France 
wiſhed to revenge himſelf upon Hanover, for 
the milchief which the Elector of Hanover, the 
King of Bugland, did him at ſea, F rederic, 
Who at that time was in alliance with France, 
and who held our government in the moſt pro- 
found contempt; preferreck an alliance with 
Eugland ; he therefore united himſelf with the 
houſe of Hanover, imagining be could keep 


dhe French out of Germany with. the other. 
He was miſtaken in both theſe imaginings3 
but their was a third in which he was not miſ- 
taken; which was to irvade Saxony under 


the RufGans out of Pruſſia with one hand, and 


ae ak 


etext of fricadihip, and mak, war he 
Eaiprefs Queen of Hungary with the mone 
he ſhould rob the Saxons..of. Thie Marquis 
Brandeobourg, by this remarkable mapocuvre, 
ſingly changed the whole ye ni of Europe. 
"The, King of France, deſixous, of retaining him 
in his alliance, ſent tlie Duke de Nivernois, a 
man of wit, and who made very pretty verſes, 
into: Proflia. The embaſſage of a Duke, a 
Peer, and a Poet, ſee med likely to flatter the 
2 aud taſte of Frederic; but he laughed 
the King of France, and Kigned his treaty 
* England, the very day the Embaſſador 
arrived, He played off the Duke and the Peer 
very happily, and made, an epigram DOR 
the Poet. 
It happened at that time to be the privilege 
of poetry to govern Kingdoms. There was 
auother Poet at Paris alſo, a man of rank, 
very poor, but very amiable; in a word, the 
Abbe de. Bernis, üünce Cardinal. He; began 
by writing. verſes againſt me; he afterwayds 
was my friend, though 1 that * of. little ſer- 
vice to him; but he likewiſe became the fr -iend 
of Madame 4 Pompadour, and ſhe ſerved him 
effectually. He nad been ſent from Parnaſſus 
on an embaſſy | to Venice : and he was then ge- 
toroed to Paris, and in ent credit. 1 
The King of Protfiah ad glided a verſe in 
p3or "book. of poely, which that reitag | 
re-demanded ſo . at een 
the Abbe de Bern's. 
Vol. . 3 
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0 noc 
. "_ do bo hot believe, either, the book or the verſe 
ever, 7 the Abbé; but as God is juſt, 
5 bg, made bim an ioſtrument, to ayenge France 
1 8 rederic. . The Abbe concluded an offen- 
1 e ye tre eaty With. M. de Starem- 
Berg. . Auft rian. nba ſſador, in deſpigbt of 
onille, RY. Miniſter for... Foreign, affairs. 
dame de Pompadour preſided at ee 
ciation ; 3. and Rouille was, obliged. to ſign the 
treaty, in conjunction. with the Abbé 5 Ber- 
| SF. which was a precedent. without, Example. 
, ouille, it muſt be owned, Was. the moſt u 
Ib. Secretary . of State the King ever ha 
. and, moreover, the moſt ignorant the 25 K 
AE ever, 1 : He aſked one. a. if Wete- 
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: ee Poiſſon, the 6 of * TOY 
mand, and Marcbioneſs de Pompadour, Was 
in . firſt Miniſter of State, Certain out- 
rageous cg let flip agaiuſt ber, hy Frederic, 
"ho. neither ſpared, d women, nor, pogts,.. had 
"wounded, 35 Mar chione ſ to the heart, and 
Fontributed het, @ little; to, that, reyolution{ in 
1 rs, I ich, nt a moment. ne-upitcd;jthe 
TE h ape IG rians, after more than two 
T: red. zcars,of a hatred ſuppoſed to be im- 
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mortal. Tlie court of France, that pretended 
to cruſh Kuſtria, in 174 ſupported” her 4n 
1756 and in conclufion,” Franke, Sweden, 
Kula, Hungary, the half of Germany, aud 
the Fiſcal of the Empire, an declared againſt 
Tue ſingle Marquis of *Brandenbourdg.” This 
Piince, Whoſe'grandfather could ſcarcely main- 
tain twenty thouſand men, had an army of a 


twitidred thouſand © foot, aud forty” thouſand « 


» horſe} well provided,” well fefeed, and better 
undd but there were four dondres thou- 
Jellies in arms to oppoſe theſe, It hap- 
ened in that War, that each party ſeized upon 
lat Was dert at hand. Fi edefic tcox Sax 
2699; ; France teok the territories of Frederic, 
from the town of Guilders to Minden upon the 
Weſer, and for a 'while poſſeſſed all the Elec- 
torate df Hanover and Heſſe, the allics of Fre- 
deri; while” the Empreſs of Ruſlia took the 
hole of Pruſſia- Tue King of Pruſſa, beat- 
en at firſt by the Ruſſians, beat tlie Aüſtrians, 
and was after warlls beaten by them in Bohe- 
mia, the tighteenth of June, 1757, 
The Tofs of one battle ought” appatently t to 
have cruſhed this Monarch; 'prelſed on "all 
»fides by the Rufflans, Preuch and Auſtrians, 
"he bimſelf pave all for luſt.” Mar fh de Ki- 
"chelew had juſt concluded « treaty near Stidt, 
"with the Hanvvetians and Helflans, Whith 
"greatly reſembled that of the Caudfan "Fotks. 
Their army was no ſonger Allewed tö ehe, 
and the Marſhal was ready to enter Saxony 
R 2 


a ——— 


witha6x4y thouſand men = the Prince de Som 
biſe prepared to penetrate it on another fide 
with thirty choufund, and was to be ſeconde, 
by the armi of the circles of the.cmpire, hence 
they, were: to march to Berlin. The: Auſtrians 
had gained a ſecond Mctory⸗ and were alres eady 
in poſſeſſion. of 'Breflayi'; and" one of their Ger 
nerals.had.;even. puſhed to Berlin, and LTP 
under contribution The treaſury of the Ki 
of Pruſſia was nearly 'exhavſted,” and in ap- 
pearance he would not long: hape a fingle vil-, 
lage left. They were going to put him under 
the ban of the empire; his proceſpwas be gun; 
he was dechivef aebel, and had he been cake. 
un, in all probability, would. have be en con- 
demned, to loſe Siccheadbicont 4 lu t hobo? 
In this extremity he took '#"fahey to m 
himſelf.. He wrote to his ſiſter, the 'Margra-. 
ves of Bartith, that he was going to terminate 
his life; but he could not concludeithe'play” 
without rhymiog. His paſſion for poetry was. 
ſill ſtronger khan ks hatred-of life; he e 
fore v rotethe Nlarquis d' Argens a long epiſtle 
in verſgpowherein he informed Him oPhivFefo-" 
lation, and bade him adieu. Ris! aig 1 _ 
Howe ſingular this, epiltle:may be 1 
the ſubject, * 
ten, and the perf" to hom it pers, e 
dreſſod, i cannot! 'be, trantetibeg entirely, * 
cauſe of the many repetitions z but chere are 
paſſages, which 1 . 
turned for Northern King. * 


2 A 


* 
. 
2 5 


Tes, D- — — N 
Sick of the preſent, weary of 

To bear Misformae' s yoke no j rone, * Ati 
Henceforth or pains or pleaſures ſown; r 
Nor thiis in mis ry will I deigu to Hy, B 
The lengthen'd Tee Nature tt, oe 


yo — well tify'd, har. 9 T uit N 
nted I approach the happ 


When Night eternal mall my 1 es confound,” 1 


And Fate no more ſhall have w/v power to ee. N. 
Grandeurs adieul- adieu Chlimeras all! 0 
No more your flaſhes dazzle or 'appall; 1 Kn 
ough on my morn of life you, falſely ara,” X 
ao rone to vain defires my foul begyil'd, -- : 
g linde Have vanifiidall defires fo Vain, * 
Anal cot eudifiern Phi „remain... 
How frivolons you were by: tanght,!, 7] 
Your errors are no longer worth a, then br. 822 
Adieu, ye germle Pleaſures and Delights, © . 
Seductibe nymphs, whoſe flower y foke unites, 100 
Thefſweets of ſmiling Gaiety and, Kaſe, 25 
And all the Pie 5 which you: pleaſe; | SEN A 
But on! ſhall I, Miefo3rune' 8 9 
Of Pleaſures and Delights, where-Sorrows ſurlek! 
Can N on turtle. d-˙π ;p 
When vultures. tear t ſing ar co oe 147 * 
Long has the ſtar of day Pak Tighted me ue in 
Ts new-borw ilts, 82 of mikey; 7 oo 
His po Pa Morpheus has diſd nd: to ned), 
Near the dank turf where I have lain n 19 U 
Each morn Lery, and ſtill the tear oer. , "Ret 
Behold another day, — other woes. | . 
When night ap Cabs t cannot, give ene, 
Each moment a y to gri A d= 
Heroes of Liberty, —. 7 oi T en b 387 
Brutus and Cato, ye. of ſonl ſincere, ** hi TIL, FATS 
Your deaths, Notts rious, diflipate my glao 3 
Your funeral flambeaux Tight me to'my' cold Jo Ae 
Your antique virtue Fear and Death: .controuls; n 


9 road unknown mme bonn 
| We” 


Morral li 


The jreb/of liſe, and all my mis'ries end. 


5 
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Vani/h, ye ppmpove Phantoms:of romance, |. . ..... 
Ingeyg' ring ſuperſtitious ignorance ; | n 


| b 5 12 * ” 75 
aid ek not when Vd known, 


hy, injurious time deſtroy d: 
00 


e quick ning fire, the ſpark, the teatl, 
e oh it periſhes No death N bo, r 
Part of a being organiz d tis born... 
Grows with child, and doth 7 Man adorn ;/. . wr 
Suffers when l'm in pain, pleas d when i'm pleas d, 


Is old when I am, ill when l'm deſeas'd; n 


. And when eternal night ſhall life in vet, 


Will fink, like me, to everlaſting reſt. 
A \vanquiſh'd fugitive; by friends betray d, 1 
ſuſſer torments more than &er were laid 
As molt fictixieus lying fables tell, 

poor Prometheus in the depths of Hel 3:1) 2 bl 
Therefore, as wretches Who in dungeons deep, 
Weary, of thus exiſting but to weep, COTE 
Deceive their butchers, ſnap their ſtrongeſt chains, 
And end at once their being and their pains Js 
So, with one noble effort, Will Trend; + 1 "IV: 3607 
ie 
This dreary picture will inform thee Why Try in 
I thus;*my friend, have been induc'd to die}; 
Nor hence conelude Lyainly ſetk:'to claim 
From the dark ſenſeleſs grave, the bubble Fame; 
Bur yet remember me when fruitfulenrign 
Gives ofloriferous ſhrubs and myrtles birth; 
Each fpring, when flowers adorh the youthfut year, 
Drop der my tomb à rofe bud anda tear 


le Yene me this epiltie Written wich bas ben 


S110 DIE aft BOY ol 10. 1181.30 mt ' 
Band., Several lines are 2 aged froii the Abke! 


Cn alte d aud me, The ideas are often in 

DG donde isn * E a fa 

coherent, and the verſes in generkkunmußcar; 

2.6 h OOF oC 10 7? 3%) 48 Ait fo? rear 

but. there, are ſome good; and it was A Free 

thing for. a $ing.to write te hundred" bat 
at 


verſes in the ke the way! "He Was def 
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rous it mould be fald he preſerved Alt his Pre. 
ſence of mind, and liberty of thinking, at a, 
moment when they are uſually. loſt to others. 


The letter he wrote me teſtified the fam 
ſentiments, but, there wete'Fefs' of the cterne 
Night, Myrtels and. Roſcs, Flambeas, Chimes, 
ras and chrieking Sorrows. I combated in 
proſe the refolution he had taken to die, and 
had not much trouble in perſuading bim 
to live, I adviſed him to imitate the Duke 
of Cumberland, and ſet a negociation on- 
foot with Marſhal de Richeliev';/ in thort; . 
took all the liberties one could take with a 
deſpairing Poet, aud who was not likely much 
longer to be a King, He wrote to Marſhal, 
de Richelicu, but not receiving any anſwer he 
determined to beat us, and ſent me word ke. 
was going to attack Marſhal de Soubiſe. His: 
letter finiſhed" with verſes, worthy of his ſitu· 
tion, his dignity, bis courage, ank his Wit.“ V7 
When ſhipwreck/ſtares us in tha face, Dana wg) 
. let us death embrace, nt 
live and die a King. ne 2 
As he-marched towatds the Piepeh n and 777 
perialiſts, he wrote to the, Margraveſs.his HH. | 
ter, thay he ſhould kill himſelk, but he Was hap- | 
pieg than he faid or hoped: He waited on. the 
fifth, gf\ Navember, A757» "for | the French and 
Lupexial army;in. a.tolcrably adyanta geous poſt 
at Roſbach, on the frontiers of Saxony'; ; apd as, 
he had Dees continually talking of killing! him- | 
ſelf, he was willing In. Maa Pri Ince "Henry, © 
R4 


vom» 
— 


_ * 


192 Ae es Lorruint- 


066614" perwim this promise for him, zr the 
Head of ls Proffi; ay battalions,” which were 
£6 Tuajn*the fett ock of the enemy; white 
$ artillery thüngered upon them, upd is ca- 
eye cked thtirs; D 19979! woril D231 1 
Files nem was, ip gad; Mgbt! ) S dna 
4 475 by 4 edt bal avdT'beieve 
555 the on ly Pruſſian huft on that day. N 
rench aud Auftrians fled at tlie firſt diſcha 
and the rout was the moſt unheard of and Kg 
plere that hiſtory can afford. Tlle battle of 
3 ofbach ” hall 1 5 be, eelebrated. "Thirty. 
thoyſand French, ng twenty thouſand Impé- 
raallf „ Were ſeen Rying, Mamefully and pre. 
Apiittely, bekere five" battalions and ſome. 
walrons.' ' The defeats of Aginccurt, Crelfy, 
and Poickiers, Were not more humiliating: he 
difeipfline and e evolutions, ' which the 
ther hall | Begin, nud the ſon made Perfect, 
re the trac Eruſe of this ſtrange victory. 
Mer rm“ exertiſe had been fifty years in 
bringin Fre perfect on. They: wiſhed to imitate 
them in France as well de in other countries; 
16 they cui not effect that with the Trench, 
narura ly 147 rh to "diſcipline, in fur years, 
15 hich 4 Pr: bans had been Fir above. +40 
1 egen * ged their matoechdtes in in Fran 
It ehch . . ſo that the oficerslanl Holgi. 
lt | - bt alf perfekt in euch new be, ahd'ihe 
I Evolutions pes NAT cöfferent from! one wether! | 
ll mid in ene learnt nothing, bur” were abut . 
Til ati iichour, any Kind vi afleipfine. An whd 


uhu ) 


an diſorder at the very. fight, of, the. Pruſſiantʒ 
ed Frederic from the depth of deſpair to feat 
him on the heights of happineſs, aud glory. , 
He was, however, very; fearful, that. th 
good fortune was marely temporary; he dread- 
£4. ta ſupport the whole weight of the French, 
Ruſſian, and, Auſtrian powers, and was. deff- 
rous of detaching Louis XV. fromm Maria: Te- 
Tela, (ro $4155 311 £4311 0.74 S 136 $1426 
Phe fatal affain,at Roſbach, gccalioned, all 
Frapce to,amuraavr.at the treaty off ibe, Abbe 
de Bergis,with-the, court.gf Vieuaay The Carr 
nal de Tencin, Archbilhop of Lyops, had: al Bl 
ways.meintaingd.lais.rauk, of Miniſter of State, 
and a private cargeipondence, with, the King of 
France, and he was, more than any one, ay cis 
tothe, Auſtrian alliance. Ile had given ang a 4 
reception at Lyons, which he had-aight:t | | 
belicye was, hot very ſatisfactory, the itch. | 
iatriguing, however, which followed him; in his bi 
retreat, and Which, it is ſaid, neuer, leaves IM 
men. in place, made him,defirous: ofi.traguing \Þ 
wir, me to engage the Margraygſs of Bareath | 
treat with him, and put the üntęreſts of be x | 
brother, in his hands. He, would, reconcile. th 1 
King; of Pruſſia 49, the King, of, Fragt, 5. | f 
haped o procure a peace. „It was nt, dich, | | 
cult to perſuade Madame de Barieth, and F 
King ber brother, to this ne gQGarign, and, 


ungertoak it with ghe greater ASt bega 


foreſa w it couſd not OY 
5 


. 
[4 
: 
_ 
1 
4 — 
uo * 


veſi wrote tu Frederic, and the letters between 
her and the Cardinal paſſed through my hands. 
Thad the ſecret ſutisfaction of being the in- 


Sterihediator in that grand affair : and perhaps 


a ſtill farther pleaſure, that of furtſet ing the 
 Cardindl Was preparing for wumſelf a falſeck 
of *great” diſappointment.» He vrote to the 
Ringe of France, aud incloſed the letter of the 
Mar graveſs; but how utter was his aſtoni (bs, 
ment at receiving a laconic anſwer from the 
King by which he learut, the Secretary for Fo- 
—2 Affairs would inform him what was his Ma- 
jeſt yes pleaſure. Ther Abbé deiBernis dictated: 
the auſwerl which the Cardinal Was obliged te 
ſend to Frederic; Which anſwer was an entirr 
refuſal to negociate. He vas forced to ſign 
a copy df this letter, by Which everything Was 
ended; and died of chagrin in about a fortnigbt 
after wards.” IA 3£ Nn Aan 407 AY 
f never could thoroughly underſtand. this 
Kind of death, or how Miniſters of State, and- 
dd Card nals with hardended ſouls, ſhould 
have a fu eie nt degree Of ſenſibility to die 
through ſome trifling diſguſt. My deſign was 
oy to luugb at him; en eee 
WIN Y 219: Imibd 4 N tte 1981 
There was a hilid:of-grendnafirin the; Mini- 
ſep refuling thus to treat uf peace with thei, 
King of Pruſſiag aſtor having been beateay;by; 
hir ahd humble; there was al o grant ide 
ntytabd good nature in ſuc rificing themſelves} 
for the Houſe of: wuſträa; but theſe! vir tuts, 
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were long ill recompenſed by Fortune The 
Hanoverians; Hefſians, and Brunſwickians, verre 
leſs obſervant of public? faith, but more ſuc- | 
ceſsful; They had ſtipulated with the Mar- 
ſhdl de Richelieu not to bear arma againſti us, LY 
but to repaſs the Elbe, beyond which they had 1 
been ſentʒ they, however, broke their bargalu | 
of the Cuudiau Forks, as ſoon as they knew it 
we had been beater at Roſbach. Deſertiong, j 
the want of diſcipline, and diſeaſe, deſhroyed, 1 
our armies; and the reſult of all our opera- if 
tions, in the ſpring of 1758, was, that werkad 1 
loſt twelve millions and a half ſterling, and 
ty thouſand men in Germany, in ſuppurt 4 
Maria-Tereſa, as we 1 donc in 1741 with 
lighting againſt her. 55810 ot 11077 
The King of Pruſſia, who had beaten, our: 
arigyiar Roſbach, in Thuringia, went, next to 
fight the Auſtrian army at ſixty leagues dif- 
tanoe. The French then mi ght, ſtill: have en- 
tered. Saxony; the victors were gone, chere 1 
us nothing to oppoſe them; but they had, 
thrown away their arms, loſt their cannon, 
ammunition; proviſions, and eſpecially» their 
underſtanding. They were diſperſed, and, 
their remains were with difficulty collected. 
A month after wands, and on the ſa me day, Fre- 
derle gained a ſtill more ſignal andubetter 
faught victory over the Auſtrians near Breflau. 
He vłtooρ Breſlau with: fifte en thoniand, pri- 
ſoners and the reſt: of Sileſia was ſoon ſubdu : 


d Guſtavus Adolphus never performed uch 


— — — ——— . 


1 
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acts; vn muſt therefore pardon hin lis; pore 
try, his pleaſantries, his little malice, and even 


bin feminine ſina- The defects of the man va- 
niſh before the glarx of qa her 0. bn CEGRCYE46L, 


On l een Ale 20 


gmnitiogd to CAST 7p 


43% D868. 21089 lies ns 2908.0, vas 319% ba 


Ieſt writing memoirs ot myſelf on. the 6th 
of November, 7559. thinking them as uſeleſs 
4 Hayle's letters to his mother; the. ſifè of St. 
Pvremont; written by Deſmaiſcabx, or of the, 


Abbe NMongon, written by himfelf. But ma- 


either new-or laughable, have again 
to the ridicule of ſpea king of my. 


. 


fehr: dehold from my windows. the city 
nere Jon Chauvin, the Picard; called Cys 


vin, reigned; and the place where he burnt 
Servet the o6dof his ſoal,”! Hanoi all the 
prieſts of this country think at preſent like. 
derbet; why they even go farther; Tliey ts 
not believe that Jeſus” Chriſt was God; and 
tete Meflients, ho formerly gave no qua 
rer tõ pufgatory, are now ſo far humaniſed, as 
ro Hud fabur for fouls. in hell. They pretend. 


their törtnents mall not be tternak; that The. 


ſeus ſhall not always {it upon his ſtony chair, 
e continue evepkitpry- ts roll his 

"Pius they Rave turned their bels zn 
23249314 1020063 COLLINS 5.380} 


WG 1 3341 2th. [57 
"OF Inis pafec, and orhers, ec 
min e were Wdrefadto'fame individu); a 


by haire. uamib zH bg * U pr; | 
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which they no longer believe, into purgatory,, 


in which; allo. they do not believe. This is ras 


ther. a pleaſant revolution in the hiſtory of the 
human mind, and might ſurniſh diſputes enough 
for the cutting of throats, making of boufires, 
and acting more. 
And yet they, do not even call names, and re- 
proach, ge another, ſo, much are, manners, 
changed. I muſt indeed except myſelf, whom, 
one of their Pregchers attacked for *. 
dated to aſſart that Calvin, the Picard, was 
of ,2 crnel nature, and had, burnt, Server wi 
qut.cauſc,; Only obſerve the cantradiflions © 
this would: here. are people almo,awncdly 
ſeddaxies ,of.,Sepyct,, who, het, abuſe; me- beg 
aufe L found, Calvin, wrong for dale him 
at a lo ſie of green. faggotss ni 
40 They, would prove to me in form, that. bat; Cal · 
vin was a, good. Chriſtian, and petitianed the, 
Council jof Geng va to communicate the papers 
uſed on, the, triab of Servets but the, Copngih 
was, more prudent; the papers, were nefuſed, 
and they,forbidden to write againft. me in Ges, 
neva., I look upon this little triumph, as one 
of the, ſtrongeſt proofs of the progreſs of rear, 
ſon in our age. 170 uin tou Had aus} 
Fhiloſophy et a Nill mare, Ggpal victo-, 
M.aver its, Enemies, at Lauſanne. , Sume Gaſs. 
-pgl Miniſters of that country thought — — 
to compile, L know not What bad bugk at 
me, for the honour, as they galled it, A 
Ae and I, with little difliculty,axpadogined 


_ 1 . nf p = * * N * 
= Sh a bed * 
7 3 * A 4 . 
* — * * 
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© powered to Teizer and ſoppreſs the impreMon' 1 
by duthority of the Magiſtratbs. This was | 


3 s the firſt time Theologians have been 
F; to be ſilent, and reſpe ck à Philoſopher.” 
1 Tube then if L ought not paſhonately! to love 
this country. Yes; thiabing beings, I aſfert it 
is enceedingly agreeable to live in republic” 
where you may ſay to its nee X65" 
morrow and dine with mme. 
I did not, however, yer! think myfelf pers" 
fealy free; and as 1 held this'a ſubjectworthy 
attention, that I might become ſo, I purchaf. 
ed ſome achoining lands in France There 
were two eſtates about a league from Gene vas 
which had formerly enjoyed all the privileges 
of that dit; and Thad the good fortune to ob. 
tain a Brevet from the King by which thoſe 
privileges were continued to me. At laſt Fo 
managed my deſtiny that I was independent in 
Switzerland; the terfitories of Geneve, and in 
Flunte: I habe heard much of liberty; but 
doinet believe there is an individual in Europe“ 
who had wrought his own freedom like me- 
Let thefe who ul, follow my example j'or; 
rather} thoſe Who can.! [ 
Teertaitily could not haye choſen a better 
tiihe cam tie, to enjoy repoſe far from Paps“ 
| They were then as mad and invetbrate Uduur f 
their phivate difputés as in the days of the Prone! 
dehekcept — 1h actuahly a civil ware bay” 
ll as (hey Mad neither à Monarch of the market 
place | ike .the Duke de Bedufort, hora Co 


— 
CE 


ef ene . 1 


adjutor, granting benedictions with a dagger, 
they proceeded: only to wordy Wars. mY 
began by forging bank bills for the other 


world, invented as 1 have already ſaid by Beau- 


mont, Archbiſhop of Paris, an obſtinate man, 
Who did evib with all his heart, and from an 
excels of zeal. He was a ſerious fool, ſome- 
thing in the ſtyle, of St. Thomas & Becket, The 
quarrel grew more violent concerning an of- 
fice in the hoſpital, the appointment to which 
the Parliament pretended was in them; and 
the-Archbiſhop holding it to be à ſacred place, 
ſaid it depended totally on the church. Paris 
was all divided into parties, and the trifling 
factions. of Janſeniſts and Moliniſts did not 
ſpare each other. The King thought pro- 
pet to treat them as they ſome times ſerve 
fosls who fight in the ſtreet, over whom they 
throw buckets of water to part them a he very 
rightly ſaid they were both wrong; but they 
remained not the leſs envenomed. He exiled 
the Archbiſhop and the Parliament; but a maſ- 
ter ſhould not turn off his ſervants, till he is 
certain of finding others to ſupply their places. 
The Court was obliged to recall the Parlia- 
ment, be cauſe a Chamber, called royal, com- 

. poſed; of Counſellors of State, and Maſters of 
Requeſts, and erected to determine Law-ſuits, 
had, loſt its practice. [The Pariſians had ta- 
ken fang not to plead before a Court of 
Juſtice, except that called the Parliament. All 
theamemhbets therefore were recalled, and ima - 


o 
if 
1 
SF 
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. 
They »paternaly. adviſed him in their 
— ces no more to baniſn bis Parlia- 
TY; west, becanſe, ſaid theh, that is giving a ver 
" Hjabag: ezample. They — — 
at laſt, that the King reſolyed. to 
liſh one of. their, Chambers, and diminiſh 
the others; and, ſoon after, theſc Meſſicurs 
all had. the ir diſmiſſion, except thoſe of the 
eat Chamber. Loud. murmurs now. went 
abroad; they publicly declaimed, againſt the 
Kiog, and, the fire which came out of. their 
mouth unhappily caught the brain of, a Lackey, 
named Damiens, who. often frequented the 
great Hall. It is proved, by the proceſs, this 
\ 1anatic of the long robe never intended, to kill 
the King, but only to inflict a gentle correcti- | 
on. There is nothing ſo abſurd which may not 
enter the head of man. This poor wretch had 
been uſher. to the Jeſuit's, College, where I 
have. ſometimes. ſeen. the ſcholars give flight 
ſtabs with their penkniyes, and the uſhers re- 
turn them. Damiens, therefore, went to Ver- 
ſaills with this reſolution; and there, in the, 
midſt of his courtiers and guards, wounded the 
= King, with a ſmall penknife. 
| They did not fail during the firſt horror of, | 
| the accident, to, impute the blow to the arm 
1 af the Jeſuits; to whom, ſaid they, it belonged: 
| _ _agcarding to ancient uſage. 1 have red a let- 
1 ter from one father Griffet, in Which he ſays, 


This dme it was not us; 38 is at preſent, the 


of the Grand Prevot of the Court to Fad ge the 


aſſaſſin, beeguſe the crime had been-gomtyinted 


within*the precincts of the palace: Lerhe cul- 1 


prit began by accuſing ſeven members of the 
Contr des Enquetes; and they wiſhed nothing 
better than to leave this aecuſation upon res 
cord, and esecute the erimipzl. Thus the 
King rendered the Parliament odious, and ob- 
rained an ag wh Ry yl end pre as N 
av the r "IPD 7] * 
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Ir was) thought, that M. aii 
the Ring to grant the Parliament permiſſion 
o judge the fore going affair, and he was well 
rewarued; for eight days after he loſt his place, 
and was exiled; The King had the 9 
to grant large penſions to the Connſeltors who 
conducted the triab of Damien, as if the 291 
rendered him ſome fignal and difficult ſer vice; 

which! conduct infpired them with new con- 
fidesce. They again imagined themſelvesim- 
porta nt perſonages, and their chimeras of re- 
preſenting the nation, and being tutors te 
Kings, were once more awäke net. 
This (cence over, and having nothiag elſe to 
be ee P themſelves with cvtips 
fe PETR 5. Oiner Joli de 2 4 
voggte gen Tal; "the Parliament, of Paris, 4 1 
played a triumph the moſt complete, that ig 
norance, deceit, and hypocriſy ever obtained. 


their learning and deportment, formed an aſ. 
ſociation toſcompoſe amimmeaſe dictionary of 
whatever" c6uld enlighten the human mind, and 
it became an object of commerce with the 
bookſellers. The Chancellor, the Miniſtry, 
all encouraged an enterpriſe ſo noble; ſeven 
volumes had Already appeared, and were tran!- 
lated into Engliſh, Italian, German, and Dutch, 
This treaſure, opened by the French to alh na- 
tions, might be conſidered as what did us at 
that time the moſt honqur ;; ſo much were the 
excellent articles in the Encyclopedia ſuperior 
— * bad, which were allo tolerably nume - 
They ad little to complaincof- in the 
as excupt too many purrile .declamatibns ' 
unfortunately adopted by the authors of the 
collection, who ſeized whatever came to hand 
to ſwelh the book; but all Which thoſe authors 
wrote themſelves was good. 
Omer foli de Fleury, however; on the twen- 
ty- third of February, 3 7.59, accuſed the ſe por 
philoſophers of being Atheiſts, Deiſts, corrupt“ 
ers of youth, rebels to the King, &c. &c. &c. 
and to prove his accuſation, cited St. Paul, and 
the trials of Theophilus and Abra bat Cha- 
maix*, He wentootbiog dme read: 


IC FT #4 wel Uu LIK wo % #8) 


agaab lth 
Abraham Chaumaix, mari ke ae am 
gail and Co N N „Was then the orach q: the, 
Parliament 9 Paris. ner Jo i de Fleury cited bim 
as à Father of the Church; 12 d ſince bet à ſchoo 
maſtet/ati Mpfoaw; s mem s bayolg 


inden wqtinogyd bits 119590 2908 wh 


inſormecd ag 
er not underſtood z and the entire Parliament, 
_ W, the feqaiſttion of Omer, condemned the 


of doing } 
be righ 
; 
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2 9% againſt which hex claimed for if lie 
had fad it, he mag a ſtrange imbecile being. 
We den e een nene xbe 
arvirie fou, which, according to bim, was 
Pure materlali m. To 10 „ team bn ou 
rav, remark that the article ſoub one of 
Leg Wort in the work, was written by a poor 

loGor, of the Surboune; who Killed hümfelf 

with declaiming, right or wrong, againſt ma- 
terial ee ien bed zm os b. 
Abe whoſe diſc: irſe of this Omer Joli de 
1 Yo a firing. of, Gwilar blunders. »He 
ed againſt a book he had either not read, 


, 


V Lk, net amy without examining, but even 
. FEY ang a,lingle, page» This manner 
uſtice, is very much beneath the cuſ. 

tam ef Rigere, for chere they may chance to 
0 navi hefi aft: waa Ait 1H 24k 
$4" Vow procured the King's, pri- 
arliament certainly had no right; 


4 


s not to them either to judge of an, 
Changery they bowarer. aſſumed the power 


neden what the Chancellas had approv- 


of, geemetrx. and, metaphyics contain - 


a » 
FA 


edit the Bnegclopedia. 4 Chancellor of tbe 


kat fortitude would bave annulled the Arret 


of Fatjiament as ipcompetent 3 be, Cham 


ae e oe 4 © 


rere 


E = = 


MOT br SOFA 488 


cellur LAmoignbu ſatisfied imfeft with fe. 
voking the privilege; that fe might not id 


go the ſhame" of feeing what he had ſtampe 
with the deal of ſupreme authority Judged an 
condemned. RA Ys 
„On would imagine this adventure had ha ape 
paned in the days of Farther Caralle, and that, 
theſe; were arrets àgainſt taking enetles; but 
on the comtracy, it was in the moſt eilighten- 
ed age France had ever ſeen. So true it is, 
tharione fobl' is enough to difhonour a nation. 
No one will ſerupſe to confefs, that under 
ſuab eirdumſtances, Paris was no reſting -plac 
forew:Philefophery and that Ariffotle wh v 
prude nt in retiring to Chalcis when Fate 
eiſm reighed at Athens. Beſides, the conditis i. 
of α an of letters, at Parke, is bur one "Mey 
abe Mounte bank. 
oThevplace of — in ordinary t to "Ins, 
Majeſty; ' which the King had 15 me, his 
noi great mog. Men ae very GHy ; for . 
party Io tHak it much better 10 A* "Mme 
375 did, Have a centres und Keep 
a gpod table, thau to be hunted at Paris, te 
Helvbring/by people holding the Curt of Par- 
liomenty or by other peo ople Rofains re Sos. 
of-theq Sorboh ie! As f wil certain Toute,” 
never anale met more reaſohaäble; "the Pak ht” 
ament leſs ped anty nor the e a 
rickcaldue F vönkitued Ty be Happy far ff boch. 1 
their follles. ee 
* 10 
am 
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MEMDIRY OF VOUTAIKE, 
almoſt aſhamed! wy-own//tranguillity, ., 1 
behold Germany Ayed.1 in blood; Fragce eek 


ly ruined ; our fleets andiarmics/beaten';-our 
miniſters diſmiſſed one after another, withgyt 


any proſpect of better ſucceſs; 4. and the Kipg 


of Portugal aſſaſſina ted, not by ailackydbor 
the Nobility of- the kingdom. Neither can the 
Jeſuits this time ſuy, it Was hot us : they, have 


| carefuliy preſer ved their rights3-,it has been 


ſufficiently proved theſe good Fathers had giv- 
en the ſanctiſied knife to the Parricides. Try 


Hr 7 rea ſan the ir ſovereiguty of Paraguay, 


nd ſay they, have. treated, with the King of 
11 | as be ty en crown and crπ] n-. 

TR ſhall, now relate a trifling, but as ſipgular 
s ag ever happened ſince Kings and 
13 firſt were ſeen on earth, Frederic, bay- 
4 palled ſome time guarding the frootiers 

of Rehe, gp an impenetrable! camp, began to 
be tired « of, inattivity.;; and, therefore, to.pals 


| "Prat away, Gebe eee and ſigne d. it 


rederic ;. this he put at the head pf an-ennr- 
maus fur & of, verſe. and proſe, which: be, ſent 
to me pe opened the package, and found. I 
7 1. been the firſt, ho had performed that 
goal, ;. it was evident. the ſeals had been 
We. cen, and I was terriſied at reading the fol- 
10 Wing verſes; „bd Vin to vis t o 
ae nation, light and van: 
"wu eſe 1 — warriors whom. Turenne 
0 xetybourg with laurels bound, 


E311 n 
Whont Fame's immortal honours crown'd; i 
Eu AT uwe wit Throw Tg On VIENS 1290 S&H 
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Who, as we're. told. entflagyors fic. fonts 
Dan zer 1 cath 99 gory! 4 lod ed 
-1:6'the vile rout ! behold each flave n 
e nee 


Anden their feeble; Monarch m_ D tale 

The tg 757 of Pompadour and Love! 

robious, as to Fame MA” 
22 + the Monarchs hae 


At random ſer he flings che reine, Vile all 

175. Empire's anxious painns 1 
$ lan Fand eople in diſtreſs, 

He revels on 74 lewd exceſs; a. 

- Himſelf a flave, when pride inflates, 

Would dictate laws to Kings and States. 

I trembled as I read the poem, ſome lines 
of which are excellent, or may paſs for ſuch, 
I had unfortunately acqulred, and deſeryed, 
the reputation of having been the contipual 
corrector of the King of Pruſſia's poetry. T he 
packet had been opened, the verſes read, 
might perhaps have been publiſhed, the King 
of France would attribute them to me, and 1 
ſhould become not only (guilty of hig . trea- 
ſon againſt the King, bar which 90 fill 
N againſt Madame de Pompadour. 

In ſ this perplexity, I deſtred the French Re- 
Eulen at Gene va to come to my houſe, and 
ſhewed' him the packet. He agreed it had 
been opened before it arrived, and thought 
there was no other Way of acting id a caſe 
where the ſafety of my bead was concerned, 
but ſending it as:it was to the Duke de Choi. 
ſeul, Miniſter of State. In any ſituatiog but 
this I ſhould not ha ve followed his advice but 
it was neceſſary to prevent my own ruin, and I 


* 


* 
Pat 


F 15 touch Apollo 8 ſacred re; geile 


408 #riSt6r6% or vb FRE. 


ace the court t th the try true N94 
of its enemy. I knew the Duke de Choiſeu! 
would not betray me; but bontent hiurfelf with 
perſuading his Mafelky that Frederic was an 
enemy," * 11 they could, they . 
cruth, \ 446% balbor 3 tried e e rt 
The Duke did wer üpbete 5 md Wav & nun 
of wit, wrote werſes, and had friends who 


4, wrote" alſo: he paid the King of Pruſſia in 


his own coin, and ſent mea ſatire againſt 
Frederic, as biting and unmereifut as his ow. 
The following _ 8 — —— n 
"ons: {EP 115. bt ies ord Ter, 
en n e 
Tlie arts, from black -oblivion's — r 


Were zul d and oer Germaina ſ Wi Nenne, 
wh A huſband, brother, {off of . 1 


0 His Sire, in rjultice; would Rave f pin 


- The blood which ſo much blobd haf We. . 
Yet he, audacious, durſt aſpire: Arn 


« L 4 7 * * hs 
1 "EI +7 , 
. * 0 


e chyming King of Poet-talters: 


His Mars and Phebus are the Rabe, I 45 * 
Alike in war and verſe his fame, W 
- Zoilus and Maevius are his maſters... 
© Behold, in ſpite of all his a . * 
Wpere Nero 982 the due r 


Of all his hideous provocation; N 
5 The — ſee ——— N enen N 
Now proſtiture to barren mnſe, ,, /. 
e ſpis'd while he inſults the = . 
And Wherefore, ſavage Cenſor, faz, 
Would'ſt chou their har. play, 


2 Nene E + $5" ©» Mi 2 2 . 


have been aſſared by M. the P. F. of 8. wor 
Ode was written by S. Palinot de Montenoy, 
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When Lov ith. Nature, ſmiling comes 
4A Wan e jodge the , i * 
Wo ne'er could'ſt taſte but thoſe delighhts 
Imparted by thy noiſy drum? 55 | 
The Duke de Choiſeul aſſured me when he 
ſent this anſwer, that he would print the ſatire 
if the King of Pruſſia publiſhed his; and added, 
they would beat him as heartily with the pen, 
as they hoped to do with the ſword. Had IU been 


inelined ſo to amuſe myſelf, it depended only 


on me to ſet the King of France and the King 
of Pruffia to war in rhyme, Which would have 
been a farce of novelty upon earth, But 1:ev- 
Joyed another pleaſure ; that of being more 
prudent than Frederic. I wrote him word his 
ode was beautiful, but that he ought not to 
publiſh it; he had glory enough without that, 
and ſhould not (hut every door of reconcilia- 
tion with the King of France, aggravate him 
beyond bearing, and force him to ſome/dgf 


perate effort to obtain a juſt revenge. «lad. 


"ded, my niece. had burnt his ode, in mortal 
fear of its being imputed to me. He believed 
me, and returned me thanks ; but not without 
a few reproaches, for having burnt the beſt 
verſes he had ever written. The Duke de 
Choiſeul kept his word, and was difereer. | 
To make the pleaſantry complete, kthoughbt 
it poſlible to lay the foundation of the peace 
of Europe on theſe poetical pieces, which 
might have continuti the war to the deſtruc- 
tion of Frederic. My corre ſpondence with 


˖ 


King of Priſſß a, driven out of Dreſden, and 


110 Wb or vel FANfH. | 
the, Duke Ae $boifkul gabs Birth to. that i266 ; 
and ir appeared: {@- riflicvlons, ſo worthy the 
tranſaQions of the times, that I indulgeqd it, 
and had myſelf che ſatis faction of proving on 
what weak and iaviſible pivots the deſtinies of 
nasluns turn. The Duke, wrote me ſeveral 
aſtenſible letters, eondei ved in ſuch. terms, as 
the King of Pruſſia might venture to make 
vpverturts of peace without danger of Auſtria 
"taking; umbrage at Frauce ; and Frederie re- 
turned anſwers in a fimilar way, with little 
| riſk af diſpleaſing the Engliſh court. This 
tieklifh-treaty is ſtill, in agitation, and reſem- 
les the ſports of cats, which give a pat with 
\ ona paw and a ſerateh with che other. The 


besten by the Ruſſians, is in want of peace; 
and France, beaten at ſea by the Engliſh, and 
vn ſhort by the Hanoverians, with an ill-timed 
' Joſs jef men add nen obliged to finiſh. 
hin ruinnus war. A 3s id 5 Fer (3. HF 

And this, — Nin ie ah point at 
which, for we Hans we 99 95 | 26 1177 © 


3 to — and on dagen deus. 

The King of Fruſia ended, a letter to me on 
the hn of Novembersthus;: „ {ball write 
more fuliy from Dreſden, Where 1 ſhall be in 
tet dan and the ud day he was beaten 
by Marſhal, Daun, with the loſs of ten thou- 
ſand men. It ſcems to me, exery thing 1 be- 
hold is the fable of the girl and ber milk. O ur 


ein — th. * TW . 


, 
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great feä.-poſitielam Berrlet, formerly Lieu- 
reflifit de Police at Paris; and who, from that 
pbltz became Secretary of state and Miniſter 


of the Marine; without ever having ſeen @ veſs. . 
ſe} larger than the ferty-boat of St. Cloude, or 


the barge Auterre; this Bertier, 1 ſay too 
a faney to fit out a fine fleet, and make a 
deſet nt on Eugland; but ſcarcely had the fleet 

peepet vor of Breſt; before it was beaten by 
the Engliſh, wrecked upon the rocks, deſtroy- 
ed by the winds, or ſwallowed up by the ſeas. 
Me have ſeen one Silhouette, made Compt- 
roter General of the Finances, of whom no 
man knew any thing, except that lie tranſlat- 

ed ſome of Pope's pbetry intò proſe. He was 
faid to be an eagle, blit in leſs than a month 
the eagle was metamorphoſed to an owl.” He 
found the ſecret of annihllating publir credit 
to that degree, that the State all at once 
wanted money ts pay the trosps. The King: 

was öbliged to ſend his plate te che Mint, and 
a great part of the kingdem followed his 

example. ds 1-241 24 rect tiny 


i "$1 January 1ſt, 1760. 
"Frederic muſt be perfidious; he has Tent 
my confidential letters to London and has 
endeavoured tb {bw diſſenſton vetwixt us and 
our allies. All kind of perfidics, permitted 
to a Grand King of Pruſſia, has he aded; even 
to the making of verſes, for thufe he mult” 
ever make, 1 ſent them to Verſailles, doubt. 


© 
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ing they aaa be ,acxepted. * He will cede, 
nothing; and propoſes, in order to indemnify 
the EleQtor of Saxony, that they ſhall give him 
Exford, which belongs to the EleQtor of Mentz. 
He always muſt rob ſomebody ;. it is his way. 


 ,, Wer ſhall ſee the reſult of all this, and of the 


campaign they are going to make. 

As this great and horrid tragedy has ever 
ball a mixture of the comic, ſo; they have late- 
ly printed at Paris, © Des Poeſies ouf de King 
mine Maſter,” as Freitag ſays; in which there 
is an epiſtle to Marſhal Keith, where be ridi- 
cules chriſtjanity, and mocks at the immortal. 
Ny of the ſoul. The devotees are diſpleaſed; 
the Calviniſt clergy murmur. Theſe pedants 
looked upon him as a {ſupport to the good cauſe. | 
When he threw the Magiſtrates of. Leipſic into 
dungeons, and ſold their beds to get their 
money, he had the admiration of ſuch Prieſts; 
but when he amuſes himſelf by tranſlating paſ. 
ages from Seneca, Lucretius, and Cicero, 
they look upon him as a monſter. 

Prieſts would canonize Cartouche or Jonae 
than Wild, were they devotees. 
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